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L A T I V E  RESEARCH SERVICE 
DE OF THE PARLIAMENTARY L IBRARY 

~ A T I ~ ~ A L  PARKS  AN^ ILBLI FE CONSERVATION 
~ E N D M E N T  BILL 1986 

Date i n t roduced : 27 November 1986 
House: House o f  Representatives 
Presented by: Hon. Barry Cohen, M.P. 

Minister for Arts, Heritage and 
Environment 

Purpose 

To amend the Nati nal Parks and Wildlife 
Conservation A c t  1975 (the Principal Act) to prohibit 
exploration and mining in the K ~ ~ a d u  National Park. 

Background 

properties forming par ultural and natural heritage 
which it considers as tstanding "universal value", 
the destruction o f  w titute a "harmful 
impoverishment o f  the age o f  all nations o f  the 
world".[Z] Stage I Q Park was listed as a World 
Heritage Site in 1981. 
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Kakadu National Park is administered by the 
Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service which, in 
June 1986, called for submissions on the 2nd plan o f  
management to ensure the conservation and appropriate use of  
Stages I and 11. The original 5 year plan, which provided 
for "operations for the recovery of minerals" subject to 
environmental controls expired in December 1985. Before 
Stage 11 was declared, some fourteen mineral exploration 
leases had been granted while approximately 400 applications 
for mineral exploration rights had been lodged, but not 
granted, Most of the leases and applications are held by 
Geopeko Mineral Exploration, the exploration arm o f  
Peko-Wal 1 send Operations Limited. 

On 16 September 1986, the Minister for Arts 
Heritage and Environment, in a joint statement with the 
Minister for Resources and Energy, announced that the 
Government had agreed to a Plan of Management which would 
exclude the possibility of mining activity within Stages I 
and I 1  and that Stage I I  should be nominated for inclusion 
in the World Heritage List. It was also announced that 
Stage 111, constituting the Gimbat and Goodparla pastoral 

leasehold areas under 
h sought an injunct~~n I n  
me Court to restrain 
venture partner, the 

Electrolytic Zi tralasia Limited, from . The two companies 
undertook not t o  enter the Park for mining or exploration 
until the matter was resolved. 

Both Peko-Wallsend and the Northern Territory 
government made separate applications in the Federal Court, 
on 20 November, for interlocutory injunctions to restrain 
the Commonwealth from proceeding with the nomination of 
Stage I1  for the World Heritage List, On 24 November, the 
application by Peko-Walfsend resulted in Mr Justice Beaumont 
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of the Federal Court ordering the Commonwealth to direct i t s  
representatives in Paris to ask for a deferral of 
consideration of the Stage I1  listing proposal, The 
Comittee of Unesco was due to hear the Government's 
submission that night and a deferral would mean that the 
proposal would not be considered until November 1987. The 
Full Court of the Federal Court refused application by the 
Commonwealth for leave to appeal from the decision. On 26 
November, the High Court refused the ~ommonweal th' s 
application for special leave t o  appeal from the decision of 
the Full Court and a stay of the order made by Mr Justice 
Beaumont. 

This Bill will amend the National Parks and 
Wildlife Conservation Act 1975 to retroactively ban mineral 
exploration and mining in the existing Kakadu National Park. 
The Bill will cover mineral interests existing before the 
Park was proclaimed and expressly stipulates that no 
compensation will be paid. 

Main Provisions 

Clause 4 will 
kibit operatio 

The Commonwealth i l l  not b e  liable to pay 
compensation t o  any person reason of t h e  enactment of the 
Bill (clause 5). 

For further information, if required, contact the 
Science, Technology and Environment Group. 
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