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Purpose 

l o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  A u s t r  1 i an Nat iona l  Mar! t ime 
Museum ( t h e  ~useum)  . 
Background 

Most o f  t h e  impor tan t  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a r e  
h e l d  i n  about 20 museums. The research and s c h o l a r s h i p  i n  
A u s t r a l i a n  museums i s    on cent rated h e a v i l y  i n  these l a r g e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  They a l s o  a t t r a c t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
museum v i s i t o r s .  

Each A u s t r a l i a n  S t a t e  has about two o f  these major  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  u s u a l l y  an a r t  museum and a general  museum 
o r i e n t a t e d  t o  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  V i c t o r i a  and 
Mew South Wales support  l a r g e  museums o f  a p p l i e d  science. 
A l l  these i n s t i t u t i o n s  were founded i n  t h e  n ine teenth  
century ,  and a r e  s t i l l  f ~ n a n ~ e ~  almost e n t i r e l y  by s t a t e  
governments. The mai n ~ ~ m ~ o ~  l t h  g o v e ~ n ~ e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
a r e  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  War Nemo t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Nat iona l  
G a l l e r y  and t h e  Museum o f  A u s t r a l i a  under c o n s t r u c t i o n  on 
t h e  shores o f  Lake u r l e y  ~ r ~ f f i n  i n  ~ a n ~ @ r ~ a ~  

A weal th  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l  l i  s beneath t h e  
waters  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  coast.  Over sh~pwrecks  have 
a l r e a d y  been l o c a t e d  and i d e n t i f i e d .  T a r e  64 record@d 
wrecks i n  t h e  Furneaux I s l a n d s  area o f  Bass S t r a i t  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  'Sydney Cove '$  w r @ c ~ e ~  i n  1797, O l ~ e r  w ~ e ~ ~ s  l i e  
undiscovered i n  t h e  w 
wrecks prov ide  economic soc i a9 ev i dence 
o f  t h e  past, The 'Ja Cove Water f ron t  
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M u s e ~ m ~  and t h e  ' P o l l y  Woodsid ( N a t i o n a l  T r u s t  o f  
a r e  examples o f  l a r  s a i l  i n g  vessels 

d t o  t h e i r  f o r ~ e r  co 

A Committee o f  I n ~ u i r y  i n t o  seums and ~ a t i o n a l  
C o l l e c t i o n s  was e s t a b l  ished i n  1974 I n  i t s  r e p o r t ,  
d e l l v e r e d  i n  1975, 4 r l y  p r i o r i t y  
be g iven t o  e s t a b l i s  me Museum.[I 
Commit~ee f e l t  t h a t  go beyond t h e  
and very  c o s t l y  exer  a t i o n  and i ~ e l u d e  t h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  sh ips,  t h e i r  c a r g o e s ~  p o r t s ,  sea r o u t e s  and t h e  
working l i f e  and ~ o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  men who man~ed them. 

On 25 June 1985 t h e  Prime M i n i s t e r  and t h e  M i n i s t e r  
f o r  A r t s  H e r i t a g e  and Environment announced Commonwealth 
Government p lans  f o r  t h e  development o f  t h e  Nat ional  
~ a r ~ t i m e .  ~ u s ~ u m  i n  Sy ney a t  5 ~ r l i n g  ~ a r b o u r * ~ 2 ~  The 
~~mmonweal  t h  accepted t h e  o f f  by t h e  New South Wales 
Government o f  a 4.75 hec tare  &e f o r  t h e  Museum i n  t h e  
D a r l i n g  Harbour ~ e d e v e ~ o p m e n , ~  Area, I t  i s  expected t h a t  t h e  
f i r s t  s tage o f  t h e  w i l l  be e o n s t r u e t e ~  by 1988 f o r  
t h e  5 i c e n t e n n i a l  eel s t  o f  a p p r o x i m a ~ e l y  $25 
m i l l i o n .  The Su 1986-87 appropr ia tes  
$1.129 million t o  t h e  Museum f o r  s a l a r y  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
expenses f o r  t h e  y e a r  ~ o m ~ e n ~ ~ n g  1 J u l y  1986, 

The i ~ t ~ r p r e t a t ~ o n  p r o v ~ s ~ ~ n  (c lause 2)  ~ o n t ~ i n s  a 
wide d e f i n i t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  m a ~ i ~ i m e  h i s t o r y  t h a t  inc ludes 
t h e  ~ n t e ~ a c t i o ~  o f  people an ea, t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  
marine environment and sea t r a v e l  t o  o r  f rom A u s t r a l i a ,  

The A u s t r a ~ i a n  ~ a t i o n a ~  ~ a r 4 t i m ~  ~useum w i l l  be 
e s t a b l i s h e d  as a c o r p o r a t i o n  by c lause 

The f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  M~seum i n c l u d e  a c ~ u ~ r i n g ~  
~ r e s e ~ v i n g  and maintain in^ mar i t ime h i s t o r i c a l   materia^ 

i n c i d e n t a l  t o  i t s    unction^ (c lause 6) .  

i t i  me col 1 e c t  i on and conduet i  n 
um w i l l  have pow 

Land and b u i l d i n g s  u n d e r  t h e  ~ o n t r o ~  o f  t h  
Commonwealth may be made a v a i ~ a b l ~  by t h e  i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  
~ u s e u ~  ( c l a u s e  7 )  

~ e v ~ l o p e d  by 
i o n  w i l l  on ly  

i f  it i s  ~ a t ~ ~ f ~  
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i n i s t e r  t o  t 

which rnay a1 s 
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l imit  over wh.icki Mini t e r i a l  approval i s  requ~red is $50 000 
(sub-clause 3 6 ( 1 ) ( b  um wil l  be a public 
authority for the p u r p  it Act 1901 (clause 39) 
and wil l  not be subject t o  tax (clause 40). 

The Museum i l l  have t o  keep trust f u n d s  i n  a 
separate t ru s t  account (clause 4 1 ) ,  

Regulations may be made for the sale  of liquor on 
Museum premises (clause 44) *  Regu~at~ons  will also be able 
t o  provide for the ntry,  conduct and removal of people from 
Museum premises ( inc lud~ng areas of land  or water and 
bui ldings or v e s s e l s ) ,  En t ry  fees  and t h e  s a l e  of  
photographs or replicas o f  items belonging t o  the Museum 
w i  11 be prescribed by Regulation, Penalties for  offences 
against such regulations will not exceed $500 (clause 45). 

For further ~ n ~ ~ r m ~ ~ ~ o n ~  i f  required, contact the 
nce, Technology and Environment Group. 

11 June 1986 

Re 

for Arts, Heritage and Environment, 25 June 1985, 

@ Commonwealth o f  A u s t r a ~ ~ a  1986 

Except t o  the extent o f  the uses permitted under the 
1968, no pa r t  o f  th i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  may be 
t r ansmi t t~d  i n  any form or by any means, 

rmation storage and retrieval system, w i t h o u t  
t h e  pr ior  wr i t ten  ~ o ~ ~ e n t  o f  the  
Par1 jamentary Library, R e p r ~ ~ u ~ t i o n  

Par1 i ament of the ~ o ~ m ~ ~ ~ e a ~  t 
o f f i c i a l  duties. 


