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16 April 1986 
House o f  ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
Hone John Ker in ,  M . P a ,  
M i n i s t e r  f o r  Pr imary I n d u s t r y  

To amend t h e  commercial and f i n a n c i a l  powers and 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  A u s t r a ~  i a n  Meat and L ive-stock 
Corpora t ion  ( t h e  ~ o r p o r a t i o n ~  

ld nd 

by t h e  i n d u s t r y  i t  
y i s  t h e  market ing 

o f  A u s t r a l i a n  meat and l i v e - s t o c k .  As o t h e r  o rgan isa t ions  
a l s o  serve t h e  ~ n ~ u s t r y ~  t h e  ~ Q r p o r a t ~ o n    on cent rates i t s  
e f f o r t s  on c o ~ i n e r c i a l  a c ~ i v ~ t ~ e s  a s s o c ~ a t e d  w i t h  market 
devel oprnent and pro tec t iQn,  i m ~ r ~ v ~ d  mark t i n g  methods and 
t h e  promot ion o f  meat and ? ~ v e - ~ t ~ c k  saless 

The A u s t r a l  i a n  Bureau o f  ~ ~ ~ t i s t i c s  est imates 
A u s t r a l i a n  c a t t l e  numbers on 3% March 1985 a t  22.7 m i l l i o n  
head, 2,6 p e r  cent  above t h e  prev ious year. 
Th is  i s  t h e  f i r s t  i n c r  ~~~~t y e a ~ s  o f  c o n t ~ n u i n g  
decl i ne. Est imates o f  lamb numbers a t  31 March 
1985 were 149-2 m i l l i o n ,  7 , 2  p en t  above the l e v e l  o f  t h e  

a r .  P i g  numbers f e l l  by 2.5 per  cent t o  2.5 

d u r ~ n g  1984-85 increased 
i t a  consumpt i on 

was: 39 k i lograms o f  beef  mutton, 15 
k i lograms of lamb and 16 k i l a g  
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I n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  1984, t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  
undertook several  research p r o j e c t s  t o  p rov ide  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  
f u t u r e  marke t ing  p lans i n  t h e  domestic market. Th is  
i n c l u d e d  q u a n t i t a t i v e  consumer research f o r  beef, veal  and 
lamb,  t e s t  m a r k e t i n g  o f  new b o n e l e s s  lamb c u t s ,  t h e  
assessment o f  s t r i p  branding f o r  beef as a marke t ing  
s t r a t e g y  and mutton product  d e v e ~ ~ p m e n t  research., 

World meat markets cont inue t o  be h e a v i l y  s u p p l i e d  
w i t h  subs id ised EEC beef,  as w e l l  as cheap pork and p o u l t r y  
meat, and t h e  s a l e  o f  subs id ised f a r m  products under t h e  US 
Farm B i l l  w i l l  exacerbate t h i s  s i t u a ~ i o n ~  Other e x p o r t e r s  
( A u s t r a l  i a ,  New Zeal and and South America i n  p a r t i c u l a r )  
have had t o  compete s t r o n g l y  t o  m a i n t a i n  a share o f  t h e  
t rade.  Compet i t ion i n  t h e  ~ i d d l e  East, North A f r i c a  and 
Eastern Europe has been p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t rong,  w i t h  e x p o r t e r s  
f o l l o w i n g  each o t h e r s '  p r i c e s  d ~ w n w a r d ~ ~  D e s p i t e  t h e  
depressed wor ld  market, A u s t r a l i a ' s  expor ts  o f  b o t h  mut ton 
and lamb rose i n  1984-85. 

The Market Development and Promotions s e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  Corpora t ion  i s  c o m m e r c i a ~ l y  o r i  n t a t e d  and prov ides 
r e l e v a n t  and up-to-date market i n t e l l  igence and a n a l y s i s  o f  
t r e n d s  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  e x p o r t  markets and p r i c e  t r e n d s  i n  
i m p o r t i n g  c o u n t r i e s ~  Th is  ~ n f ~ ~ f f l ~ t ~ o n  i s  disseminated t o  
t h e  p u b l i c  through var ious  forms i n c l u d i n g  t h e  weekly 
~ u b l i c a t i o n  ivtarket Notes f o r  ~ ~ v e - s t o c k  and Meat. I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  c i r c u l a r s  a r e  r e g u ~ a r ~ y  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  a l l  
l i c e n s e d  expor te rs  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  i ~ a i n t ~ i n  t h e i r  awareness 
o f  i m p o r t  c o u n t r i e s  r e q u i r e i n ~ n t s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  and t o  
i n f o r m  t h e  expor t  t r a d e  o f  any new p o t e n t i a l  market f o r  
A u s t r a l  i an meat 

The d e f i n i t i o n  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Act, 
s e c t i o n  5, w i l l  be afflended by c lause 3 which w i l l  omi t  t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  'approved bank' and i n s e r t  d e f i n i t i o n s  f o r  
'company a u d i t o r 8  and ' c o r p o r a t e  a u d i t o r '  e 

Sub-sect ion 8 ( 2 )  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Act p rov ides  t h a t  
t h e  Corpora t ion  must have ~ ~ n i s t e r i a l  approval t o  e n t e r  i n t o  
c o n t r a c t s  f o r  t h e  purchas of p r o p e r t y  o t h e r  than l i v e - s t o c k  
va lued a t  more than $100 O O O s  Clause 4 will  omit  t h i s  
r e q u i  rement e 
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The requi rement  f o r  M i n i s t e r i a l  approval  t o  engage 
i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  i n  which t h e  Commonwealth i s  a p a r t y  
and t o  p rov ide  f a c i l i t i e s  for  use i n  connect ion  w i t h  meat 
expor ts ,  w i l l  be removed (c lause 5 which w i l l  amend s e c t i o n  
15 o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Ac t ) .  

Where a f o r e i g n  count ry  impor ts  a l i m i t e d  amount o f  
A u s t r a l i a n  meat, t h e  Corpora t ion  may make an o r d e r  imposing 
quotas on t h e  amount o f  meat t o  be expor ted b y  a h o l d e r  o f  
an expor t  l i c e n c e  ( s e c t i o n  16J o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Ac t ) .  The 
Corpora t ion  a l s o  has power t o  t r a n s f e r ,  cancel or r e q u i r e  
t h e  surrender  o f  such a quota ( s e c t i o n  1 6 J ( 2 )  o f  t h e  
P r i n c i p a l  Act ) .  Clause 7 w i l l  add sub-sect ion 16J(12)  t o  
t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Act  which w i l l  g i v e  t h e  expor t  l i c e n c e  ho lder  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  have an order  made under s e c t i o n  165(2)  
reviewed by t h e  A d ~ i n i s t r a t i v e  Appeals Tr ibuna l .  

Clause 12 w i l l  i n s e r t  a new D i v i s i o n  3, t i t l e d  
' D i r e c t i o n s  by N i n i s t e r ' s  i n t o  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  A c t s  The new 
D i v i s i o n  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  M i n i s t e r  power t o  g i v e  general 
d i r e c t i o n s ,  a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Chairman, t o  t h e  
C o r p o r a t ~ o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  per~ormance o f  i t s  f u n c t i o n s  
and exerc ise  of i t s  powers. D i r e c t i o n s  w i l l  be publ ished i n  
t h e  Gazette and l a i d  b e f o r e  each House o f  Par l iament .  

M i n i s t e r i a l  approval  f o r  t h e  terms and c o n d i t i o n s  
o f  employment s e t  by t h e  Corporat ion w i l l  no longer  be 
r e q u i r e d  (c lause 13 which w i l l  amend s e c t i o n  31 o f  t h e  
P r i  n c i  pa l  Act  ) (1 

Sec t ion  35 o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Act  w i l l  be amended b.y 
c lause 14. As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  Corporat ion w i l l  no l o n g e r  need 
M i n i s t e r i a l  approval t o  borrow money o r  deal i n  s e c u r i t i e s  
up t o  a limit o f  $5 m i l l i o n ,  a f t e r  which t h e  Treasurer 's  
approval w i  11 be r e q u i  red, 

The C o r p o r a t i  on ill be ab le  t o  make loans f o r  
p u r p o s e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  A c t  and i t s  
investment powers w i  11 be widen d ( c l a u s e  16  which w i l l  
amend s e c t i o n  37 o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Act ) .  

The a p p o i n t m ~ n t  o f  an a u d i t o r  t o  be t h e  
C o r p o r a t i o n ' s  a u d i t o r  i s  d e a l t  w i t h  by proposed s e c t i o n  39A 
o f  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Act  which w i l l  be i n s e r t e d  by c lause 18. 
The Corpora t ion  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  M i n i s t e r  a l i s t  o f  a u d i t o r s  i n  
o r d e r  o f  preference w i t h  a w r i t t e n  request  t o  appo in t  one as 
c o r p o r a t i o n  a u d i t o r .  The M i n i s t e r  w i l l  r e f e r  t h e  l i s t  t o  
t h e  Audi tor- ene era^ e Subject  t o  t h e  Audi t o ~ ~ G e n e r a 1  being 
s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h  p r e f e r r ~ ~  company a u d i t o r  i s  s u i t a b l e ,  
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t h e  M i n i s t e r  w i l l  pass t h e  request  and Audi tor-General  ' s  
advice t o  t h e  J o i n t  Committee of P u b l i c  Accounts ( t h e  
Committee). Subject  t o  t h e  Committee's approval  t h e  
M i n i s t e r  may a p p o i n t  t h e  a u d i t o r  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  
C o r p o r a t i  on. Where e i t h e r  t h e  Audi tor-General  o r  t h e  
C o m m ~ t t e ~  cannot approve t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n ' s  request  t h e  
M i n i s t e r  w i l l  have t o  a d v i s e  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Audi tor-General  ' s  o r  Committee8 s reasons. 

A Corporat ion a u d i t o r  may be removed a f t e r  a 
w r i t t e n  request  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  (new s e c t i o n  3% which w i l l  
be i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Act  b y  c lause 18). 

The M ~ n j s t e r ~ s  ~ p p r o v a l  must be obta ined b e f o r e  a 
c o r p o r a t i o n  a u d i t o r  may r e s i g n  (new s e c t i o n  39C w i l l  be 
added t o  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Act  by c lause 18). 

For  f u r t h e r  in fo rmat ion ,  i f  requi red,  c o n t a c t  t h e  
Economics and Commerce Group. 

14 May 1986 

Re s 

0 ~ommonweal t h  o f  A u s t r a l  i a  1986 

Except t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  u per mitt^^ under t h e  
t A c t  11668, no p a r t  of s p u ~ ~ j ~ a t i o ~  may be 
ed o r  t r a n s m i t t e d  i n  any form o r  by any means, 

i n c l u d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  s torage and r e t r i e v a l  ~ y s t e m ,  w i t h o u t  
t h e  p r i o r  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  o f  t h  p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  
Par1 iamentary L i b r a r y .  ~ e p r o d  ion i s  p e r m i t t e d  by Members 
of t h e  Par l iament  o f  t h e  C o ~ o  a l t h  i n  t h e  course o f  t h e i r  
o f f  i c i  a1 d u t i e s  (I 


