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4 Constitution Alteration (Fair Elections) No. , 1988

(b) any proceedings so instituted have been withdrawn or dismissed;
the determination shall be taken to have been made in accordance with this
section.

Elections in divisions.

"124D. (I) An election in an electoral region may be held in electoral 5
divisions only if:

(a) the divisions have been determined by a fair distribution made after
the commencement of this Chapter and not more than seven years
before the election; and

(b) subsection (2) does not apply in relation to the electoral divisions. 10

"(2) Subject to subsection (3), this subsection applies to elecwral divisions
for an election if, on the last day of each of any two or more successive
months since the last fair distribution before that election, the numbers of
the electors in more than one-third of the divisions were such that, if the
divisions had been determined with those numbers of electors, the 15
determination would not have been a fair distribution.

"(3) In ascenaining whether subsection (2) applies in relation to electoral
divisions for an election, a particular month shall be disregarded if the last
day of that month occurs within twenty-six weeks before the date of expiry,
by effiuxion of time, of the terms of service of all or any of the members of 20
the House concerned.

"(4) This section does not apply to an election held before the end of
one year after the commencement of this Chapter.

.. (5) In this section:
'House' means: 25

(a) the House of Representatives;
(b) a House of the Parliament of a State; or
(c) a chamber (by whatever name called) of the legislature of a

Territory or combination of Territories;
'month' means one of the twelve months of the year. 30

Elections where electoral region to be ODe electorate.

"124E. (1) Where an election in an electoral region is not to be held in
electoral divisions or, if so held, is or would be contrary to section one
hundred and twenty-four 0, the region shall be one electorate.

"(2) Where a region is to be one electorate, an election in the electorate 35
shall be held:

(a) if the election is for the purpose of choosing members of the House
of Representatives-as the Parliament provides; or

(b) if the election is for the purpose of choosing members of a House
of the Parliament of a State or the legislature of a Territory or a 40
combination of Territories-in accordance with the law of the State,
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Territory or Territories, as the case requires, or, if there is no such
law, as the Parliament provides;

but so that the method of choosing those members shall be a system of
proportional representation.

5 Casual vacancies.
··124F. Nothing in this Constitution prevents the filling of a casual

vacancy in the membership of:
(a) a House of the Parliament of a State; or
(b) the legislature of a Territory forming part of Australia or a

10 combination of such Territories;
in the manner provided by the Parliament of that State or, subject to any
law made by the Parliament of the Commonwealth, by that legislature, as
the case requires.

Rigbt to cballeoge determinations of electoral divisions.

15 "124G. (1) Subject to subsection (2), a determination of electoral
divisions may be challenged by an elector in a court of competent jurisdiction
on the ground that the determination was not a fair distribution.

"(2) An elector shall not institute proceedings under subsection (I) after
the end of forty days after both of the following have been notified to the

20 public, namely:
(a) the results of the determination; and
(b) all statistics necessary to ascertain whether or not the determination

was a fair distribution.

"(3) In this section, 'elector', in relation to a determination of electoral
25 divisions, means a person whose name is on a roll of electors qualified to

vote at an election in those divisions.

Right to vote.
"124H. (1) Laws prescribing the qualifications of electors for elections

shall be such that each Australian citizen who:
30 (a) complies with reasonable conditions prescribed by those laws as to

residence and enrolment; and
(b) has reached the age of eighteen years;

is entitled to vote, subject to any disqualification prescribed by those laws
as to persons who:

35 (c) because of unsoundness of mind, are incapable of understanding the
nature and significance of enrolment and voting; or

(d) are undergoing imprisonment for an offence.

"(2) If:
(a) a person applies to a court of competent jurisdiction for an order

40 under this subsection; and
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(b) the person would be qualified as an elector as provided by this
section but for the fact that the relevant law is inconsistent with
this section;

the court may order that the person shall be enrolled, and is entitled to
vote, as if the person were so qualified. 5

"(3) This section docs not apply in relation to an election held before
the end of one year after the commencement of this Chapter.

Electors to hue ooly one yote.

"124J. In the choosing of:
(a) senators; 10
(b) members of the House of Representatives;
(c) members of a House of the Parliament of a State; or
(d) members of the legislature of a Territory forming part of Australia

or a combination of such Territories;
each elector shall vote only once. no 15

Print~ by ""thunt, by IhtCommon""'l::llth ~rnmcnl PnnlU (!S/83)



THIS Proposed Law originated in the House of Representatives, and on 1
June 1988, finally passed both Houses of the Parliament. There was an
absolute majority of each House to the passing of this Proposed Law. In
accordance with section 128 of the Constitution, the Proposed Law is
required to be submitted to the electors.

Speaker
Clerk of the House of Representatives

I June 1988

A PROPOSED LAW

To alter the Constitution to recognise local government

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Commonwealth of
Australia, with the approval of the electors, as required by the Constitution,
as follows:

Sbort title
5 1. This Act may be cited as the Constitution Alleration (Local

Government) 1988.

2. The Constitution is altered by inserting after section 119 the following
section:

Local Government.

10 "119A. Each State shall provide for the establishment and continuance
of a system of local government, with local government bodies elected in
accordance with the laws of the State and empowered to administer, and to
make by·laws for, their respective areas in accordance with the laws of the
State.".
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THIS Proposed Law originated in the House of Representatives, and on 1
June 1988, finally passed both Houses of the Parliament. There was 3n

absolute majority of each House to the passing of this Proposed Law. In
accordance with section 128 of the Constitution. the Proposed Law is
required to be submitted to the electors.

Speaker
Clerk of the House of Representatives

1 June 1988
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A PROPOSED LAW

To alter the Constitution to extend the right to trial by jury,
to extend freedom of religion, and to ensure fair terms for

persons whose property is acquired by any Government

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Commonwealth of
Australia, with the approval of the electors, as required by the Constitution,
as follows:

Short title
5 1. This Act may be cited as the Constitution Alteration (Rights and

Freedoms) /988.

2. The Constitution is altered by omitting section 80 and substituting
the following section:

Trial by jury.
10 "SO. (1) The trial of a person for an offence, where the accused is liable

to imprisonment for more than two years or any form of corporal punishment,
shall be by jury except in the case of a trial for contempt of court or a trial
of a member of the Defence Force of the Commonwealth before a court­
martial under a law relating to the discipline of the Defence Force of the

15 Commonwealth.


