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30 September 2008

Trade Sub-Committee
Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade

Attention: Mr Tas Luttretl
Principal Research Officer
Trade Sub-Committee, Room R1-120
House of Representatives
Parliament House CANBERRA ACT 2600

INQUIRY INTO WAYS OF EXPANDING AUSTRALIA’S TRADE AND INVESTMENT RELATIONS WITH ASIA, THE
PACIFIC AND LATIN AMERICA - TRADE SUB-COMMITTEE OF THE JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN
AFFAIRS, DEFENCE AND TRADE

The Central Queensland Local Government Association (CQLGA) is the peak regional organisation for councils in
the Central Queensland region and membership includes the Banana Shire Council, and the Central Highlands,
Gladstone, Isaac, and Rockhampton Regional Councils. The five councils have a combined population of
approximately 210,970 people living in an area of 147,400 square kilometres. (Refer to Map 1)

The CQLGA submits information on the following elements of the Terms of Reference:

e The nature of existing trade and investment relations; and,

e Likely future trends in these relations;

e The role of the Government in identifying opportunities and assisting Australian companies especially
those in rural and regional areas, to maximise opportunities in these regions.

1 The Nature of Existing Trade and Investment Relations

The CQLGA is the custodian of a Cooperation Agreement between the Northern Provinces of the Territory of New
Caledonia and Centrat Queenstand ( * represented by the former Central Queensland Regional Organisation of
Councils)

The following paragraphs are extracts from the Agreement
Article 2

‘The agreement is aimed at further developing and strengthening the existing friendly relations between
institutions and the people of the two regions in order to increase mutual understanding.......Building on
existing similarities, especially in terms of climate, the Agreement aims at developing cooperative projects in
specific sectors such as mining, agriculture, food and industrial processing, tourism, education and training,
health, investment, technology transfer and cultural exchanges.’

* The former Central Queensland Regional Organisation of Councils merged with the Central Queensland Local Government Association in
2003 to become the ‘new’ CQLGA







