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Committee Secretary

Standing Committee on Health and Ageing
House of Representatives

PO Box 6021

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600.

Email: haa.reps@aph.gov.au

Dear Committee Secretary

Review of Obesity in Australia
Submission by Merck Sharp & Dohme (Australia) Pty Ltd

Merck Sharp & Dohme (Australia) Pty Ltd welcomes the opportunity to provide input to the Expert
Panel as part of the review of the Review of Obesity in Australia.

The Australian subsidiary of Merck & Co., Merck Sharp & Dohme (Australia) Pty Ltd has grown to
become one of Australia's largest pharmaceutical companies as well as one of the country's most
significant research and development investors. Our investments support Australian R&D from
clinical trials to research fellowships and untied grants. Currently, the company is involved in 32
Phase |-V clinical trials, in more than 100 sites across Australia. These trials are investigating an
array of therapeutic areas; in particular, cardiovascular disease, diabetes, osteoporosis, cancer
and obesity.

Merck Sharp & Dohme (Australia) Pty Ltd is also expanding into the therapeutic area of obesity.
The company has developed a weight loss enhancing drug, which is in the late stage (Phase Iil)
of development. Clinical trials are currently being undertaken to investigate the medicine's effects
of weight loss and prevention of weight gain in patients who are obese or overweight and have
other co-morbidities. Merck Sharp & Dohme (Australia) is happy for its submission to be made
public.

If you have any inquiries regarding our submission, please contact me using the details provided
below.

Yours sincerely
Merck Sharp & Dohme (Australia) Pty Limited
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Julie van Bavel
Health Outcomes Manager

T: 02 9795 9530
M: 0414 795 144
E: julie_vanbavel@merck.com
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