F: Product Integrity, Animal and Plant Health

Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Portfolio

Budget Estimates 2000-2001, 28-29 May 2001


Question: 10
Output:  Outcome: Product Integrity and Plant Health
Topic: Whitespot syndrome virus in prawns
Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: Page 118

(Please note this question has been transferred from AQIS 2 to PI 10)

Senator Woodley asked:

Is there any estimate of the cost of testing with respect to a number of incursions which have occurred to see whether or not they were actual incursions or what had happened with white spot virus?

Answer:  

The original white spot syndrome virus (WSSV) incident occurred at two aquaculture centres in Darwin.  Samples were sent from Darwin to a CSIRO laboratory in Brisbane.  The cost of that diagnostic testing was borne by the Northern Territory government.

As a result of the Darwin incident, the Consultative Committee on Emergency Animal Diseases is conducting a National Survey of crustaceans to determine whether WSSV occurs within Australia.  This survey is funded through a cost-sharing arrangement between the Commonwealth and the States/Territories.  The Commonwealth is committed to paying 50% of the cost of the laboratory testing for an agreed number of samples from each jurisdiction.  In addition, the Commonwealth is providing funding assistance to CSIRO to employ an additional technician to allow faster processing of survey samples.  Based on the original survey design, Product Integrity, Animal and Plant Health within AFFA is committed to a total expenditure of $68,364 for the survey.

The reports of positive findings from the Gippsland Lakes and Sydney Harbour, which were not confirmed by further testing, arose as part of the survey.  PIAPH has subsequently agreed to include further testing of the Gippsland Lakes area as part of the cost-sharing arrangement.  This additional cost should not exceed a further $2,000.  New South Wales has not to date, requested financial assistance for further testing in Sydney Harbour.
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