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A. popidtition sufficiently large to e 
resoiirces and clefeiicl it  from invmioii 
arid even the very existence of every co 
ttll countries, it is particularly true of Australia,. 
greater iiatnral i+esouuces ; noiic, by reas 
or by the enormous exteiit of its co 
attack. 

t this rimst be 

the percentage of those engaged in rnral industries is ‘21.2 ; in 
Germany, in spite of the phenomeiial extensioii of nianiifactures, it  
is 23.06. The joint area. of these countries does iiot pxceed that of 
Queensland. The density of their population is enormoilsly greater, 
their manufacturing industries infiiiitel y more varied and more 
extensive than ours. Yet the proportion of their population settled 
upon the land is more than 50 per cent. greater than ours. 

I n  new countries the cultivation o€ the land is the iintnral and 
proper occupetion o f  the people. The substantial prosperity o f  
France, the marvellous progress of Germany, alike, rest npon the 
firm aiid endurable basis o f  laiid settlement. Aiid if Australia is 

to be a great nation, it m u d  be upon this foundation. 
c. ~]-780/26.~.1909.-1?. 15722. 



i 

Our iieecl is for men-of our own or kindred races-to settle upon 
our lands, to fiirtlier develop o i u  great resources, to create new 
.rvealth. But sncli iiieii, although there is happily 110 scarcity o f  
them, will not go half rouiiil the TI orlcl without some positive assur- 
ances that fwilities for settlement upon suitable lauds are proviclecl. 
Aiicl a t  preseiit these cannot) be given. Despite some recent attempts 
in various States of the Coniniuirwealth to promote closer settlement, it 
is still true that laiid 111 s the curse of Anstralia. Relatively to 
the  eiiornioiis area of it e size of i t s  population, 
laiid nioiiopoly exists 1 n t  than iii any country 
in  the  world. T n  spite of large estates Iiy the 
State Qovernnieiits, for pm.poses of closer se 

umber and size. 
00 acres end over 

very considerably. Iii silite o i  
settlement schemes the area under cultivation in tlie 

called for that  will iiei 
in its effects. It is ne( 
few hiinclreds of faniilie but for a great arid 

It is well known that  we 

The object o f  this Bill is to provide an effective remedy by 
and tax on miniproved values, with an 
case of absentees) of 35,000. It is con- 
is will operate as a substantial check on 
eculative holding of large areas 
available for settlemeiit by our o 

o encourage, aiid 
esources and ma 

about immigration the merest farce. 
cannot provide lancl o f  a suitable kincl for our own fellow-citizens. 




