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THE PARLIA;\IENT OF THE OOMMONWEALTH.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
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• A BILL
FOB

AN ACT
To alter the Constitution by vesting in the

Parliament certain additional Powers until
the Expiration of five Years after Australia
ceases to be engaged in Hostilities m
the present War.

BE it enacted by the King'S. Most Excellent Majesty, the Senate, Preamble.

and the House of Representativ~s of the Commonwealth of
Australia, with the approval of the electors, as required by the
Constit,ution, as follows :-

5 1. This Act may he cited as Oonstitu~ion Alteration (Post-war Short title.

Reconstruction) 1944. .'

2. The Constitution is altered by inserting, after section fifty-one,
the following section :-

"51A.-(1.) The Parliament' shall, subject to this Constitution, Power to

10 have power to make laws for the peace,' order and good government fu~~l}l:~ted
of the Conunonwcalth with respect to- r::~~~t t~th

(
. d f h h h cl}rtnin
1) the reinstatement an advancement 0 t ose w 0 ave been matwI1I.

members of the fighting services of the Commonwealth
dluing the present war, and the advancement of the

15 dependants of those members who have died or been
disabled as a consequence of the present war;

(ii) employment

[23]-6,30/10.2.1ll44.-F.5972.
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(ii) <;ml'loyment and unemployment ;
(iii) organized marketing of co=odities ;
(iv) companies, but so that any such law shall be uniform

throughout the, Co=onwealth ;
(v) trusts, combines .and monopolies;

(vi) 'profiteering and prices (but not including prices or rates
charged by State or semi-governmental or local governing
bodies for goods or services); ,

(vii) the production and distribution of goods, but so that---
, (a) no law made under this paragraph with respect 10

to primary production shall have effect in a State
until approved by the Governor in Council of
that State; and

(b) no law made under this paragraph shall discriminate
between States or parts of States;

(viii) the control of overseas exchange and overseas investment;
and the regulation of the raising of money in accordance
with such plans as are approved by a majority of
members of the Australian Loan Council ;

(ix) air transport; ,
(x) uniformity of railway gauges ;
(xi) national works, but so that, before any such work is undertaken

in a State, theeonsent of the Governor in Council of that
State' sh"Jl be 'obtained and so that any such work so
undertaken shall be carried out in co_operation with the 26

, State;
(xii) national health in co-operation with the States or any of

them;
(xiii) family allowances; and
(xiv) the people of the aboriginal race. 30

"(2.) This section shall continue in force until the 'expiration of a
period of five years from the date upon which Australia ceases to be
engaged in hostilities in the present war, and shall then cease to have
effect, and no law made by the Parlia)11ent with respect to any matter
specified in the last preceding sub-section shall continue to have any 31i
force or effect by virtue of this section after this section has ceased
to have effect.".

2
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. 2. The Constjtuj;ion is altered by inseM>ing, after Chapter l,the
following Chapter and section :-

"CHAPTER IA.-TEMPORARY PROVISIONS.

5 1. This. Act may be cited as Constitution Alteration (Post-war Sh"ttl<l••

Reconstruction and Democratic Rights) 19M.

To alter the Constitution for a limited period
by empowering the Parliament to m"ke
Laws in relation to Post-war Reconstruction,
arid..by including Provisions to safeguard
Freedom of Speech and ~J{pre~~ion and
FreedoriI . of Religion. .

BE it enacted by the Killg's Most Excellent Majesty, the Senate, 1'<,,,,,bl••

. . .,·and the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of .
Australia, with the approval of the electors, as ,equired by the
Constitution, as follows ::- . -.

10 "60A.-(1.) The Parliamentshall, subject to tm;, ConstitutIon, P'w,",
have power to ,make ~aws for the .pea,ce, "\?rder andiood<'gove~eD.t ~t:l~~:;d
of the Commo~~ea]thwith _respect to- _ resp~~t =th

. (i) t~e reiJ;lsta~eme~t an~ adv~nce~eIlt ,of t~ose ,WllO have be,en :~~~.
members of the fighting services of the Commonwealth

during

A. BllL
• "OB

AN ACT

'Uss of Representatives,
,'-Canberra, 16th March, 194,4,i~.m.

,s.llill originated in thellonse of Representatives; and, having
•day p....ed by an absolute majority of the House, is now ready

,i'presentation to the Senate for its concurrence.

F. C. GREEN,

Clerk of the HOWie of Represenl4tives.
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, .:

during any war, and the advancement of the dependants
of those members who have died or been disabled as
a consequence of any war;

(ii) employment and unemployment;
(iii) organized marketingof commodities; Ii
(iv) compa)lies, bnt so that. any snch law shall be uniform

. throughont the Commonwealth ;
(v) trusts, combines and monopolies ;
(vi) profiteering and .prices (but not including prices or rates

cbarged by State or semi-governmental or local governing 10
bodies for goods or services) ;

(vii) the production and distribution of goods, but so' that-
(a) no law made under this paragraph with respect

to primary production shall have effect in a State
until approved by the Governor in Council of 15
that State; and

(b) no law made under this paragraph "hall discriminate
between States or parts of States;

(viii) the control of overs.~as·exchange and overseas investment;
and the regulation of the raising of money in accordance 20

,with.such plans as a~eapproved bya majority of
members of the Australian Loan Council ;

(iX) air transport; .'. .
(x) uniformity of railway ganges;
(xi) national works, but so that, befoie any such work i? undertaken 25

in a State, theconsent.of the ,Governor in Council of that
State shaJl be obtained and so that any such work so
undertaken shall be carried out in co-operation with the

. State;, '
(xii) national health in co-operation with the States or any of 30

them;
(xiii) family allowances; and
(xiv) the people of the aboriginal race.

"(2,) Neither the Commonwealth nora State may 'make any law
for abridging the freedom of speech or of expression. 31i

" (3.) Section one hundred and sixteen of this Constitntion shall
apply to and in relation 'to' every State in like manner as it applies
to and in relation to the Commonwea:Jth. .

" (4.) A regulation of a.legislative· character Under the authority
of any .law made by the j>arliament in the exercise of any power 40
conferred by sub-section '(1.) of this. section-

(a) shall, subject to this section, take effect on t~e expiration of
the fourteenth day after its contents have been notified
in the mauner provided by the Parliament to each senator

, and each member' of the ·House of 'Representatives or on 45
such later date as is specified in the regulation;

(b)shal!
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Demor;ratio Rights). .

(b) shall not take effect if, within fourteen days after its contents
have been so notified, either House of the Parliament
passes a resolution disapproving of the regulation; and

(0) shall take effect on the date of its making or on such later
5 date as is specified in the regulation, if the Governor-General

in Council declares on specified grounds 'that the making
of the regulation is urgently required.

"(5.) This section shall continue in force until the expiration of a
period of five years from the date upon ,,:hich AUstralia ceases to he

10 engaged in hostilities in the present war, and shall then cease to have
effect, and no law-made by the Parliament with respect to any matter
specified in sub-section (1.) of this section shall continue to have any
force or effect by virtue of this section after this section has ceased
to have effect.".

•

3
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THIS Proposel! Law originated in the House of Representatives, and
on the twenty-third day of March, One thousand nine hundred
and forty-four, finally passed hoth Houses of the Parliament.
There was an absolute majority of each House to the passing of this
Proposed Law. It now awaits a Referend~m to the people.

J. S. ROSEVEAR,

Speakm..F .. C. GREEN,.

OZark of the House of Rep'·esentatives.
23rd March, 1944.

•

To alter the Constitution for a limited period
by empowering the Parliament to make
Laws in relation to Post-war Reconstruction,
and by including Provisions to safeguard
Freedom of Speech and Expression and
Freedom of Religion. .

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, "the Senate, Proamble.

and the House of Representatives of the Co=onwealth of
Australia, with the approval of the electors, as required by the
Constitution, as follows :-,

1. This Act may· be- cited as Oonstitution :Altemtion (Post-'war Short title.

Reconstruction and Democratic Rights) 1944..,

2. The Constitution is altered by inserting, after Chapter], the·
following Chapter and section :-

" CHAPTER lA.-TEMPORARY PROVISIONS.

"60A.-(1.) The Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution, Additional

have power to make laws for the peace, order and good government =~;;I:~d
of the ,Commonwealth with respect to- gunranwes.

(i) the reinstatemeut and advancement of those who have been
members of the fighting services of the Commonwealth

during

A PROPOSED LAW



(b) sbal,1

2 OoiisHtidii51i Alteration (Pdsi'4<Kir &c;msti1i&ion arid.· 1944~
.De+itbcndid, lli1/flls).

during any Vial', ~hdiiiieaci"~iic~ili~Rtblthedependank
01' tho~e members who liave died or been' disabled as
~ qonsequence of any. war;

(ii)·.ni:plbjlnent and unemployment;
'(iii) ·organized marketing of commodities ;
(iv) companies, but so tbat any such -law shall be uniform

throughout the Commonwealth;
(v) trusts, combines and monopolies;

(vi) profiteering and prices (but not including prices or rates
charged by State.or semi-governmental or local governing
bodies for goods or services);

(vii) the production and distribution of. goods, but so that--
(a) no laiv made imder .thisparagraph with respect

to primary prodliction shall have effect in a State
until approved by the Goverhor in Council of
that State; and ...

(b) no law made iliidet this paragraph shall discriminate
betweeiiStatesor.parts of States;

(viii) the control of overseas. exchange and overseas investment;
and the regulation (jf:th~ xaisingdf money in accordance
with such plans as are' approved by a majority of

. members :0£ the Australian Loan Council;
(ix)air ttanilpoft; .. ..... .... .
(x) riniformitfof railway gauges; .
(xi) natioualworkS, blit so that, befareany shch work is imdertaken

i".a State, the consent of the Governor in Couricil of that
State .shall.be ,oqtained ahd so that any such work so
urideHakim shall'be cani.a dlit in co-operation With the
State;

(xii) national health in co-operation with the States or any of
.them-;'

(xiii) family allowances; and .
(Xiv) .the people of the aboriginal n'ce.

" (2.) Neither the Commonwealth nor a State may make any law
for abridging the freedom of speech or df eXpreSsion.

" (3.) Section one hundred and sixteen of thiS Constitution sliall
apply toand in relation to, everyStatein like mauner as it applies
to and iri relation to the Commonwealth.

" (4.) A r~gulation of a)egislative character under the authority
of any law imldeby the Parliament ill the exercise of any power
<lomerred by sub.section (1.) of this section~

(a) 'shall, subject to this section, take effect on the expiration of
the fourteenth day after its contents have been ndtifie<i
in the mauner provided by. the Parjiament to· each senator
and each member of the House of Representatives or on
such later date as is specified in the regulation;
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(b) shaU not take effect if, within fourteen days after its contents
have been so notiJied, either House of the Parliament
passes ,a resolution disapproving of the regulation; and

(c) -shaU take effect on the date of its making or on such later
. date as is specified in the regulation, if the Governor-General

in Council declares on specified grounds that the making
of the regulation is urgently required.

" (5.) This section shall continue in force until the expiration ~f a
period of five years from the date upon which Australia·ceases to he
,engaged in hostilities in the present war, and shall then cease to have
effect, and no law made by the Paruament with respect to any matter
specified in sub-section (1.) of this section shall continue to have any
force or effect by virt';e of this section after this section has ceased
-to have eflect. lJ. .

By Authority: L. F~ JOHNSTON, Commonwealth Government Printer. Canberra.

3

381


