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THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

No. 109

THURSDAY, 27 FEBRUARY 1992

1 The House met, at 9.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker (the
Honourable Leo McLeay) took the Chair, and read Prayers.

2 PETITIONS AND MINISTERS' RESPONSES: The Clerk announced that the
following Members had each lodged petitions for presentation, viz.:

Mr Aldred, Mr K. J. Andrews, Mr Atkinson, Mrs Bailey, Mr Baldwin,
Dr Blewett, Mr Broadbent, Mr Cameron, Mr Chaney, Mr Connolly,
Ms Crawford, Mr Dobie, Mr Ferguson, Mr Fife, Mr T. A. Fischer,
Mrs Gallus, Mr Gibson, Mr Gorman, Mr Hall, Mr Halverson,
Mr Howard, Mr Howe, Mr Jones, Mr Jull, Dr Kemp, Mr Lee,
Mr Lindsay, Mr Lloyd, Mr McGauran, Mr Mack, Mr Melham,
Mr Peacock, Mr Prosser, Mr Reid, Mr Reith, Mr Riggall, Mr Rocher,
Mr Ronaldson, Mr Ruddock, Mr Scholes, Mr J. L. Scott, Mr L. J.
Scott, Mr Shack, Mr West, Dr R. L. Woods and Dr Wooldridge, from
14, 13, 14, 14, 13, 14, 13, 14, 13, 14, 14, 14, 14, 14, 12, 14, 14, 14,
15, 14, 14, 13, 14, 13, 14, 14, 14, 14, 14, 14, 14, 14, 14, 14, 14, 14,
14, 14, 14, 14, 14, 14, 14, 14, 14 and 14 petitioners, respectively,
praying that the resumption of operations by Compass Airlines be
facilitated and that fair and adequate facilities be made available to all
operators under aviation deregulation.

Mr Fife, Mr P. S. Fisher and Mr Smith, from 19, 13 and 16 airline
pilots, respectively, praying that implementation of unproven procedures
associated with the Civil Aviation Authority's Airspace Management
and Air Traffic Service program be prevented.

Mr K. J. Andrews and Mr Shack, from 966 and 18 petitioners,
respectively, praying that the Commonwealth Ombudsman be empowered
to investigate any action that relates to programming decisions of the
ABC.

Mr Webster and Mr H. F. Woods, from 13 and 26 petitioners,
respectively, praying that the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child be amended to recognise the importance of the family unit and
the rights and responsibilities of parents and that certain international
treaties be debated in Parliament.

Mr Baldwin, from 260 petitioners, praying that certain action be taken
to provide publicly funded, accessible, quality tertiary education to all
sectors of the community.

Mr Bilney, from 23 residents of Western Australia, praying that the
No. 2 Flight Air Training Corps not be relocated from Wanneroo to
Leederville and that it be sufficiently funded to enable completion and
maintenance of its Landsdale facilities.

Mr Braithwaite, from 2033 residents of Mackay, Qld, praying that the
telecasting of pornographic programs be restricted to after 10.30 p.m.
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and that broadcasting of pornographic material on pay television when
it is introduced be prevented.

Mr Duncan, from 13 petitioners, praying that certain action be taken to
ban international sales of armaments and arms-related technology.

Mr R. F. Edwards, from 99 petitioners, praying that persons who have
made racist remarks or practised racist policies be refused entry to
Australia and denied permanent resident status or Australian citizenship.

Ms Fatin, from 115 petitioners, praying that the invitation to Australia
to be the featured country at the 1994 Festival of American Folklife
be accepted.

Mrs Gallus, from 7 petitioners, praying that the Abortion Funding
Abolition Bill 1990 be passed and that pregnant women with problems
be helped to continue their pregnancies.

Mr Halverson, from 121 petitioners, praying that a post office be returned
to Yellingbo, Vic.

Mr Halverson, from 22 petitioners, praying that the decision to reduce
broadcasting time in Dutch on SBS radio be reviewed and that proper
regard be given to demographic realities in allocating broadcasting time
on Radio 3EA.

Mr Hand, from 2 petitioners, praying that the 1991 Budget decision to
introduce a security bond and health levy on migrants be overturned
and that more equitable and traditional options of debt recovery be
reviewed.

Mr Howard, from 16 residents of the Central Coast of New South Wales,
praying that destruction of Australia's connection with the British
Empire by altering the flag not be allowed.

Mrs Jakobsen, from 14 965 petitioners, praying for legislative action to
ensure the adoption of certain processes for dealing with cases involving
child sexual abuse.

Mr Jull, from 11 petitioners, praying that the Commonwealth Government
retain responsibility for the repatriation hospital system.

Mr McGauran, from 235 residents of South Gippsland, Vic., praying that
a television translator station be located at the Barry Beach Marine
Terminal for relay of all signals into the Toora/Welshpool area.

Mr MacKellar, from 23 residents of New South Wales and Victoria,
praying that a second frequency for SBS radio be approved.

Mr Reid, from 58 residents of Bendigo and St Arnaud, Vic., praying that
certain action be taken immediately to cause a general election to
provide Australians with the opportunity to decide on the nation's
economic direction.

Mr Rocher, from 17 petitioners, praying that certain action be taken
before 1 January 2001 to reaffirm that Australia is a Christian
Commonwealth according to law and its heritage, traditions and
customs.

Mr Ruddock, from 334 residents of New South Wales, praying that
immediate recognition be given to Croatia as a sovereign nation.

Mr J. L. Scott, from 1400 petitioners, praying that the clearance of land
mines in Cambodia be given high priority and that action be taken to
ban the manufacture and use of anti-personnel land mines.

Mr Shack, from 521 petitioners, praying that the deeming provisions
relating to money held in accounts with financial institutions be
amended to exclude the first $3500 for individuals and $7000 for
couples.

Mr Simmons, from 24 residents of New South Wales, praying that certain
action be taken in the 1991-92 Budget to redress falls in the real value
of the pension relative to wages and alleviate poverty among low-
income Australians.
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Mr Smith, from 74 petitioners, praying that the Prices Surveillance
Authority be instructed to set a maximum price of liquid petroleum
gas without linking it to the prevailing world price, or to provide a
subsidy to domestic users.

Mr Snow, from 121 residents of Queanbeyan, NSW, and Canberra,
praying for action to ensure a peaceful resolution of the conflict in
East Timor and that the wishes of the East Timorese be determined
by referendum.

Mr Snow, from 11 petitioners, praying that an International Earth Repair
Action Decade begin on 5 June 1992.

Mr Snowdon, from 62 petitioners, praying that certain action be taken
to investigate the Dili massacre, prevent further human rights abuses
in East Timor and conduct a referendum on East Timor's right to self-
determination.

Mr Snowdon, from 26 petitioners, praying that AIDEX 1991 be closed
down and certain other action be taken to minimise the arms trade.

Mr Taylor, from 15 petitioners, in similar terms.
Mr Taylor, from 19 petitioners, praying that pornographic material not

be available to minors.
Mr Taylor, from 5 petitioners, praying that legislation preventing the

right to advertise political material on radio and television be rejected.
Mr Webster, from 1005 petitioners, praying that the Abortion Funding

Abolition Bill be supported.
Mr Webster, from 608 petitioners, in similar terms.
Mr Webster, from 149 petitioners, praying that funding of abortions

through Medicare cease and certain other action be taken to protect
the right to life of the unborn.

Mr Webster, from 104 petitioners, in similar terms.
Mr H. F. Woods, from 1548 electors of the Divisions of Richmond and

Page, praying that the SBS television service be extended to the
Northern Rivers region of NSW in conjunction with the commercial
television equalisation program.

Mr H. F. Woods, from 140 petitioners, praying that the importing and
exporting of chloroflurocarbons be banned and certain other legislative
action be taken in response to the greenhouse effect.

Petitions received.
The Clerk announced that the following Ministers' responses to petitions

previously presented to the House had been received, viz.:
From the Minister for Defence Science and Personnel relating to a

petition lodged by Mr Gorman, on 14 November 1991, praying that
any proposal for the functions of HMAS Nirimba and HMAS Cerberus
to be consolidated at HMAS Cerberus be rejected.

From the Minister for Immigration, Local Government and Ethnic Affairs
relating to petitions lodged by Mr Cameron and Mr Ruddock, on
7 November and 19 December 1991, respectively, praying that rejection
of Mr Aka Vana's application for citizenship be reviewed.

3 AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY-JOINT COMMITTEE-REPORT-
STATEMENT BY MEMBER: Mr Langmore (Chairman) presented the
following report:

Australian Capital Territory-Joint Committee-Special report of the
Joint Committee on the Australian Capital Territory proposing that the
name of the committee be changed, February 1992.

Ordered to be printed.
Mr Langmore made a statement in connection with the report.
Ordered-That consideration of the report be made an order of the day for

the next sitting Thursday.
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4 WATER RESOURCES: The order of the day having been read for the
resumption of the debate on the motion of Mr Johns-That this House:
(1) notes that:

(a) water is one of Australia's most valuable resources;
(b) its use, treatment and availability vary enormously throughout the

nation;
(c) there is debate as to whether this resource is managed sufficiently

well so that the water available to the next generation will be at
least as good as that currently available; and

(d) together, water and sewerage activities involve total employment
of 35 000 workers and $2 billion worth of investment annually;
and

(2) calls on the Government, in conjunction with the States and other
authorities, to:
(a) consider how Australia can achieve more efficient and environmentally

sound use of its water resources; and
(b) develop a national strategy for sustainable water quality

management-
Debate resumed.
The time allotted for the debate having expired, the debate was interrupted

and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next
sitting Thursday.

5 SMALL BUSINESS: Mr Prosser, pursuant to notice, moved-That this House:
(1) recognises the vital role of small business in our economy; and
(2) condemns the Government for its poor economic and wages policies

which have crippled the small business sector.
Debate ensued.
The time allotted for the debate having expired, the debate was interrupted

and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next
sitting Thursday.

6 NEEDS OF THE WORLD'S CHILDREN: Mr Ruddock, pursuant to notice,
moved-That the House:
(1) recalls that the Australian Government was represented at the World

Summit for Children in 1990 and that, on behalf of the Prime
Minister, Mr Hawke, several promises were made regarding the needs
of the world's children, namely:
(a) to cut down on all preventable child deaths by the year 2000;
(b) to cut maternal death rates by half by the year 2000;
(c) to reduce severe and moderate malnutrition among children by one

half of the 1990 level;
(d) that a goal be set for the provision of clear water and sanitation

for all families;
(e) that basic education be available to all and that at least 80 percent

of all children complete primary education;
(f) that education be provided for at least half of uneducated and

illiterate adults, especially women; and
(g) that children be provided with protection in situations of armed

conflict;
(2) notes that to give effect to the above promises the Australian

Government promised an interdepartmental committee to develop a
plan to effect these aims by the end of 1991; and

(3) regrets that with less than two months left in 1991 there has been no
announcement from the Government regarding the honouring of this
commitment.

Ordered-That Mr Ruddock be granted an extension of time.
Debate ensued.
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The time allotted for the debate having expired, the debate was interrupted,
the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting
Thursday, and Mrs Jakobsen was granted leave to continue her speech
when the debate is resumed.

7 HUMAN RIGHTS IN BURMA: The order of the day having been read for the
resumption of the debate on the motion of Mr Halverson-That the House:
(1) calls upon the State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) of

Burma to cede legal authority to a civilian government as mandated
by the Burmese people in the elections of May 1990;

(2) condemns the arrest and detention of Burmese citizens for the peaceful
expression of their political views;

(3) condemns the SLORC's disregard of human rights and fundamental
freedoms; and

(4) urges the Australian Government to:
(a) call upon the UN Human Rights Commission to continue and

expand its scrutiny and action over the human rights situation in
Burma;

(b) affirm its support for the resettlement of genuine Burmese asylum
seekers who are without other safe and reasonable alternatives; and

(c) call upon the Government of Thailand to accord Burmese refugees
temporary safe haven and access to procedures for third country
resettlement-

Debate resumed.
It being 12.30 p.m., the debate was interrupted in accordance with sessional

order 104A, the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for
the next sitting Thursday, and Mr Ruddock was granted leave to continue
his speech when the debate is resumed.

8 GRIEVANCE DEBATE: Pursuant to the provisions of sessional order 106, the
order of the day having been read-

Question proposed-That grievances be noted.
Debate ensued.
It being 1.45 p.m., the debate was interrupted in accordance with sessional

order 106.
Question-That grievances be noted-put and passed.

9 MEMBERS' STATEMENTS: Members' statements were made.

10 QUESTIONS: Questions without notice being asked-
Member named. The Speaker named the Member for Gippsland

(Mr McGauran) for reflecting on the Chair.
Mr Beazley (Leader of the House) moved-That the Member for Gippsland

be suspended from the service of the House.
Mr McGauran having withdrawn the remark, and the withdrawal having been

accepted by the Chair, the matter was not proceeded with.
Questions without notice continued.

11 PAPERS: The following papers were presented:
Albury-Wodonga Development Act-Albury-Wodonga Development

Corporation--18th report, for 1990-91.
Australian Customs Service: Coastwatch-Report on investigation into arrival

of Suspect Illegal Entrant Vessel (SIEV) into Montague Sound February
1992.

Australian Securities Commission Act-Companies and Securities Advisory
Committee-Report for 1990-91.

Australian War Memorial Act-Australian War Memorial-Report for
1990-91.
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Complaints (Australian Federal Police) Act-Federal Police Disciplinary
Tribunal-Report for 1990-91.

Copyright Act-Copyright Agency Limited-Report for 1990-91.
Criminology Research Act-

Australian Institute of Criminology--19th Report, for 1990-91.
Criminology Research Council-19th Report, for 1990-91.

Equal Employment Opportunity (Commonwealth Authorities) Act-Equal
employment opportunity program-Army and Air Force Canteen Service
(AAFCANS)-Report on implementation, 1991.

Family Law Act-Family Court of Australia-Report for 1990-91.
States and Northern Territory Grants (Rural Adjustment) Act-Rural

Adjustment Scheme-Report for 1990-91.

12 AUSTRALIAN CUSTOMS SERVICE: COASTWATCH-REPORT-MOTION TO
TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Mr Beazley (Leader of the House) moved-That
the House take note of the following paper:

Australian Customs Service: Coastwatch-Report on investigation into
arrival of Suspect Illegal Entrant Vessel (SIEV) into Montague Sound,
February 1992.

Debate adjourned (Mr Fife), and the resumption of the debate made an order
of the day for the next sitting.

13 SELECTION COMMITTEE-REPORT: Mr R. F. Edwards (Chairman) presented
the following report:

Selection Committee-Report relating to the program of business prior
to 12.30 p.m. on Thursday, 5 March 1992.

14 DISCUSSION OF MA1TER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE-ECONOMIC STRATEGY:
The House was informed that Mr Reith (Deputy Leader of the Opposition)
had proposed that a definite matter of public importance be submitted to
the House for discussion, namely, "The Government's failure to effectively
deal with the economic problems facing Australia and to map out a strategy
for future prosperity".

The proposed discussion having received the necessary support-
Mr Reith addressed the House.
Discussion ensued.
Discussion concluded.

15 LEAVE OF HOUSE FOR PRODUCTION OF RECORDS IN COURT PROCEEDINGS:
Mr Baldwin (Minister for Higher Education and Employment Services), for
Mr Beazley (Leader of the House), pursuant to notice, moved-That this
House grants leave for Arthur Robinson and Hedderwicks to produce the
following records in evidence in proceedings in Western Mining Corporation
v. The Commonwealth (ref. VG No. 137 of 1991) before the Federal Court:

Parliamentary Debates, House of Representatives-
(a) second reading speech of Mr Griffiths, 8 May 1990, pages 68-72;
(b) continuation of speech of Mr Griffiths, 9 May 1990, page 107;

and
(c) statement by Minister for External Affairs, 30 October 1970, pages

3107-3109.
Debate ensued.
Question-put and passed.

16 CHILD SUPPORT LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 1992: Mr Baldwin
(Minister Assisting the Treasurer), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for
an Act to amend the legislation relating to child support.

Bill read a first time.
Mr Baldwin moved-That the Bill be now read a second time.
Paper: Mr Baldwin presented an explanatory memorandum to the Bill.
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Debate adjourned (Mr Peacock), and the resumption of the debate made an
order of the day for the next sitting.

17 ASIAN DEVELOPMENT FUND BILL 1992: Mr Martin (Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade), pursuant to notice, presented
a Bill for an Act to authorise a further contribution by Australia to the
Asian Development Bank for the purposes of the Asian Development Fund.

Bill read a first time.
Mr Martin moved-That the Bill be now read a second time.
Paper Mr Martin presented an explanatory memorandum to the Bill.
Debate adjourned (Mr Peacock), and the resumption of the debate made an

order of the day for the next sitting.

18 FOREST CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT BILL 1991: The order of the
day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question-
That the Bill be now read a second time-

Debate resumed by Mr Lloyd (Deputy Leader of the National Party of
Australia) who moved, as an amendment-That all words after "That" be
omitted with a view to substituting the following words: "the Bill be
withdrawn and introduced in an amended form so that it offers genuine
resource security to forest development projects that encourage investment,
no matter how small, in enterprises that add value to Australian timber
by:
(1) providing legislative backing to State or regional forest strategies drawn

up according to Commonwealth-approved procedures;
(2) providing project-specific legislative backing for agreements between a

State and proponents of large scale projects such as pulp mills which
satisfy Commonwealth environmental and other requirements; and

(3) minimising duplication of Commonwealth and State administration".
Debate continued.
Debate adjourned (Mr McLachlan), and the resumption of the debate made

an order of the day for a later hour this day.

19 ONE NATION-MINISTERIAL STATEMENT AND PAPER-MOTION TO TAKE
NOTE OF PAPERS: The order of the day having been read for the
resumption of the debate on the motion of Mr Keating (Prime Minister)-
That the House take note of the papers (presented on 26 February 1992),
viz.:

One Nation-
Ministerial statement, 26 February 1992.
Statement, 26 February 1992.

Debate resumed.
Mr O'Keefe addressing the House-

20 ADJOURNMENT: It being 10.30 p.m.-The question was proposed-That the
House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
The House continuing to sit until 11 p.m.-The Deputy Speaker adjourned the

House until Monday next at 2 p.m.

PAPERS: The following papers were deemed to have been presented on
27 February 1992:

Broadcasting Act-Regulations-Statutory Rules 1992, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
6.

Civil Aviation Act-Civil Aviation Regulations-Civil Aviation Orders-
Part 20-Amendment, 26 February 1992.



1336 No. 109-27 February 1992

Judiciary Act-Rules of Court-Statutory Rules 1992, No. 40.
States Grants (TAFE Assistance) Act-Determinations-Nos. TAFE 38/91,

TAFE 39/91.

ATTENDANCE: All Members attended (at some time during the sitting) except
Mrs Bailey, Mr Bilney, Mr Carlton, Mr Hollis, Mr Kerin, Mr Miles,
Mr Sciacca, Mr Snowdon, Mr Tuckey, Mr Walker and Mr West.

L. M. BARLIN
Clerk of the House of Representatives
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