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THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTR.

No. 132.

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

THURSDAY, 21sT MAY, 1908.

1. The House met pursuant to adjournment.-Mr. Speaker took the Chair, and read Prayers.

2. PRIVILEGE-PROCEDURE IN CASES OF.-Sir John Quick moved, by leave, That the Select Committee
re Procedure in cases of Privilege have leave to sit to-morrow during the sitting of the House.

Question-put and resolved in the affirmative.

3. PAPpEs.-Air. Deakin presented, by command of His Excellency the Governor-General-

Australian Bureau of Agriculture-Memorandum on the subject of the Establishment of.-
By the Hon. L. E. Groom, M.P.

Ordered to lie on the Table and to be printed.

Mr. Ewing presented, by command of His Excellency the Governor-General-

Defence Department-Memorandum by the Minister of State for Defence on the Estimates
of the Defence Department for the Financial Year 1907-8..

Ordered, after debate, to lie on the Table and to be printed.

Mr. Chapman presented, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament-

Customp Act-Regulation 130 Amended-Statutory Rules 1908, No. 54.

Sugar Bounty Act-Regulations-Statutory Rules 1908, No. 53.

Mr. Hume Cook presented, pursuant to the direction of an Act of Parliament-

Public Service Act-Regulation 104 Amended-Statutory Rules 1908, No. 58.

4. ApyERTISEMENTS BY GOVERNMENT, AND COST, ETC., OF COMM.ONWEALTH GAZETTE.-Mr. Webster moved

pursuant to notice, That there be laid upon the Table a Return giving the following infor-
mation :-

(1) What is the amount spent annually on the production of the Commonwealth Government
Gazette.

(2) What sum did the Commonwealth expend on Government advertisements and announce-
ments during the years 1905-7.

(3) The amounts paid to the metropolitan newspapers circulating in and around the several
capital cities of the Commonwealth during the years 1905-7.

(4) The amount paid to newspapers circulating in the Commonwealth, other than those named
in paragraph 3, during the same years.

(5) What is the cost of circulating the Commonwealth Government Gazette for the three
years named.

(6) What revenue has been received for the sale of the said Gazette during the years 1905-7.

Question-put and resolved in the affirmative.
F. 7384.
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5. SUPPLY.--Pursuant to the provisions of Standing Order No. 241, the Order of the Day having been
read for going into the Committee of Supply-

Question proposed-That Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair.

Mr. Chanter moved, as an amendment, That all the words after the word "That" be omitted, with a
view to the insertion of the following words in place thereof :-

" a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon the statements
made to the Postmaster-General, particularly in connexion with the Butts and Short
charges against the medical firm of Freeman and Wallace, and the reasons which
caused the Postmaster-General to issue, through the Commonwealth Gazette, instructions
addressed to all postal officials not to deliver any correspondence addressed through
the post to the Freeman and Wallace Medical Institute.

(2) That such Committee have power to send for persons, papers, and records, to take
evidence upon oath, to have leave to report the minutes of evidence from time to
time, and move from place to place if found necessary.

(3) That such Committee consist of Mr. Archer, Mr. Foster, Mr. Frazer, Mr. Fuller, and the
Mover."

Debate ensued.

Mr. Fisher moved, That. the debate be now adjourned.

Question-That the debate be now adjourned-put and resolved in the affirmative.

Ordered-That the resumption of the debate be made an Order of the Day for Thursday next.

Resolved-That the House do now resol're itself into the Committee of Supply.

6. SUPPLY.-Mr. Speaker thereupon left the 0hair, and the House resolved itself into the Committee of
Supply.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; Mr. McDonald reported that the Committee had made progress,
and that he was directed to ask, That bhe Committee may have leave to sit again.

Resolved--That the House will, to-morrow, again re*solve itself into the said Committee.

7. MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.-CUSTOMS TARIFF BILL (1907).-Mr. Speaker.announced the receipt of
the following Message from the Senate:-

MR. SPEAKER, XMessage No. 28.

The Senate returns to the House of Representatives the Bill intituled "A Bill foran Act
relating to Duties of Customs," and acquaints the House of Representatives that the Senate has
considered the Messages of that House, dated 6th and 20th May, in reference to such Bill.

The Senate does not now request the House to make the amendments originally requested
by Requests Nos. 1, 2 (as to part), 5, 7,8, 9, 18, 23, 26, 27, 39 (as to part), 89, 98, 112, 119,
122, 128 (as to part), 129 (as to part), 133, 137, 138, 139, 142, 147, 153, 155, 161, 189, 192 (as
to part), 210 (as to part), 212, and 231.

The Senate has agreed to tho modifications made by the House of Representatives in
Requests for amendments Nos. 13, 15, 16, 20, 50, 108, 111, 112, 113, 121, 128, 129, 151, 152,
158, 175, 179, 183, 202, 210, and 234.

The Senate has agreed to the araendments made by the House of Representatives conse-
quential on the insertion of new Schedule B.

The Senate has resolved to further press its Requests for amendments Nos. 37, 49, 62, 69,
86, 91, 93, 94, 96, 141, 156, 159, 187, and 223, and again requests the House of Representatives
to make such amendments, as shown in the annexed Schedule (No. 1).

Requests for amendments Nos. 10, 22, 33 (as to part), 34, 40 (as to part), 46, 61, 72 (as to
part), 73 (as to part), 74 (as to part), 75, 81 (as to part), 88 (as to part), 90 (as to part), 92 (as to
part), 95, 111, 118, 130, 145, 154, 160, 162 (as to part), 182, 204 (as to part), 227 (as to part),
and 229, which were not made, or were partly made, or were modified by the House of Represen-
tatives, have been dealt with by the Senate as shown in the annexed Schedule (No. 2), and the
Senate requests the House of Representatives to further amend the Bill as now indicated in such
Requests.

The Senate, A. J. GOULD,
Melbourne, 21st May, 1908. , President.
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Sir William Lyne moved-That the con si6eration of the Senate's Message No. 28 in Committee of the whole
House be made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.
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Point of Order.-Sir John Forrest raised a point of order that the Senate had not power to return
any proposed law a second time with requests for amendments.

Speaker's Ruling.-Mr. Speaker said in reply :-

I am not prepared to give a ruling on the question, but on being asked so to do, I ought
to give the House such information as I am possessed of. In the first place, it is impossible to look
elsewhere for precedents, because I know of no other Constitution which so distributes the
financial power as does ours between the respective Houses. We must therefore be guided
wholly by our own Constitution, and by the practice which we have set up. Precisely the
same point arose on the consideration of the first Tariff, and it was agreed by the then House
that whether or not the Message which was sent, as this Message has been sent, from another
place to us, should be received, was entirely a matter to be determined by the House itself.
There were not then, there are not now, any Joint Standing Orders dealing with the matter,
so that when this question is again called on on the day for which, to-night, it may be set down,
it will be for the House either to proceed with the consideration of the Message, or to deal with
it as it may think fit, or to refuse to consider it, precisely as the House at that moment pleases. I
may remind the House that, on the last occasion, it was decided to take the Message into
consideration, but the following resolution was adopted:-

"That having regard to the fact that the public welfare demands the early enactment of
a Federal Tariff, and pending the adoption of Joint Standing Orders, this House
refrains from the determination of its constitutional rights or obligations in respect to
this Message, and resolves to receive and consider it forthwith."

That is the course that was followed on that occasion, and that may, or may not, be followed on
this occasion, as the House, led by the Government, decides.

Question -That the consideration of the Senate's Message No. 28 in Committee of the whole House
be made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next-put and resolved in the affirmative.

8. ADJOURNMENT.-Sir William Lyne moved, That the House do now adjourn.
Question-put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the House, at eleven o'clock p.m., adjourned until to-morrow at half-past ten o'clock a.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT.-All Members were present (at some time during the sitting) except-Mr. Edwards*,
Mr. Fairbairn, Mr. Fowler*, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Knox, Mr. Livingston, Mr. Poynton, Mr. Reid,
Mr. Thomas, Mr. Watkins, and Mr. Wynne.

* On leave.

C. GAVAN DUFFY,
Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Printed and Published for the GOVERNMENT of the COMMONWEALTH of AUSTRALIA 1)v J. KEMP,
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