Dr Evan Bayliss
7Henry St

Shenton Park WA 6008
24/05/07

The Secretary,

Senate Community Affairs Committee
Parliament House

Canberra

Re: Submission to Senate Inquiry into the Operation and Effectiveness of
Patient Assisted Travel Schemes (PATYS).

Asamedical oncologist with a significant involvement with patients from
rural and remote regions | have had long experience with subsidised travel
and accommodation schemes for people from these areas. This goes back as
far as the Commonwedth Government IPTAS arrangements before 1987.

The current State-based scheme is operated by the various hedlth regions
responsible for the non-metropolitan portion of Western Austraia. Each
region hasits own separate PATS budget. The strictnesswith which thisis
managed varies consderably. In one or two areas patients have reported
difficulties obtaining assistance in getting to Perth, with pressures exerted to
attend someone locally. As avisiting specidist mysdf, | fully redlise thevaue
In management being carried out as closeto home as possible, but thisis not
something to be suddenly arranged at the last moment.

At the moment the means by which budgeting for PATSin eech regionis
determined is not apparent. In particular it is not clear if the dlocationis
arbitrary or based on the potential costs of transporting patients.

In order to ensure that patientsin rural and remote regions have the same
access to speciaised services aforded to Metropolitan inhabitants, thereisa
need to obtain accurate data on what the costs are for patient movements
from different parts of the state. No doubt thiswould apply to other parts of
Audtraiaaswdll.

Thiswould then permit the establishment of a uniform set of guidelinesto
assst the various health areas in ensure the scheme is run the same across dl
regions and idedlly provide arationa base to determine the budgetsfor the
different areas. Whatever system is established need to ensure that from the
patient's point the procedures are kept as smple as possible, otherwiseiit
might appear to the person that little has been achieved.

Yourssincerdly

Pr Evan Bayliss






