


Cancer is the leading cause of death worldwide', and the second leading cause of death in
Australia after cardiovascular disease?,

While chemotherapies have been the mainstay of cancer treatments for nearly 100 vears,
new developments include cancer therapy incorporating medicines that can simultaneously
inhibit the actions of different types of cancer cell receptors. Studies are being carried out in
this area by GSK for the early and late-stage treatment of a variety of cancers, including
breast cancer.

As well as providing advancements in terms of treatment of cancer, such oral therapies can
provide added convenience for patients, who might traditionally have received intravenous
chemotherapy, requiring regular visits to day oncology treatment centres. This obviously
causes considerable inconvenience, cost and even distress for those persons |ocated at
distance from treatment centres, particularly if they have a young family, and/or they are
based on the land, and do not have alternative labour options.

Management of metastatic breast cancer: an examination of socioeconomic and
regional impacts

As a company with a strong interest in oncology, GSK were interested to understand more
about the experiences of patients with breast cancer. GSK commissioned Access
Economics® to produce a report to examine the socioeconomic experiences of people with
breast cancer, and to examine whether geography had an influence over a patient’s
experience, including survival.

The report found:

4 For each new case of breast cancer, individuals bear financial costs of nearly
$28000;

¢ Seventy-eight per cent of women bear out of pocket travel expenses
associated with breast cancer, with an average cost of approximately $571
(A$2005)

< Whilst incidence of breast cancer in regional Australia is lower than in
metropolitan areas, overall survival (deaths per case) is worse in regional
areas,

4 Queensland's large regional population meant that it reported new cases,
and deaths from metastatic breast cancer, larger than its population share

4 There are a number of factors thought to contribute to the worse survival
outcomes in regional areas, including:

o An older age structure in regional areas (advancing age is associated
with a higher risk of breast cancer),

o lower socioeconomic status, which is associated with lower rates of
screening,

o diet and lifestyle risk factors including tobacco smoking,

o indigenous status - indigenous women had 9 per cent higher rates of
breast cancer mortality than the Australian female population as a
whole;

o environmental, industry, and occupational exposure to carcinogens;

o co-morbidities with other diseases such as cardiovascular disease and
diabetes; and
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o later diagnosis and less access to cancer screening and treatment
services in regional areas.

In conclusion the Access Report noted “Oral therapies have the important advantage that
they allow patients to be at home for their chemotherapy. This can save time, travel and
accommodation costs, lost income, the need to navigate reimbursement systems, and
avoids the emotional burden for the patient of separation from family and local community
support networks.”

In drawing its conclusions, the report drew on the experiences of a number of women who
had to travel significant distances for their freatment. This included a women with young
children living in Alice Springs, who elected to go to Brisbane for treatment, & discussed the
challenges of finding appropriate childcare for when she had to go away for treatment.
Cathy Murphy, from Dolby Queensland, had four children under 10 at the time of diagnosis,
and lived on a 12 000 acre cattle property. She spoke of the challenges of travelling to
Brisbane for treatment, in terms of financial impost, and time away from home, when she is
her husband's ‘right hand man' on the property.

Attached is the report by Access Economics which is, as yet, unpublished. GSK would be
happy to meet with the Committee regarding this report, and to discuss how advances in
the treatment of cancers are providing alternative treatment options for patients, which may
involve reducing the not inconsiderable cost and inconvenience associated with travelling
from home for treatment.

| can be contacted on (03) 8721 6721 or by emait at: alex.t.gosman@gsk.com.

Yours sincerely

Alex Gosman
Director, Government and Corporate Affairs
GlaxoSmithKline Australia



