
MURWEH SHIRE COUNCIL 
95-101 Alfred Street, Charleville 

A.B.N. 98 117 909 303 

Patient Assisted Travel Schemes 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

community.affairs.sen@aph.gov.au 

near Senators 

Subject: Review of Patient Assisted Travel Scheme 

I am the Chief Executive Officer of Xurweh Shire headquartered 
in Charleville, Queensland. I have worked in Western 
Queensland local government for over twenty years. 
Charleville is a regional centre and our hospital services 
adjoining Shires of Quilpie, Thargomindah (BuLLoo) and 
Cunnamuila (Paroo) which is a vast area of South Western 
Queensland. 

I don't have any expertise in health or health service 
delivery but in recent times I have become aware of residents 
with serious health problems and quite frankly have been 
appalled by the administration of assisted travel in our 
region. I would like to acquaint you with two residents of 
our Shire who are being treated for very serious illness. 
Both have given permission to have their names and telephone 
numbers ihcluded in this submission and would gladly provide 
further information and documents on cheir experiences with 
the travel subsidy. 

1. Mr Roy Bignell, Charleville 

Roy has been undergoing treatment for cancer in Rrisbane which 
is nearly 800km from Charleville. Despite the seriousness of 
his illness, the effects of his treatment and recommendations 
of his doctors, he has had to continually fight to be given 
air vouchers to get to his destination. 

The alternative is a 14 hour one way bus ticket which would be 
torture for anyone undergoing this type of treatment. It is 
disgraceful that an Australian citizen who has worked all his 






