











join a club, they must first become what is called a ‘hang around” — frequenting open

nights at the club house on a weekly basis and attending the club pub. It is best to wait
till a member approaches you, unless you have good reason to approach an individual
patched member.

Once contact has been established and friends made, the person interested in
joining must find a sponsor. A sponsor is a full member of the club who puts their
reputation on the line to say that the applicant is ‘staunch’ enough to be a member of
the club. The sponsor brings the applicant’s request to the club. The clubs are
participatory democracies and therefore, a vote will be held by all full members of the
chapter weither to allow the applicant to become a Nominee or Prospect, the term
depending upon the particular club. If the applicant gets a majority vote, they then are
entitled to wear a version of the full three piece colours which define the club on his
riding vest.

The next year is tough for the Prospect or Nominee. He is expected to the
bidding of any full member ranging from building fish ponds for members, getting
drinks doing errands, etc. A prospect does the hard yards during this phase of entry.
Voice stress testers, meeting the Nom’s family by some members of the club
delegated to do so, street toughness tests, and the ability to ride and repair
motorcycles are all part of the testing procedures. At the end of the Nom’s trial
period, the chapter takes a vote on his being allowed to become a full member. To
gain entry and pass over from Nom status to Full Member status, there can be no
objections, although abstaining from the vote is allowed.

As a full member, the former nom receives his full set of colours which are
called his “originals” and is allowed to join the club in voting and most other
privileges, the exception being an office bearer. Normally, one is not allowed to be an
office bearer for three to five years. The clubs are clubs with the usual office bearers
in most cases - President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and Sergeant at Arms.
One notable exception is the Finks MC whose only office bearer is a Sergeant at
Arms.

The dilemma facing the Adelaide clubs is that the criminal elements of the
clubs have come to hold sway and that those who wish to enjoy the lifestyle of the
outlaw bikie are subject to extreme police measures and political targeting. Measures
proposed to eradicate the clubs are resisted by the clubs in their entirety as the
members are protecting their lifestyle. The most effective policing strategy would be
to utilize legislation aimed at minimizing and subsequently weeding out the criminal
elements of the clubs. There is strong support for this sort of action from both current
and past members.

Thus, rather than bulldozing the clubhouses, introducing versions of Canada’s
new legislation called colloquially as ‘prove what you got’ (how did you get your
assets) and introduction of Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations (RICO)
style laws which can be pursued through civil action would allow the club members
who simply want to pursue their counterculture lifestyle to flourish without all the
hassles with police and politicians.

Internationally, some clubs now use psychological testing procedures to
determine if a Nom wishes to join to “become a man” or if he is a man and wants to
join for the lifestyle purposes. That is, is the Nom joining as he thinks it will make
him a feared and respected member of his society or is he joining to be part of the
club and what it stands for — motorcycling, partying and brotherhood.
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