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ODGERS’ AUSTRALIAN SENATE PRACTICE is the authoritative and comprehensive guide to the 
operations of the Australian Senate and parliamentary lore generally. It is a frequently cited 
authority in legislative, judicial and other forums when parliamentary matters are involved. 
This revised and expanded twelfth edition appears at the beginning of a new phase in the 
history of the Senate, with the change in composition resulting from the 2007 general election.  

“This edition appears when the country is entering upon an era of life-and-death policy issues and 
extremely difficult decisions. As always, there are demands for power to be concentrated in the 
hands of the central executive government, supposedly to allow it to solve the problems that must 
be confronted. As always, such demands are misconceived. In this era, scrutiny and accountability 
of government will be more vital than ever. The greater the policy issues and the more difficult the 
decisions, the more likely it is that mistakes will be made, and parliamentary scrutiny and control 
is essential to disclose and remedy those mistakes. Government itself is weakened by lack of 
accountability. The Senate and its processes provide a large part of the scrutiny that will be 
required. The means by which it may do so are here recorded.” (from the preface) 

 
Subjects covered include: 
 

• the role of the Senate in Australia’s bicameral federal system 
• parliamentary privileges, powers and immunities, including inquiry powers 
• the legislative process, including hearings on bills by committees 
• the protection of civil liberties through the scrutiny of bills and delegated legislation 
• elections, the filling of vacancies, qualifications and  disqualifications 
• conduct of proceedings, motions, amendments, debate, question time etc 
• Senate committees and the rights of witnesses who appear before them 
• relations with the executive government and claims of public interest immunity 
• relations with courts and the judiciary 
• relations between the two Houses of Parliament, disagreements and simultaneous dissolutions. 

 
“A classic parliamentary authority … its high standard of scholarship contributes greatly 

to Australia’s constitutional form of government”—Constitutional Law and Policy Review 

 
“Odgers’ Australian Senate Practice has become one of the handful of 

great books on Australian politics” 
—Brian Galligan, Professor of Political Science, University of Melbourne 

 
763 pages $55 (inc. tax) (hardback) 
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Order form 

 

Odgers’ Australian Senate Practice 
Twelfth Edition 

 
 
Please provide …….. copies of Odgers’ Australian Senate Practice, 12th ed., at the 
following prices: 

• Within Australia—$55.00 per copy (including GST), plus $10.00 postage* 
• Overseas —$A50 per copy plus $30.00 postage (economy airmail)*  

 

 *No extra postage charge for two or more copies 
 

• The return of this form together with payment constitutes an invoice for tax purposes 
(ABN: 23 991 641 527) 

• Orders without payment and foreign cheques will not be accepted 
 
I WISH TO PAY BY: 

 Cheque (in Australian dollars, made payable to: CPM, Department of the Senate) 
 Credit Card 

 MasterCard  Visa  American Express 
 

Account number   

 
 

Expiry date:        
 

Signature:        
 

Name of card holder:       
 
Please send the book(s) to (write in BLOCK CAPITALS): 
 
Name:             
 
Title:             
 
Address:            
 
            
 
            
 
Country:   Postcode:     
 
Tel. No.:   Fax No.:     
 
Payment inquiries to: Collector of Public Monies phone (02) 62773761 
Orders may be FAXED to 02 62773085 or mailed to:  

OASP Sales 
Finance Section 
Department of the Senate 
Parliament House 
Canberra   ACT   2600 
Australia  


	﻿Twelfth Edition
	﻿Payment inquiries to: Collector of Public Monies phone (02) 62773761
	﻿Orders may be faxed to 02 62773085 or mailed to: 
	﻿OASP Sales
	﻿Finance Section
	﻿Department of the Senate
	﻿Parliament House
	﻿Canberra   ACT   2600
	﻿Australia 




