











Some of our owin experences

As relief teachers, we have the opportunity to sce some of the effects of our sexualised culture first hand. One of us
noticed 9 and 10 year old boys leering at pictures in 2 women’s magazine that was kept in the class-room for cutting
up. These boys were far too immature to cope with the excessive sexual knowledge that they had obviously been
exposed to, In another class, in another school, the 10 and 11 year old students had been down-loading lyrics of
popular songs from the Internet. Only a quick glance was needed to show how sexually explicit and unsuitable
these lytics were for these children. Yet, this was part of a class assignment.

In our own home, the Toternet has been very difficult to police effectively. Despite the rules that we have in place,
and the fuce that our computer s set up in a family area, our teenagers have gained access to highly unsuitable
material. fiven Internet filtets have caused more problems than they have solved. This patticular problem has
caused untold stress, misery, and frustration, as well as many slecpless nights, adding excessively (and we believe
unnecessardy) to the anxicites of raising tecnagers.

What the Government needs to do
The Federal government of Australia needs to:

¢ Accept that the problem of sexualisation of the young is happening, and is increasing.

e Accept that the long-term effects will mean only more damaged children, the creation of more and younger
victims, and more and younger perpetrators of heinous sexual crimes.

*  Accept that the problem is large, but can be tackled in several areas.

*  Accept that parents and other concerned citizens, who have been trying to be heard for many years, not
only bave been right to be concerned, but that they have had the genuine needs of their children, and of
society, at heart.

#  Accept that the Government, at both State and Federal levels, needs to act swiftly and effectively to reduce
the problem. They need to:

1. Stop allowing the profit-driven vested interests to take precedence over the intetests of children, youth
and society.

Institute an effective complaints process that takes complaints seriously, and acts upon them effectively,

Replace the current self-nterested, regulatory bodies with a Media “Watchdog” Board with real powers

and with @ mandate to actively pursue infringements and enforce legislation. Any “Watchdog™ Board

needs to do its job.

CRS
Yo

o]

tntroduce mandatory Inrernet filtering at the ISP level.
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Re-introduce mandatory and stricter regulations for free-to-air TV, whete any programming content

afred prior to 8.30pm must be free of sexual innuendo, sexual images and sexual language. This must

nclude the stricter regulating of advertisements, and of news reports.

6. Introduce stricter regulations regarding free-to-air TV, for the post-8.30pm titne-slot.

. Introduce very much stricter regulations regarding the radio, and the songs and advertisements that may
be played on air.

8. lantroduce guidelines to limit sex education, in schools, to children older than ten years of age, and to

ensure that sex-ed 1s confined to strictly age-appropriate material.

Fasure that the rights of parents are not usurped by the school in relation to sex-education.

Conclusions

‘The sexualisation of children problem s huge, and the ramifications serious. Those who have been warning the
Government, and who have tied to make specitic complaints, have been ignored.

In spite of this, the Federal Government can do some things to rein in the contemporary Media. ‘To do this, the
Government needs to immediately and urgently:

e [Enact effective changes to the regulatory systems.

® Be prepared to go in for the long-haul to clean up the current toxic environment,
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s Put the safeiy and welfare of Ausoralia’s children, and future citizens, ahead of profit-drven vested

wnferesis.

Mrs Carol V. Phillips

{Appendices |, 2 & 3 attached.) :
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Appendix i:

{(Lyrics down-loaded from 1 - Two versions)

lzriah Carey)
Touch My Body {Version 1]
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lyrios found on !

tp:/ Swww . completealbumlyrics.com | [ Version 2]
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oz [With the straps)
L big booty a smank

Rel

low low Low Low

you home

grown
akse you moan

straps]
a smack [Ayy]
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Appendix 3

{Janct Jackson piciure, “The West Australian: Seven Days™ - TV Guide)

Revealing neck-line: Why 1s this necessary, and what does it teach our children?
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