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STANDING ORDER 81 AND EXTRACT FROM PRIVILEGE

APPENDIX 4

RESOLUTIONS AGREED TO BY THE SENATE ON
25 FEBRUARY 1988

Standing Order 81

Privilege motions

81.

A matter of privilege, unless suddenly arising in relation to proceedings
before the Senate, shall not be brought before the Senate except in accordance

with the following procedures:

(D

(2

()

(4)

()

(6

(M

A Senator intending to raise a matter of privilege shall notify the President,
in writing, of the matter.

The President shall consider the matter and determine, as soon as
practicable, whether a motion relating to the matter should have precedence
of other business, having regard to the criteria set out in any relevant
resolution of the Senate.

The President's decision shall be communicated to the Senator, and, if the
President thinks it appropriate, or determines that a motion relating to the
matter should have precedence, to the Senate.

A Senator shall not take any action in relation to, or refer to, in the Senate,
a matter which is under consideration by the President in accordance with
this resolution.

Where the President determines that a motion relating to a matter should be
given precedence of other business, the Senator may, at any time when
there is no other business before the Senate, give notice of a motion to refer
the matter to the Committee of Privileges, and that motion shall take
precedence of all other business on the day for which the notice is given.

A determination by the President that a motion relating to a matter should
not have precedence of other business does not prevent a Senator in
accordance with other procedures taking action in relation to, or referring
to, that matter in the Senate, subject to the rules of the Senate.

Where notice of a motion is given under paragraph (5) and the Senate is
not expected to meet within the period of one week occurring immediately
after the day on which the notice is given, the motion may be moved on
that day.



148

Parliamentary Privilege - Resolutions agreed to by the Senate on 25 February 1988

1.  Procedures to be observed by Senate committees for the protection of witnesses

That, in their dealings with witnesses, all committees of the Senate shall observe
the following procedures:

(18) Where 2 committee has any reason to believe that any person has been
improperly influenced in respect of evidence which may be given before
the committee, or has been subjected to or threatened with any penalty or
injury in respect of any evidence given, the committee shall take all
reasonable steps to ascertain the facts of the matter. Where the committee
considers that the facts disclose that a person may have been improperly
influenced or subjected to or threatened with penalty or injury in respect
of evidence which may be or has been given before the committee, the
committee shall report the facts and its conclusions to the Senate.

6,  Matters constituting contempts

That, without derogating from its power to determine that particular acts
constitute contempts, the Senate declares, as a matter of general guidance, that
breaches of the following prohibitions, and attempts or conspiracies to do the
prohibited acts, may be treated by the Senate as contempts.

Interference with witnesses

(10) A person shall not, by fraud, intimidation, force or threat of any kind, by
the offer or promise of any inducement or benefit of any kind, or by other
improper means, influence another person in respect of any evidence given
or to be given before the Senate or a committee, or induce another person
to refrain from giving such evidence.

Molestation of witnesses

(11) A person shall not inflict any penalty or injury upon, or deprive of any
benefit, another person on account of any evidence given or to be given
before the Senate or a committee.

Offences by witnesses etc.

(12) A witness before the Senate or a committee shall not:

(a) without reasonable excuse, refuse to make an oath or affirmation or
give some similar undertaking to tell the truth when required to do
80;
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(b)

(c)

without reasonable excuse, refuse t¢ answer any relevant question
put to the witness when required to do so; or

give any evidence which the witness knows to be false or misleading
in a material particular, or which the witness does not believe on
reasonable grounds te be true or substantially true in every material
particular.

(13) A person shall not, without reasonable excuse:

(a)

(b)

refuse or fail to attend before the Senate or a committee when
ordered to do so; or

refuse or fail to produce documents, or to allow the inspection of
documents, in accordance with an order of the Senate or of a
comimittee.

(14) A person shall not wilfuully avoid service of an order of the Senate or of a
commitiee,

(15) A person shail not destroy, damage, forge or falsify any document
required to be produced by the Senate or by a committee.

Unauthorised disclosure of evidence etc.

(16) A person shall not, without the authority of the Senate or a committee,
publish or disclose:

(a)

(b)

(©)

a document that has been prepared for the purpose of submission,
and submitted, to the Senate or a committee and has been directed
by the Senate or a committee to be treated as evidence taken in
private session or as a document confidential to the Senate or the
committes,

any oral evidence taken by the Senate or a commiitee in pnvate
session, or a report of any such oral evidence; or

any proceedings in private session of the Senate or a committee or
any report of such proceedings, unless the Senate or a committee
has published, or authorised the publication of, that document, that
oral evidence or a report of those proceedings.





