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PREFACE

Appointment of the Committee and its terms of reference

The Senate appointed the Select Committee on Animal
Welfare on 16 and 17 November 1983 and reappointed it on 22
February 1985 and again on 22 September 1987 in each new

Parliament to inquire into and report upon:

the question of animal welfare in Australia,

with particular reference to:

(aj interstate and overseas commerce in

animals;

{(b) wildlife protection and harvesting;

{c) animal experimentation;

(d) codes of practice of animal

husbandry for all speciles; and

(e) the use of animals in sport.

As a result of the broad nature of the terms of
reference, the Committee decided to divide the inguiry into a
number of discrete areas and, as far as possible, to examine two
or more simultaneously. After preliminary public hearings in
mid-1984, the Committee decided to examine kangaroos and the
export of live sheep from Australia. It later added dolphins and
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whales in captivity to this priority list. The Committee reported
on live sheep exports on 13 August 1985, on dolphins and whales
in captivity on 29 November 1985 and on kangarcos on 1 June 1988.
Its next priorities were animal experimentation, on which it

reported on 5 September 1989, and sheep husbandry.
The sheep husbandry issue

The Committee’s decision to inguire into and report on
aspects of on-farm sheep husbandry was motivated by concerns
expressed to it during its inquiry into live sheep exports and by
issues raised both 1in the media and in submissions to the
Committee by the general community, by animal welfare
crganisations and by sections of the sheep and wool industry
itself.

Perceived sheep welfare problems have provoked much
passionate, emotive and heated debate. By inquiring into these
problems, the Committee hoped it might provide a forum in which
all interested parties could outline +their concerns and from
which guidelines for constructive change in one of Australia‘s

most important industries might emerge.
Scope of the sheep husbandry inquiry

In this ingquiry, the Committee has elected to consider
only on-farm aspects of sheep husbandry, including the provision
ot food, water; shelter protection; control of injury and

disease; protection from predation; and appropriate handling.

The Committee will reserve 1its consideration of sheep
transportation issues, saleyards, abattoirs, and intensive

production for inguiries into these issues across species.



Conduct of the inquiry

The Committee received numerous submissions which
touched on or were wholly devoted to sheep husbandry issues. It
heard evidence from 31 organisations or private individuals, on
various aspects of sheep welfare. In additicon, Committee members
visited the Department of Mechanical Engineering, University of
Western Australia, to observe robotic shearing; Merinoc Wool
Harvesting in Adelaide, to observe electro-immobilisation; sheep
properties at Tarago, New South Wales, to observe lamb marking
and mulesing, and at Menindee, to observe arid zone production.
They later wvisited the CSIRQO Division of the Mechanical
Environment to inspect the Auto-trough designed by Mr Tony
Miller.
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anthelmintics:
beta-endorphin:
cortisol:

cryptorchidism:

cutaneous myiasis:

dermatophilosis:

dystocia:

hypocalcaemia:

hypoglycaemia:

immunocastration:

mulesing:

pregnancy toxaemia:

prolactin:

transgenic:

GLOSSARY

substances given to expel parasitic worms.
a peptide from the pituitary gland.
a stercid from the adrenal gland.

cendition induced by forcing the testicles of
ram lambs up close to the body and placing a
ring arcund the empty scrotum. The animals
retain male characteristics but cannot sire
young.

the invasion of sheep skin by fly larvae;
flystrike.

lumpy wool; a disease caused by the bacterium
Dermatophilus congolensis. The bacteria
infect the skin, causing scabs which 1lift
with the growing fleece.

difficulty during lambing.

condition exhibiting the the symptoms of a
deficiency cf total calcium circulating in
the bloodstream.

deficiency of sugar in the bloecd.

immunisation of male animals against their
own male hormone, testosterone, to prevent
sperm production.

the surgical removal of strips of loose,
wool-bearing skin from the breach and tail of
the sheep.

an acute metabolic¢ disorder occurring during
the last few weeks of pregnancy, typically in
ewes carrying twins or triplets.

a hormone associated with lactation and
secreted by the pituitary gland.

animal which contains foreign DNA integrated
into its own chromosomes.
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