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I herebyobjectto Australiaenteringafreetradeagreementwith theUS. Thereasonsto ray
objectionsarein iagreeancewith thosepresentedin thetext, “Ten Devils in theDetail”, publishedby
AYT1NET.

In particularI amconcernedwith theprocesesandproceeduresfor regulationofquarant~neandGE
regulationwhich gives afonrial role in Australia’spolicy ensuringthat tradeobligationsCo theUS
will behighon thelist. TheUS hasalreadychallengedEUlabelling throughtheUTO andidentilied
Australianlabellinglaws asabarrierto trade.Australianquarantineregulationsshouldbemadeon
ascientificbasisandnotpartof atradeformat.

• Secondly,Australianfarmerswill notgainaspredicted,theUS sugarmarketis exeinptrdfrom tariff
• reductionsandbeefdairytariffs is to bephasedoutover 18 years.

• Thirdly!,thedisputeprotocolofUSFTAwill limit democraticprocessandthatenabJesagovernment
• to claimalaw orpolicy oftheothercountryin breachofUSETA. If anissueis not resovedthena

paneloftradelaw expertsareengagedandthehearingis not guaranteedto bemadepuUic. This is a
concernin itself, but further,tradelaw will beusedto challengesocialregulation,which is
inconsistentwith theagreement.

Highercostsfor medicinesastheUSETAgivesdrugcompaniestheoppottunityto infhiencethe
• PBS cornniitteebeforeit’s ultimatedecision. Drugcompanieswoulduseany opportunityto exploit

• themarketbackedby it’s hugeresources,thebottomlinebeingtheAustralianpublic would be
collaredwith 300%rise in prices.

Extensionofcopyrightlawsmeanshighercostsfor librariesandgovernmentandprivaleeducation
• bodies,but themoreinisidiousimplicationis that Australiaandothercountrieswould he governed

moreby US copyrigbtlaw andhaveabsolutelyno autonomyofit’s own.

Lessrights to regulateessentialservices,with thepossibleconsquenceof theview the ‘mtire
strategyandprotocolsofeachinfrastructurewill haveto bestrippeddownandreo2-gan~sed,leading
to unworkablerulesaridregulationsgoverningrecruitment.Workingconditionsandworkplace
rights anddeliveryofeachessentialservicein public andprivatesectorswill beat themercyof US
corporatepractiseof, “ down-sizing”andother counter-productive,negativeactivitie~.

Restrictionson Australiancontentrulesonnewmedia haveapungentaromaofanoverridingUS
hegemony,asmuchofthematerialairedonAustralianTV originatedin theUS andwill only
worsen,with Australiadestinedto becomewhatit is already being regarded as, and tb2 t is a just
anotherannexeoftheUS.

Restrictionsandregulationsofinvestmentandservicesis an anachronism,as any investment in

Australianpropertyis eitherdirectly.or indirectlyinfluencedby thefluctuatingUS dollarand any
investmentin Australiain modemtimes is connectedwith US investmentlegislation.

• In summary,thereis no suchthingasa freetradeagreementfor Australiaoranyothercountrythat
opts to entersuchanagreementwith theUS, andexercisemyright to vehementlyopposesucha
ludicrousexercisein legislatedexploitation.

Yoursfaithfully

Vivian Miles


