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NSWTEACHERSFEDERATION
TEACHERS FEDERATION HOUSE Locked Bag 3010 Darflrighurst NSW 1300

I SubmissionNo:

‘2

P ase-~dd~r~’ss all correspondence to

•1,THE GENERAL SECRETARY

19 May2004 In reply please quote: 61 1/2004/SE/Is

The Committee Secretary
Joint Standing Committee on Treaties
Department of House of Representatives
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Facsimile 026277 2219

Dear Secretary

Please find attached a submission from the New South Wales Teachers Federation on the USA —

Australia Free Trade Agreement.

Yours sincerely

Barry Johnson
General Secretary

I—

23-33 Mary Street~ Suny Hills NSW 2010 ~
Telephone: (02) 9217 2100, 1300 654 369 (8.3Oam-S.O0prn)

Facsimile; (02) 9217 2470
htp;//wlAwnswrf~org.au
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SUBMISSION
FROM NSW TEACHERS FEDERATION
TO THE JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON TREATIES

RE: UNITED STATES-AUSTRALIA FREE TRADE AGREEMENT and IT&~’ P

IMPLICATIONS FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION.

TheUnitedStates— AustraliaFreeTradeAgreement(USAFTA) presentsmanythreatsto the
integrityofpublic educationin Australia,both forthe immediatefutureandthe ‘unknown
quantities’hiddenbehindvaguelanguageandblandassurancesfrom its supportersin governments
in bothCanberraandWashington.

ThecollapseoftheWorld TradeOrganisationtalksin Cancun,Mexico in 2003placedrenewed
focuson thebilateralnegotiationstakingplacebetweenAustraliaandtheUnitedStates.Developing
countrieshavebeenresistingtheGeneralAgreementon Tradein Services(GATS),whichwould
makeall servicestradeablecommodities.Australiabecameasignatoryto GATS in 1994.

GATS hassomeprotectionsforpublic servicessuchaseducationandhealth,but is extrenfelyvague
aboutthedefinition ofpublic services.It definesthemas“thosenotsuppliedona commercialbasis
or in competitionwith otherserviceproviders.”Clearlyeducationin Australiaat all levels:pre-
school,school,post-compulsorytraining andfurthereducationanduniversityis already
characterisedby intensecompetitionfrom theprivatesector.

It is within this cox~textoftheworldwidepushfor freetradein servicesthattheUSAFTAmustbe
viewed.

TheUSAFTA containsaclausewhich statesthat:

“Australia reservestheright to adoptormaintainanymeasurewith respectto theprovisionsoflaw
enforcementandcorrectionalservices,andthefollowing servicesto theextentthat theyaresocial
servicesestablishedor maintainedfor apublicpurpose( author’semphasis):incomesecurityor
insurance,socialwelfare,public,education,public training,healthandchildcare.”

Whatis meantby “socialservicesestablishedormaintainedfor apublicpurpose”is notdefined.

It hasbeenwidely reportedin theAustralianmediathatthe advicebeingofferedto thepeopleof the
UnitedStatesis different to thatgivento Australians.Theofficial US websiteoftheIndustrySector
Advisory Committeefor TradePolicyMatters,Servicesstates:

“EducationServices
With only 1% of thedegreegrantinginstitutionsoftheUnitedStates,Australiahasachievedin
excessof30%oftheUS marketsharein educationservicesandthereforeis amajorU.S.
competitor.This F1TA succeedsin openingdoors for US servicesin educationallevelsother
than primary and pavesthewayfor negotiationsoutsideoftheFTA in such areasas testing
services.”(author’semphasis).
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Agreement onProfessionalServices(Chapter 10 Annex

)

This sectionis thegreatestthreatto publiceducationin Australia.
.-Ii

Thethin-edge-of-the-wedgeoptimismonthepartoftheUnitedStatesis derivedfr@m~tl~ sectionof
theAgreementon ProfessionalServices(Chapter10 Annex). In it, thepartiesagreeto establisha
ProfessionalServicesWorkinii Group to facilitateencouragementof “therelevantbodiesin their
respectiveterritoriesto developmutuallyacceptablestandardsandcriteriafor licensingand
certificationofprofessionalservicesuppliersandto providerecommendationson mutual
recognitionto theJointCommittee.”

Thata“professionalservicesupplier”couldwell beateacheris madeclearerin thenextparagraph,
which statesthatthese“standardsandcriteriamaybedeveloped”with regardto numerousmatters.
Thosemostlikely to be relevantto educationareshownbelow.
“(a) education— accreditationofschoolsor academicprograms”

Comment:thatis, for aschooloracademicprogramto beaccredited,theremayhaveto bea
standard“acceptable”to theUnited States.

“(b) examinations— qualifying examinationsfor licensing,includingalternativemethodsof
assessment,suchasoral examinationsandinterviews.”

Comment:For ateacherto bedeemedqualified(“licensed”)theremayhaveto beagreementabout

thetypesofexaminations,assessmentsandinterviewsundertaken.

“(c) experience— length andnatureofexperiencerequiredfor licensing”

Comment:This couldmeanagreementabouttrainingcourselengthandpracticum.

“(d) conductandethics— standardsofprofessionalconductandthenatureofdisciplinaryactionfor
non-conformitywith thosestandards

(e) professionaldevelopmentandre-certification— continuingeducationandongoingrequirements
to maintainprofessionalcertification.”

“(f) scopeofpractice— extentof,or limitations on, pennissibleactivities”

Conclusion

TheNSWTeachersFederationtheseprovisionsof theUSAFTAasathreatto theintegrityofthe
provisionofpublic educationin this country,andurgesrejectionoftheAgreementby the
Parliamentof Australia.


