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BriefOpeningStatement

My appearancebeforethiscommitteestemsfrommy
role,whenConsul-Generalin NewYork from 199660
2001,in joining with theAustralianAmbassadorto the
US,Mr MichaelThawley,in generatingwidespread
corporatesupportin theUS for the conceptof an
Australia-USFreeTradeAgreement.I shouldaddthat
in myofficial capacityI hadseveralmeetingswith USpharmaceuticalcompanies,
particularlyPfizerwhichis headquarteredin NewYork. I ampatronof the American
AustralianAssociationin NewYork andreceivedthemedalof theUS ForeignPolicy
Associationfor my role in improvingAustralian-USrelations,theonly otherAustralian
recipientof whichis PrimeMinister Howard.

My appearanceherealsoemergesfrom my deep
involvementwith theArts in Australia,havingbeen
ShadowMinisterfor theArtsasamemberof the
Senate,amemberof theCouncilof theNational
Galleryof Australia, andI am still adirectorand
Trusteeof theAmericanFriendsof theAustralian
NationalGallery,amontheCouncilof theSydney
SymphonyOrchestraandhavebeeninvolved asapatron
of theBell ShakespeareCompany.

My concernsrestonwhatI consider,atbest,to be a
misguidedand,atworst,adishonestcampaignagainst
theproposedFreeTradeAgreement,whichappearsto
restmoreonideologicalandpolitical agendasthanon
the evidencein thewordsandspirit of theagreement.
Thenatureof muchof the evidencepresentedto this
committee,andto theconcurrentSenatecommittee,
reinforcesthisimpression,asthegreatbulk of it
restson thesamepolemicrestatedoverandover
again,as if the frequencyof ill-foundedassertions
givesthemaddedsubstance.

As aresult,I wantto focusmy appearancehereto
challengemuchof the evidencepresentedagainstthe
FTA in theareasof theArtsandHealth.In that
context,recentarticlesI havewritten for the



AustralianFinancialReviewform partof my formal
submission.

In particular,my submissiondealswith overseas
evidencethatdemolishestheunsubstantiatedclaimby
artslobbyiststhatAustraliandramawill beforced
off TV screensby acollapseof the revenueof
free-to-airTV underpressurefrom adoublingof
PAY-TV audiencesto matchthe USproportionof 50
percent.

In manyof theArts andHealthsubmissionstherewasa
heavyanti-Americanbiasevident,indicatinganagenda
thathadlittle to dowith themerit or otherwiseof
the specificsof this agreement.


