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DearSir/Madam

SubmissionRe: IJSFTA

Firstly, I apologisefor the latenessofthis submissionandrequestthatyou still acceptit even
thoughtheclosingdatehaspassed.

I would like to thanktheAustralianGovernmentfor providingthis opportunityfor Australian
citizensto provideinput into thematteroftheproposedfreetradeagreementwith theUS.

I amveryconcernedaboutseveralseriousramificationson thewelfareofAustraliansofthis
Agreementshouldit andenablinglegislationbepassed:

This Agreementis anassaulton democracy:
— Thedisputeresolutionprocessultimatelyrestswith apanelof unelectedindividuals

who maydecide,in hearingsthatmaynotbeopento thepublic andmayexclude
submissionsfrom NGOs,that anAustralianlaw oranAustraliangovernmentpolicy is
illegal. Thesepeoplewouldhavethe ability to overrideourdemocraticsystem.

— New Australianregulationscanbechallengedby theUS asbeingtraderestrictiveor
too burdensomeforbusiness(for instancenewenvironmental,labourorsafety
standardsthatbecomedesirablefrom time to time asnewtechnologiesand
circumstancesemerge).This is aseriousrestrictionon democracyandclearlyis not
in theinterestsofAustraliancitizens.

• ThisAgreementallows drugcompaniesto chargemorefor medicines.It allows themto
influencethePBSaboutthe listing ofdrugs,to challengedecisionsto not list drugs,and
to applyfor priceincreasesafterlisting. ThismeansthatAustralianswill bepayingmore
for medicines,eitherthroughhigherPBSprices,orthroughincreasedtaxesneededto
fundthePBS.

• TheAgreementautomaticallycontrolsall servicesandtradeexceptthosethatare
expresslyexempted.Thismeansthatall lawsandpolicies on investmentand servicesat
all levelsofgovernmentareaffectedby theagreementunlesslisted asreservations.Even
thesereservationsareunsatisfactoryin thattheyfail to adequatelyallow for updatesto
regulationsto keeppacewith developments.



• Theability oftheAustralianGovernmentto limit orplaceconditions(like useoflocal
productsor labour,ortechnologytransfer)on foreigninvestmentis reduced.Thefew
areasthathavebeenexemptedfrom this reductionaresubjectto ‘standstill’, with the
resultthat eventheseareasarewideopenasinevitabletechnologicalandotherchanges
alterthewaytheyoperate.

• This agreementprovidesamechanismfor corporationsto complainaboutAustralian
governmentregulations,with thepossibilityof Australiabeingliablefor allegedlossof
profitsorpotentialprofits.

• TheUSFTAwould significantlyweakentheability ofAustraliangovernmentsatvarious
levelsto regulateessentialserviceslike water,energy,environmental,postalandhealth
services.As manysuchservicesareprovidedby commercialprovidersin Australia,these
serviceswould notbeexemptedfrom coverageby theAgreement.

• TheAgreementwould undermineour essentialquarantineandGE cropregulationand
food labellinglaws,to thedetrimentof primaryproducersandconsumers,i.e. all
Australians.

• TheUSFTAwould alsocontributeto theerosionofourAustraliancultureandour
conversionto pseudoAmericansvia therestrictionson Australiancontentrulesin new
media.

• Tarrifcutsandchangesto governmentpurchasingrulesdictatedby theAgreementwould
resultin lostAustralianjobs.

It is unclearwhetherthereis anyeconomicbenefitto Australiafrom thisagreementat all,
sincetheoriginalassessmentpredictedagainof only 0.3%after10 yearsandwith the
restrictionsin agriculturetradenegotiatedbytheUS thegainwouldbemuchlessthanthis,if
thereis anygainat all. Thisoutcomecertainlydoesnot seemworth thecostsoutlinedabove.
For thesakeofthefutureofAustralians,I requestthat you declineto supportthis Agreement.

Thankyou for consideringmy views,andfor providingthis opportunityto presentthem.

Yours faithfully

/

KerryBrady(Ms)


