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Executive Summary

TheSubmissionis in threeparts:— “Settingthe Scene”,“IssuesRaisedby theTerms
ofReference”andConclusions.

“Setting the Scene”highlightssignificantrecentchangesin Australiantransportand,
in particular,the shift in Governmentfocustowardredressingunderinvestmentin
transportinfrastructureagainstabackgroundofanincreasingnationaltransporttask.

Therolesthevariousmodesplay in thetransporttasknowandin thefutureare
described,alongwith theconsequencesof increasedhaulageofcontainersby rail in
urbanareas.GovernmenttargetsfortheNSWandVictorian Governmentshave
alreadybeensetfor containermovementsfrom ports. With theexceptionofcoaland
minerals,rail is dependenton roadfor theservicingofrail grainandcontainer
terminals.Againstthis background,particularattentionis drawnto congestionand
healthissuesinurbanareassurroundingports.

Thechangeshighlightedin thetransportindustryinclude:
• Theinvolvementoftheprivatesectorin financingmajorroadprojects
• Therestructuringoftherail industryto separateaboveandbelowrail
operations,thusenablingtheentryofprivateoperatorsinto themarket. These
operatorsincludemajorcompaniesconcentratingon line hauloperationsand
small companiesmeetingnichemarketssuchasshorthauloperations.These
rail developmentshavebeencoupledwith increasedprivateinvestmentin
rollingstockandterminals.
• Despitetheefficienciesbroughtby privatesectorinvolvementin therail
industrythereis aneedto movefrom Statebasedregulatory,safetyandaccess
regimesto nationalones.

Recentgovernmentinitiativeswill havea majorimpactonAustralia’stransport
systemsandassistin addressingAustralia’sfuturetransporttask. Theseincludethe
establishmentoftheAustralianRail TrackCorporationLimited (ARTC), theAuslink
initiative andthecreationoftheNationalTransportCommission.

ARTC wasestablishedby theCommonwealthGovernmentto managethenational
rail infrastructurenetwork. Its commercialapproachis alreadyshowingsuccess.The
CommonwealthandNSWGovernmentshaveshowntheirconfidencein the
organisationby makingit thevehiclefor majorinvestmentin the interstaterail system
andupgradingtheHunterValley coallines.

Auslink is amajorCommonwealthGovernmentinitiative. It will provide $11.8
billion for Australia’slandtransportsystemsoverthefive yearsto 2008-09. It
providesaframeworkfor planningofroadandrail developmenton anationalbasis
andfor amorerigorousapproachto projectapprovalandprogramadministration

Finally thecreationoftheNationalTransportCommissionenablesrecommendations
relatingto bothroadandrail regulation. This is arecognitionthatthemodesdo not
operatein isolationbut in mostcasesform partofthe sametransportchain.
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Issuesraised by theCommittees Terms ofReferencewhich arespecifically
addressed.

• “the role ofAustralia’s regionalroadandrail networksin the national
transporttask”

A majorissuefor regionaltransportis the long-termefficientmovementofgrain.
Countrybranchlinesarein aparlouscondition. Thishasbeenbroughtaboutby
neglectandchangesto the marketingof grain.As a resultofcompetitionpoliciesand
openaccessto rail. Closureofcountrybranchlineshasthepotentialto transferthe
costofgrainmovementfrom StateGovernmentsto LocalGovernmentthrough
increasedlocal roadmaintenancecharges.This in turn couldaffectthe level of
serviceslocalgovernmentcanoffer with aconsequentreductionin the standardof
living in ruralareas.Theclosureofbranchlineshasthepotentialto affectthe long-
termcompetitivenessofAustraliangrainson theinternationalmarket.Thereis aneed
for anintegratedroadandrail policy for themovementofgrainandthe development
ofthispolicy mayrequiretherevisitingofcurrentcompetitionpolicy.

• “relationship andcoordinationbetweenAustralia’sroadandrail networksand
their connectivitytoports”

Port accessbenefitsfrom majorimprovementsto thesurroundingurbanroadsystems
eg theMelbourneRing RoadortheExtensionoftheM5 in Sydney. Therearestill
deficienciesin theroadsystemsservingports.Roadprojects,whichwill improve
accessto portsunderthe Auslink initiative, arelisted.

Issuesconcerningcoalmovementto ports:
• TheHunterValley rail systemhasmajorcapacityproblemsbut theseare
beingaddressedbytheARTC.
• Manyrecentcoallineshaveadequatecapacitybecausetheywerebuilt as
partofatotal mine package,particularlyin Queensland.
• Howevertherearesomestrategiccoalrailwaydevelopmentwhichwould
improvethetotal efficiencyofcoalmovementto portsegtheGoonyellato
Newlandsline

Appendix“A” lists improvementsplannedby ARTC, to improveaccessto ports

• “policies andmeasuresrequiredto assistin achievinggreaterefficiencyin the
Australian network with particular to: land access”

Theworkplannedby ARTC, Auslink andtheAustralianTransportCommissionwill
fostergreaterefficiency in Australiantransportnetwork. In additiontheCodesof
Practicebeingdevelopedby AustralasianRailwayAssociationwill promotegreater
efficiencyby achievinggreateruniformity in rail operations.

Privatesectorinvestmentin rollingstockandterminalswill alsopromoteefficiency
butwill be influencedby ARTC continuingto reduceaccesscharges.

• “capacityandoperationofmajorports”
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Manyofthe capacityissuesat portsrelateto loadingcapacityeg thecoalloading
capacityat PortDairymple andat Newcastle.

Thereis aneedto makeprovisionfor landterminalsandreserverail corridorsto
serviceports. PossibleterminalsitesareonDefencelandat Moorebankin Sydney
andGreenbankin Brisbane.Rail corridorsincludeAcaciaRidgeto thePortof
Brisbaneandtheretentionofwhat remainsoftherail easementto WebbDockin
Melbourne.Planningfor theseprojectsshouldstartnow.

• “movementofbulk exportcommoditiessuch asgrain andcoal”

Theissuesrelatingto bulk commoditiesarediscussedabove.A factor,whichwill
increaseefficiencyandinvestment,is competitionbetweenmajorcoalhaulersas
evidencedby theentryofQRNationalinto theHunterValley in competitionwith
Pacific National.

• “the role ofintermodalfreight hubsin regionalareas”

Therole andconditionsnecessaryfor thesuccessoffreighthubsaredescribed.If
freighthubsareto be viable thereis aneedfor smalloperatorswho canservethem
whenlargeroperatorsmaynot be ableto do so.

• “opportunitiesto achievegreaterefficiencyin the useofexisting
infrastructure”

Theconsiderableharmonisationofroadregulationis contrastedto theStatebased
approachesto rail regulation,rail safetyandaccess.Thishasto changeif greater
efficiencyis to be gainedfrom existing infrastructure.

InthecontextofunusedinfrastructuretheuseoftheRegionalPartnershipsprogramis
raisedasameansofundertakingstudiesto assesswhetherthereopeningor
rehabilitationofclosedlinesis warranted.PossiblecandidatesincludetheHeywood
to Mount Gambier,Tumutto CootamundralinesandtherehabilitationoftheEyre
Peninsularlines.

• “The role ofthethreelevelsofGovernmentandtheprivatesectorin providing
andmaintainingthe regional transportnetwork”

All threelevelsofgovernmenthavea role inproviding andmaintainingtheregional
transportnetwork. TheCommonwealth’shasarole asaproviderof fundsthrough
Auslink. TheStatesrole is throughtheircontrol andownershipoftheregionalroad
andrail systemsandlocal governmentthroughits controlofthe local roadsystem.
Localgovernmenthasanimportantrolethroughits controlof landuseplanningand
in its representationoflocal interests.

Conclusions
Thereis recognitionby Governmentsthat underinvestmentin portsandtransport
systemsis havinganadverseeffecton theAustralianeconomy.
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TheCommonwealthGovernmenthastakena seriesofinitiativesto addresstheunder
investmentin transportandto improvetransportplanningandcoordinationat a
nationallevel. But thesuccessoftheseinitiatives restson theactivecooperationof
all levelsofgovernment.

Considerableprogresshasbeenmadein theharmonisationofroadregulationbut
muchneedsto be donein relationto rail regulation,rail safetyandaccess.Theseare
at presentStatebasedandin thelongertermmayneedto beadministeredby national
bodies.

TheAustralasianRailwayAssociationis doing muchto fosteroperationalefficiency
throughdevelopingCodesofPractice.

Resolutionofthemeansofmovinggrain is a majorregionaltransportissue. Thereis
aneedfor integratedpolicy, whichwill addressthefutureof grainbranchlines.
Failureto developsuchapolicy couldhaveadverseeffectson ruralcommunitiesand
thecompetitivenessofAustraliangrainsontheworld market.

However,for theproposedinitiativesto retaincreditabilityworkmustcommenceas
soonaspossible.
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Submissionby theAustralian Capital Territory and South EastNew South Wales
Sectionof theChartered Institute of Logistics and Transport

to
The HouseofRepresentativesStandinii Committee onTransport

and Reinonal Services

’

“Inquiry into theintegration of reizional rail and road freight transport and their
interface with ports”

.

Introduction

The Chartered Institute ofLogisticsandTransportis aprofessionalbodyfor those
engagedin transportandphysicaldistribution. It wasfoundedin Londonin 1919as
theInstituteofTransport.OnNovember26 1926it wasgrantedaRoyalCharter“to
promote,encourageandcoordinatethestudyandadvancementofthescienceofand
artoftransportin all its branches”.

TheInstitutewasestablishedin Australiain January1935.

TodaytheMissionStatementoftheInstituteis:
“Providing leadershipin research,policy andprofessionaldevelopmentand
supportingcontinuousimprovementin theTransportandtheLogistics
Industry. Our aim is to raisethe standardofperformancein theIndustry”.

It is in thecontextofthis MissionStatementthatthefollowing submissionhasbeen

prepared.

Aim

The aim ofthis submissionis to raiseissueswhichtheCommitteemaywishto
considerwhendrafting its report onthe “integration ofregional rail and road transport
andtheirinterfacewithports” andso addvalueto theCommittee’sdeliberationsand
its reportto the DeputyPrimeMinister andMinister ofTransportandRegional
Services.

Settingthe Scene

Thepurposeofthis sectionis to highlightsignificantrecentchangesin thetransport
industryandthechangingrolesofthevariousmodes.

Current Concerns

TheCommonwealthGovernment,theFederalOpposition(1) andtheReserveBankof
Australiahaverecognisedtheimpactofportcongestionanda lackofinvestmentin
transportinfrastructurein recentyearson theeconomy.This is evidencedby an
overallfall in infrastructureinvestmentfrom 7%ofGrossDomesticProductin the
1970sto 3.6%in 2004. Theseeconomicimpactsincludeinflationarypressures,lost
marketopportunities,inefficienciesin transportsystems,increasedcostsanda
reductionin thecompetitivenessofAustralia’sexports. This hasoccurredat atimeof
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increasedinternationaldemandfor Australia’smineralexportsparticularlycoaland
iron ore. As aresultthetermsoftradehavemovedsignificantly in Australia’sfavour.

It hasalsooccurredat atimewhentherehasbeenan increasingpolitical and
communityawarenessofthefuturetransporttaskin Australia. Thetotal transport
taskis expectedto doubleoverthenexttwentyyears.(2)Bulk freightwill growwith
the increasein bulk production;particularlyexportorientedmineraltraffic. Rail and
coastalshippingwill largelyundertakethispartofthetransporttask.Domesticnon-
urbanbulk freight is expectedto grow at 2.2%perannumbetween2000and
2020.(2a)Roadsshareofthebulk transportmarketis expectedto doubleby 2020.(3)
Non-bulkfreightwill be dominatedby roadtransport.Total non-bulk(non-urban)
roadfreightis predictedto haveanannualgrowthrateof4.3 %to 2020with interstate
roadtransportgrowingat 5.l%.(4)Totalcontainertraffic is expectedto growby 66%
acrossAustralia’smainlandportsby 2013.(5) This growthin containerthroughput
will testthecapacityof landtransportinfrastructure.

Therecognitionofthesedevelopingsituationshasresultedin thePrimeMinister
establishingacommitteeto look at thereasonsfor theunderinvestmentin ports. It is
understoodthattheCommitteewill payparticularattentionto the effectsofcurrent
competitionpolicy onport investmentandinefficienciescausedby theduplicationof
CommonwealthandStatecompetitionregulatoryauthorities. It is alsounderstoodthe
Committeewill concentrateonPortDairymplein QueenslandandthePortof
Newcastle.

This submissionwill not specificallycoverthecompetitionissuesbeingaddressedby
thePrimeMinister’s Committeealthoughissuesrelatingto competitionpolicy will
arisein relationto grainbranchlines.

NatureoftheModes

Roadtransportis bestsuitedto shorthaulnon-bulktransportparticularly fromports to
city destinations.Howeverit is predictedthattherewill be anincreasinginvolvement
ofroadtransportin thecarriageofbulk products.(6) This is predicatedonafailure of
rail to increaseits shareofthetransporttaskand improvetheservicesit offers.

Issues,whichwill affect roadtransport’scapacityto efficiently handleshorthaulnon-
bulk traffic in urbanareas,particularlycontainers,includethe increasingcostofroad
congestionandthecommunity’sconcernaboutimpactsonhealthofmotorvehicle
emissions.In 1995 it wasestimatedthatthetotal congestioncostin all mainland
capitalcitieswas$12.8billion andby 2015 it will be $29.7billion.(7) In addition,“It
hasbeenestimatedthattherewerebetween750 and1700earlydeathsattributableto
traffic pollution in Australia’scapitalcitiesin 2000” Auslink “White Paper”(8).

Rail is bestsuitedto long haulageofbulk cargoesparticularlyminerals,coaland
grainandcontainermovementsover long distances.Increasinglyrail will undertake
shorthaulcontainermovementsin metropolitanareas. Thesemovementswill be
similar to thosecurrentlyoccurringfrom PortBotanyto containerdepotsat Minto and
Yennora. This will occurasroadcongestionrisesandasaresultofgovernment
policies. For exampletheNew SouthWalesandVictorian Governmentshaveset
targetsof40%and30%respectivelyfor rail movementofcontainersfromthePorts
ofBotanyandMelbourne.(9)
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However,with theexceptionofcoalandmineralsrail is dependenton roadfor the
initial movementof its freight. Inthe caseofgrainmovementto rail receivalpoints.
In thecaseofcontainersroadmovementto rail depotsandatportsroadis requiredto
movecontainersto containerstacksatberths.

In relationto sea,Governmentandinfrastructuredecisionswill influencetheuseof
particularports. DecisionssuchasthatoftheNew SouthWalesGovernmentto
transferall non-bulkandcontainercargoesfrom SydneyHarbourto Port Botany,Port
KemblaandNewcastle.Similarly thedecisionwhetheror notto deepenthechannels
in PortPhillip Baywill beamajordeterminantofwhetherthePortofMelbourne
retainsits positionasAustralia’slargestcontainerport. Howevertheultimate
decisionasto whatportsareusedrestswith shippingcompanies.While the major
factorinfluencingthis decisionis theultimatedestinationofaparticularcargo,port
efficienciesandlandsideconnectionsaresignificantconsiderations.

Changesin the TransportIndustiy

Oneofthemostsignificantdevelopmentsin theroadindustryhasbeentheincreasing
involvementoftheprivatesectorin thefinancingof majorroadprojectsthrough
“BOOT”or similarschemes.Examplesofthis includetheMelbourneCitylink project
andtheHills Motorwayin Sydney. Privateinvestmentwill bea significantfeaturein
the building ofSydney’sRing Road.

TheCommonwealthhasbeeninvolved in roadfunding since1926. Overthe last
thirty yearsit hasmadesignificantfundsavailableto roadinfrastructurethrough
programssuchastheNationalHighwaysprogram,theExportRoadsProgram,the
RoadsofNationalImportanceProgramandunderthe StatesGrantsRoadsActs
funding for urbanandarterialroadsand localroads. Similar funding hasnotbeen
availablefor rail.

Overthesametimetherehasbeenan increasein grossvehiclemasslimits which has
enabledgreaterroadvehicleefficiencybut in turnhasrequiredhigherconstruction
standardscoupledwith increasedmaintenancecosts. Thesehigherroadconstruction
andmaintenancecostshavenotbeenbornein full by theroadtransportindustrywith
the deficit beingmetby Governments.

In recentyearsrail hasundergonemajorstructuralchangesbroughtaboutlargely
throughtheintroductionofcompetitionpolicy, whichhasresultedin theopeningof
rail infrastructureto privateoperators.SomeStates,suchasVictoria andWestern
Australia,havealsograntedlong termleasesovertheirrail infrastructureto private
companies.Only QueenslandRail remainsatraditionalgovenunentownedfully
integratedrailway.

Thishasresultedin therestructuringofrail operatorsinto threemajorprivate
companies— PacificNational,QueenslandRail andits subsidiaryofQRNationaland
theAustralianRailroadGroup. Thesethreelargergroupshavetendedto concentrate
oncoal,grainandmulti modaltraffics.
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Therehavealso developedsmalleroperatorsto servenichemarketssuchasshorthaul
operations,“hook andpull” operationsandprovidingspecialistoperations.Included
in this grouparefirms suchasSilvertonRail, SouthSpurRail ServicesandLachlan
Valley Rail Freight. Therearealsocompanies,suchasChicagoFreightCarLimited
Australia(CFCLA), which specialisein leasingenginesandrolling stock.

Therehasbeenincreasingprivatesectorcontractorinvolvementin trackmaintenance
andconstruction.

Privatecompanieshavemadesignificantinvestmentin rolling stockasevidencedby
thepurchaseofenginesandrolling stockby PacificNationalto enableit to enterthe
Queenslandnarrowgaugesystem.

While thesestructuralchangeshaveleadto efficiencygainsandprivatesector
investment,muchstill needsto be doneparticularlyin the developmentandadoption
ofnationalcodesofpractice,andamovefrom Statebasedregulatory,safetyand
accessregimesto nationalones.

TheAustralasianRailwayAssociationasthepeakindustryorganisationfor rail has
takenthe initiative in developingcodesofpracticefor the industryandgainingtheir
adoption.(10)

GovernmentInitiatives

TheCommonwealthGovernmenthastakenanumberofmajorinitiatives,whichwill
impactonthe Australian’slandtransportsystems.Theseincludetheestablishmentof
theAustralianRailTrackCorporationLimited (ARTC), Auslink andthe creationof
theNationalTransportCommission.

TheCommonwealthGovernmentestablishedtheAustralianRail TrackCorporation
Limited asapublic companyto managethenationalinterstaterail infrastructurein

1997

Alreadythe Corporationhasmadesignificantimprovementsto interstaterail
infrastructure.

ARTC hascreatedanationalaccessregimefor the interstatenetwork,which it
controls.This hasbeenachievedthroughits ownershipand leasingofrail
infrastructureoractingasagentforrailways,whichretainedownershipoftheir
interstatelines. It hasadopteda commercialapproachto rail infrastructure
maintenance,constructionandplanning. To achievethis it auditedthetotal system
underits controlto ensurethatfundswere spenton thoseareas,which offer thebest
returnsbothoperationallyandfinancially. Its approachto maintenanceandworks
programscontainthefollowing elements:

- Takingalife cycle approach
- Developingcosteffectivelong managementstrategies
- Providingdefinedservicelevelsandperformancemonitoring
- Managingrisk of failure
- Sustainingtheuseofphysicalassets
- Continuousimprovementin managementpractice.(l1)
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ARTC alsoprovidesavehiclefor governmentinvestmentin rail. Theseinvestments
•include:

• $450million in the May 2004CommonwealthBudget.This will be
usedprimarily fortheupgradingoftheSydney—Brisbaneline
• $550million undertheAuslink programto improverail and
intermodalfacilities in Sydney,Melbourne,AdelaideandPerthoverthe
next five years
• As partoftheleaseagreementfor theNew SouthWalesinterstate
systemtheCommonwealthhasprovided$l43million in newequity and
waiveddividendsfor five yearsduring theadjustmentperiodofthe lease.
TheNew SouthWalesGovernmentwill also supplementthe
Commonwealthcontributionwith $60 million during thisadjustment
period.(12)

InvestmentofthismagnitudereflectstheconfidenceGovernmentshavein the
managementofARTC andits successfulmanagementof its assetsto date.

AlreadyunderthestewardshipofARTC therehasseenan increasein rail traffic on
linesit owns ormanages.In 2003/04intermodaltraffic increasedby 7.5%onthe
ARTC network. While ontheEast/Westcorridorrail’s marketshareofthe total land
transporttaskreached81%. in 2003/04.(13)

A significantdevelopmentfor ARTC hasbeenits leasefor sixty yearsoftheNew
SouthWalesinterstatesystemandtheHunterValley coallines. Theleasewill
involve an investmentof$872million overthenext five years. This programhas
involvedtheemployingofover400 engineeringandadministrativestaffandthe
secondmentto ARTC of 1200traincontrolandmaintenancestaff (14)

In additionARTC is taking overthemanagementoftheremainingNew SouthWales
countrylines. Howeverthepolicy decisionsrelatingto which lineswill be upgraded
andlevelsofexpenditureon themwill remainwith theNew SouthWales
Government.

A significantmeasureofARTC’s successhasbeenthatoverthe lastfive yearsofits
operationit hasbeenableto reduceoperators’accesscostsin realtermsby 23%.(15)

A significantinitiative in landtransporttakenin recentyearsis Auslink. It will
providean injectionof$11.8billion for roadandrail over thefive yearsto 2008-09
(16). It alsomakesprovisionfor privatesectorinvestmentin transportprojects.

Auslink will provideavehiclefor nationaltransportplanning. Its approachis to look
at theneedsofindividualtransportcorridorsfreefrom modalconstraintsandthose
imposedby States’interests.Rathertheapproachis to seekagreementwith Statesso
thattherecanbea coordinatedapproachto corridorupgrading. TheAuslink
legislationalsoprovidesfor amorerigorousapproachto projectapprovaland
programadministration.

Thefinal significanttransportinitiativewastheestablishmentin 2004oftheNational
TransportCommissionto replacetheNationalRoadTransportCommission.Thenew
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Commissionwill be ableto makerecommendationsrelatingto regulationofbothroad
andrail. This is recognitionthat almostall freightjourneysinvolve morethanone
modeandthat adecisionrelatingto onemodehasthepotentialto affectothermodes
egdecisionsonroadvehicle charges.ThenewCommissionresponsibilitiesrecognise
thatthereareproblems,whicharecommonto morethanonemodeeg driverfatigue.

Issuesraisedby theCommittee’s Terms ofReference

To assistthe Committeetheremainderofthe submissionwill addresstheTermsof
Referenceassetout in thereferencegivento it bytheDeputyPrimeMinisterand
Minister forTransportandRegionalServices.

“the role ofAustralia’s regional roadandrail networksin thenational transport
task”

Theroadsystemplaysthemajorrole in regionaltransportin relationto non-bulk
cargoes.This is expectedto increasewith the increasein Australia’stransporttask.

Rail hasasignificantrolein themovementofminerals,coalandgrain.

Thekey issuedevelopingin regionaltransportis therole ofroadandrail in the
movementofgrain. Twoissueswill influencethefuturerolesofroadandrail:

- Changesto the marketingofgrain in particulartheconcentrationof
receivalpointson therail systemsandtheincreasinguseofroadfor short
hauloperations.

- Decisionsto rehabilitate,subsidiseorretaincountrygrainbranchlines.

Themovementofgrainandthefutureofbranchlinesareissuesin NewSouthWales,
Victoria, SouthAustraliaandWesternAustralia.

Prior to the introductionofcompetitionpolicy themarketingofgrainwascontrolled
by governmentownedmonopoliessuchastheAustralianWheatBoard.

Grainwasmovedfrom largelygovernmentownedgrainelevatorauthoritiesby rail.
This systemhadsomecrosssubsidisationin that long mainline haulssubsidised
smallerbranchline operations.In additionmanyStatessupportedtheirbranchline
networkthroughcommunityserviceobligationpayments(CSOs). This systemhadits
inefficiencieseg limited openingtimes for silosbut, despitethese,thesystemdid
meettheneedsofthe grainsindustries,andinparticulartheneedto haveatransport
systemwith sufficient capacityto meetseasonalpeaksandhandlelargegrainflows.

With thederegulationofgrainmarketingtherewasa concentrationofmarketingin
thehandsofa limited numberofmarketingcorporationssuchasGrainCorp.
GrainCorpownsthegrain loading facilitiesat PortlandandGeelong(17) These
corporationsengagedin fierce competition. Theirprimepurposeis to sellgrain in a
competitiveinternationalmarket. Consequentlythey look to cutcosts. This includes
theshorthaulcarriageofgrainto portsbyroadandtheavoidanceofenteringlong
termcontractswith rail companies.Thesecontractscouldhavejustifiedthe
maintenanceofbranchlines. At thesametimemostStatesremovedtheirCSOsfrom
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branchlinesandothersconsideredthat adequatemaintenanceandtheupgradingof
linesto takemodernrolling stockwasnot warranted.

Thenetresultis that Australiangrainbranchlinesarein aparlousstate,lacking
maintenanceandservicedin manycasesby locomotivesthatareup to forty yearsold.
Theupgradingofthe existingbranchline locomotivefleets is a seriousissuefor rail
operators.This is evidencedby PacificNationalrequestinganallocationoffunds
from theNew SouthWalesGovernmentto assistin upgradingtheselocomotives.
TheChiefExecutiveofPacificNationalis reportedasindicatingthat therebuildingof
some48 Classlocomotives(light branchline locomotives)would removeone
obstacleto Pacific Nationalcontinuingto service15 NSWgrainonly branchlines
beyond2007whenits CommunityServiceObligationto haulgrainon theselines
expires.(18)

Theissueofbranchlines is morethanapurely transportone. Theeffectofthe
closureofbranchlines is thetransferenceoftransportcostsfrom Statesto local
government,whichhavetheprimaryresponsibilityfor themaintenanceoflocal roads.
Manyoftheseroadswerenotdesignedto carrythevolumesofgrainthat would result
from branchline closures.Increasedroadmaintenancecostsalsoarisefrom the
concentrationofgrainreceivalat fewer largerrail terminals.

The costof branchline closureswill also haveaneffect on regionalcommunitiesin
that fundsthat wouldhavebeendevotedto othercommunityactivitieswill haveto go
on roadmaintenance. It is estimatedthat rail haulageof grain offers a saving of an
annual$124million in roaddamageandexternalitycosts.(19)

Theclosureofbranchlineswill havelongtermimplicationsfor thegrainsindustryin
that it will bedeprivedofatransportsystemcapableofmeetingpeakflowsandin a
deregulatedtransportmarkettruckingratescanbe expectedto rise duringpeak
demand.

While theresolutionofthefutureofbranchlinesrestsprimarilywith theStatesas
theycontrolandregulateroadandrail in regionalareas,theCommonwealthmayhave
to addressaspectsof its presentcompetitionpolicy wherederegulationofthe
marketingandhaulageofgrainmaybe havingadverselong termeffectson therail
graintransportsystem.

This is notjust atransportissuebut in the long termmayhaveanadverseeffecton
thecompetitivenessofAustraliangrainsontheinternationalmarket.

Theresolutionoftheseissuesis urgent,asthelossofmanygrainbranchlines is
imminent. This mayrequiretherevisingofcommunityserviceobligationsor
considerationof someform ofsubsidyto thegrowerorthegrainsindustryif rail is
used. Thepaymentofa CSOdirectlyto therail operatorsto enablecontinuationof
branchline operationcouldbe counterproductiveasit couldpreventrail chargingthe
full costof its service. Any CSOorsubsidyshouldreflectthe costoftheservice,
offer incentivesto improveefficiencyandprovideincentivesfor customersto userail.
At very leastthereis aneedfor anintegratedpolicy coveringroadandrail for the
handlingofgrain.(20)
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“the relationshipandcoordinationbetweenAustralia’s roadandrail networksand
their connectivitytoports”

Australiantransporthistoryhasbeencharacterisedby a lackofcoordinationbetween
roadandrail systems.RecentCommonwealthinitiativeswill havean impactonthis
“silo mentality”. A mentalitywhichhasbeencharacterisedby unhelpfulcompetition
for resourcesbetweenthemodes. Theseinitiatives include:

- the creationoftheNationalTransportCommissionto make
recommendationson regulationofbothroadandrail

- theAuslink initiative
Bothoftheseinitiativesaredescribedin detailabove.

Thereis also achangingindustryattitudewhererepresentativebodiesareincreasingly
workingtogetherto addressindustryissuesfrom atransportpointofviewratherthan
a modalone. TheAustralasianRailwayAssociationhasactivelyfosteredthis
approach.

Theconnectivityofroadandrail to portdiffers.

Roadconnectivityto port is directlyrelatedto wider improvementsto thesurrounding
urbanroadsystems.Exampleswhereportsbenefitdirectly from urbanroadsystem
improvementsinclude:

- the CityLinks FreewayandRingRoadin Melbournewhich providedirect
links to thePort ofMelbourne

- extensionoftheMS Freewayin SydneywhichhasimprovedPort
Botany’sconnectionto the industrialareasof southwestSydney

- theGatewayBridgeandits associatedNationalHighwayconnections
whichenablefreightto movefrom thenorthandwestofBrisbaneto the
Port.

Howevertherearestill significantdefectsin theroadsystemsservingports. For
examplethe inadequateroadlinks fromPortBotanyto theinnerwesternandnorthern
suburbsof Sydney. TheAuslink initiative includesroadprojects,whichwill improve
accessto ports. Theseinclude:

- improvedconnectionfrom theWesternFreewayto thePort ofMelbourne
viaToddStreet

- improvedroadlinks to thePortofAdelaideandOuterHarbour
- improvedroadlinks to FremantlePortvia theStirling Highway
- connectionbetweenthe BruceHighwayandthePortofGladstone
- thePortofBrisbaneMotorway
- improvementsto theForeshoreRoadto PortBotany
- theEastTamarHighwayandBell BayRoad
- $13.7million onTigerBrennanDrive andBerrimahRoadfor accessto the

PortofDarwin.(21)

With theexceptionoftheHunterValley system,bulk coalis relativelywell catered
for. This is becausemostrecentcoaldevelopmentshaveincludedrail infrastructure
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aspartofmine developmentfor example,theRollingstoneLinecurrentlybeingbuilt
to servicethenewRollingstonemine in Queensland.Howeverevenwith awell
developedandmodernrail systemssuchasthat servicingthe coalfieldsofcentral
Queenslandthereareopportunitiesfor strategicimprovements.For examplethe
“missing link” betweenGoonyellaandNewlandswhichwould enablecoaltrainsto
avoidcongestionatthePortDairympleCoalTerminalin favourofAbbotPoint
TerminalnearBowen. TheQueenslandPremierhasannounceda $25 million for
feasibility, designandapprovalworks for thisprojectandassociatedport
improvements.(22)

ARTC alreadyhasin handplanneddevelopmentsto improvethecapacityofthe
HunterValleysysteminvolving anexpenditureof $lS2millionincluding track
strengtheningandalmost$67millionto eliminatebottlenecks.This will increasethe
capacityofthenetworkfrom 85 million tonnesofcoalperyearto over lOOmillion
tonnesperyear.(23)

Howeverthe currentboomin internationaldemandfor coalandiron orehasmeant
thatthereis aneedfor increasedrail capacityin bothgovernmentandprivatelyowned
infrastructure.This is notamajorissuefrom a financialpointofview asdistinct from
otherrail improvementsasthesedevelopmentsarelargelycommerciallyviable.

As discussedabovetheimprovementto rail movementofgrainto portsrelates
directlyto decisionsconcerningthefutureofcountrybranchlines.

In relationto non-bulkrail accessto portsthereareanumberofimprovements
plannedby ARTC, whichwill improveport/railconnectivity. Thesearelistedat
Appendix“A”

“policies andmeasuresrequiredto assistin achievinggreaterefficiencyin the
Australian networkwith particular referenceto:

- land accesstoports”

As indicatedabovesignificantGovernmentinitiativeshavebeentakenorare
presentlybeingimplementedwhichwill improvetheefficiencyofportsby increasing
theefficiency oftheAustraliantransportsystemgenerally. Theseinclude:

- Auslink andits associatedinvestmentandproposedprojects
- the establishmentoftheNationalTransportCommission
- theARTC asa instrumentfor majorinvestmentin rail andproject

implementation
- adoptionofnationalCodesofPracticebeingdevelopedby the

AustralasianRailwayAssociationwhich promoteefficiencyby achieving
greateruniformity in rail operations(24)

Theseinitiativeswill be supplementedby private sectorinvestmentin rolling stock
andterminals.PacificNationalaloneplansto investin theregionof$650million in
rolling stockandterminalinfrastructureoverthenext five years.(25)Howeverit
shouldberecognisedthatprivatesectorinvestmentwill be dependentonanumberof
factors,thekeyonebeingthat its rail operationsareprofitable. This in turnwill be
influencedby ARTC continuingto achievetheefficiencygainsit hasto dateand
theseefficienciesbeingreflectedin lower accesscharges
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Greaterefficiencieswill alsobe achievedby theconstructionofthespecificport

relatedrail projectslisted inAppendix“A”.

“capacity andoperationofmajorports”

Themajor improvementsneededto portsareloadingfacilities suchasthecapacity
improvementsatPortDairymple andNewcastle.Thereis alsoa needto deepenthe
channelsin PortPhillip Bayto enablethehandlingofPanamexvessels.These
developmentswill increasethecapacityofkeyports. Howevercareshouldbe taken
to concentrateinvestmentin majorports. Australiahasarecordofoverinvestmentin
minorports,which is wastefulofresources.

Thereareanumberoflandsideconstraints,whichshouldbe addressedin the
relativelyshorttermorplannedfor. Theseinclude:

- the lifting ofthe loadinggaugein theBunburyStreetTunnelat the
entranceto Dynonrail yards. Thiswould enabledoublestackingof
containers.If this is not feasiblefor engineeringreasonsanalternate
approachto theyardsshouldbe found. Inthelongertermaprogram
shouldbedevelopedto enabledoublestackingon selectedinterstate
routes.

- retentionofwhat remainsoftherail easementwhichusedto serviceWebb
Dockin Melbourne. BecauseWebbDockis atthe mouthoftheYarra
River its futuredevelopmentcouldbenecessaryaslargervesselsservethe
Port ofMelbourne.

- in Brisbane,aneedto reservearail corridor from theAcaciaRidgeRail
Terminalto thePortofBrisbaneat FishermansIsland. Thereis alsoa
needto planfor thedevelopmentofanotherrail terminalin Brisbane
possiblyusingDefencelandat theGreenbankMilitary TrainingArea.

- in Sydney,aneedto reserveterminalsites in themetropolitanarea.These
could includethedevelopmentofaterminalonDefencelandat
Moorebankanddevelopmentby thePortofSydneyCorporationofa
terminalat theEnfieldMarshallingYardssite.(26)

- Theseprojectsarein additionto thoselisted at Appendix“A”

In relationto theprojectsdescribedaboveit is importantto makeadequateprovision
for terminals.Thereis little valuein upgradingrail linesif thereis notadequate
terminalcapacityto loadandunloadtrains.

In developingcontainerdepotsit is essentialthatlocal governmentbe involvedsothat
proposalscanbeincludedin local planningschemes,local communityissuescanbe
dealtwith andprovisioncanbemadefor roadaccess.In this contexttheCommittee
shouldnotethe failureofNationalRail to establishacontainerterminalat Enfield due
to oppositionfrom local governmentand communityinterests.

Statesalsohavearole to playin thedevelopmentofterminals,asproposalshaveto fit
into States’strategicdevelopmentplansandlanduseplans.

Howeverit is essentialthat planningfor thesedevelopmentscommenceNOWand
wherepossiblereservationsbe includedin town planingschemes.
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movementofbulk export commoditiessuch asgrain andcoal”

As indicatedabovelandsidecapacityfor the movementofcoalby rail is relatively
well cateredfor. Theexceptionto this is theHunterValley. Thecapacityproblems
on theHunterValleyrail systemarebeingaddressedby the improvementsplannedby
ARTC.

In thecaseofgrainthemajor issueis awayfrom theports- thehandlingofgrain in
ruralareas.This hasbeendiscussedin detailabove.

A factorwhichwill increaseefficiencyandinvestmentin coalhandlingis competition
betweenmajorrail coalhaulersasevidencedby theentryofQRNational into Hunter
Valley coalhaulage.

“the role ofintermodalfreighthubsin regionalareas.

Regionalfreighthubshavebeenestablishedin New SouthWalesat Blayney,Griffith,
NewcastleandParkes,andinVictoria at HorshamandWodonga.Therole offreight
hubsis to consolidatecargoesand containerisethemparticularlyfor export. The
successoffreighthubsis dependenton:

- thenatureoftheir freight catchment,
- thecatchmentsability to generaterelatively largevolumesoftraffic,
- theoperatorsability to offer ahigh level ofserviceto customers,
- thenegotiationofcompetitivefreight rates
- andtheavailability ofrail operatorsto servicethehubs.

TheParkesregionalfreighthub is uniquein that oneofits primereasonsfor success
is that it candoublestackcontainersfor SouthandWesternAustralia.

A challengefor freighthub operatorsis to find rail operatorsto servicethemasmajor
operators,for goodcommercialreasons,areconcentratingon interstate,coaland grain
operations.Consequentlyit will be necessaryto insurethattherearesufficient small
rail operatorsto meettheneedsof nichemarketssuchasshortline operations,“hook
andpull” operationsandurbanshorthaulservices,andto provideareserveof
equipmentto meetseasonaltraffic fluctuations.

“opportunities to achievegreaterefficiencyin the useofexisting infrastructure”

Thereareopportunitiesto achievesignificantefficienciesin rail operationthrougha
nationalapproachto rail administrationin particularrail access,rail safetyandrail
regulation. At presentwith theexceptionofthesystemunderthecontrolofthe
ARTC rail access,rail safetyandrail regulationrestswith theStatesleadingto
increasedcostsanddiffering regimes.

This is in sharpcontrastto greaterharmonisationofroadregulation. Thishasbeen
achievedthroughtheactivecooperationof Stateroadauthoritiesthrough
organisationssuchastheNationalAssociationofStateRoadAuthoritiesand its
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successorAustroads. In morerecenttimes theNationalRoadTransportCommission
hasenabledanationalapproachto roadregulation.

As indicatedabovetheimplementationofthecodesofpracticebeingdevelopedby
theAustralasianRailwayAssociationwill promotegreaterrail efficiency.

In the contextof“greaterefficiencyin theuseofexisting infrastructure”asignificant
Commonwealthinitiative is theRegionalPartnershipsprogram. It hasasoneofits
aimsto “supportplanningby investing inprojectsthatassistcommunitiesto identify
andexploreopportunitiesandto developstrategiesfor action”. (27)Threerail
projectshavebeenproposedfor thisprogram. Theyare:

- reopeningoftheTumut-Cootamundrarail line to servicethetimber
industryin theTumutregionandin particularthe developmentplansfor
the expansionoftheVisy papermills.

- reopeningoftheHeywood— Mount Gambierline asastandardgauge
railwayto enablewoodandwoodchipsto be movedto Portland

- rehabilitationofthe isolatednarrowgaugelineson theByrePeninsularto
improvethemovementofgrainto Thevenard.

TheHeywood-Mount GambierprojectandtherehabilitationoftheByre Peninsular
linescouldhaveamajorimpacton thecapacityandefficiencyofthePortsof Portland
andThevenard.If thesetwo projectsarenot undertakenthesewoodchip andgrain
trafficswill be transferredto roadwith consequentincreasesin roadmaintenance
costs,whichwould haveto be borneby thecommunity.

Failureto undertaketheHeywood-MountGambierprojectcouldhaveasignificant
impacton theamenityofPortlanddueto increasedtruckmovements.Therewould
alsohaveto be significantinvestmentin theBorderHighwayto caterfor increased
truckmovements.

TheTumut line reopeningandtheByre Peninsularline rehabilitationhavetheactive
supportoftheirsurroundinglocalgovernmentauthorities.

TheRegionalPartnershipsProgramcouldbe usedto financefeasibility studiesinto
thethreeprojectsto assesstheircommunitybenefit,costsandtheir long-term
viability. In thecaseoftheByrePeninsularlinesaninitial engineeringstudyhasbeen
undertakeninto partsofthesystem.(28)

“The role ofthethree levelsofGovernmentandtheprivatesectorin providingand
maintainingthe regionaltransportnetwork”

All threelevelsofGovernmentandtheprivatesectorhavearole in providingand
maintainingtheregionaltransportnetwork.

TheCommonwealthhasarole atthe macrolevel throughcompetitionpolicy and
taxationpolicy. It alsohasa directrole in thedevelopmentofnationaltransport
policy andtheimplementationoftheAuslink programandprovidingfundingunder
thatprogramfor transportinfrastructure.As theownerofARTC andits majorfund
providerit will contributeto the improvementoftheregionalrail systems.
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Decisionsby theCommonwealthin relationto Defencelandcouldsignificantly
influenceterminaldevelopmentin SydneyandBrisbane. Thereleaseof surplus
Defencelandat Moorebankin SydneyandGreenbankin Brisbanecouldhavea major
influenceon theefficiencyandcapacityoftheEastCoastrail corridor. These
potentialterminalswill assistin theefficientdistributionoffreight to theregionalrail
networks.

TheNationalTransportCommissionis thecreationoftheCommonwealthandthe
States.It hasthroughits recommendationsparticularlythoserelatingto roadvehicle
chargesandvehiclemasslimits thepotentialto affect,notonly nationalroad
transport,but alsoregionalroadnetworks. Increasesin grossvehiclemasshavethe
potentialto increasecostswhich localcommunitiesmaywell bearthoughincreased
maintenancecostson local roads.

TheStateshavethemajorresponsibilityfor regionaltransportnetworksthroughtheir
ownershipofroadsandrailwaysandtheirresponsibilityfor Statetransportplanning
anddevelopment.It shouldbenotedthat in Victoria andWesternAustraliathe long
termleasingofrail infrastructureto privateoperatorshasplacedconstraintsontherail
initiativesGovernmentscantake. Thiswasa significantissuein thedevelopmentof
Victoria’sRegionalFastTrainproject andproposalsfor rail standardisation.

Theprimaryresponsibilityfor assistanceto local governmentforthefundingof local
roadsystemsrestswith theStates.AlthoughtheCommonwealthhaslargely
withdrawnfromthis areasinceit movedfromprovidingtiedgrantsto theStatesto
generalFinancialAssistanceGrants,it providessomefunding throughthe“Black
Spots”and“Roadsto Recovery”programs.It shouldbe notedthattheAuslink
initiative will providesomefundingfor local roads.

Local governmenthasthe majorresponsibilityfor theconstructionandmaintenance
oftheregionalroadsystem. It alsohasamajorinfluenceondevelopmentofregional
transportsystemsthroughits powersin relationto landuseplanning.

Consequentlythereis aneedfor activecooperationbetweenall levelsofgovernment
if efficientandeffectiveregionaltransportsystemsareto be establishedand
maintained.It is suggestedthattheAuslink initiativewill provideavehicle for this
cooperationparticularlybetweentheCommonwealthandtheStates.

If theinitiatives theCommonwealthGovernmenthastaken,particularlyin relationto
rail, areto be seento becreditableworkwill haveto beginassoonaspossible.It is
recognisedsomemajorprojectsrequiredetailedplanning, landacquisition,legal
negotiationsandenvironmentalimpactstatementswhichmayimposedelaysbut these
shouldbe minimisedwhereverpossible. As distinct from earlierCommonwealthrail
initiatives ARTC hasdoneconsiderablepreliminarywork. It is essentialthatit be
giventheresourcesnecessaryto carryout thetasksit hasbeenset.A key featurein
achievingthe outcomesset for ARTC andAuslink is theactive cooperationat all
levelsofgovernment.Delaysdueto “turf wars” couldprovefatal.

A majorfactorinfluencingprivatesectorinvestmentin rail terminalsandrolling stock
will be thesuccessofARTC in achievingtheefficienciesit hasplannedfor rail
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infrastructure.If theseareachievedreductionswill bepossiblein accesscharges
which in turnwill encourageprivatesectorinvestment.

Conclusions

Thereis recognitionby Governmentsthat underinvestmentinports andAustralia’s
transportsystemsis havinganadverseeffectonthe Australianeconomy.However
thesespecificdeficiencieswill be influencedatthemacrolevel by government
policieswhich include:

- competitionpolicy
- taxationpolicies
- andnationalapproachesto reform,funding andregulationoftransport

systems

TheCommonwealthandStateGovernmentshavealreadytakenor areimplementing
specificinitiatives to addressunderinvestmentin transportandto improvetransport
planningandcoordinationat anationallevel. Theseinitiatives include:

- Auslink asa vehiclefor nationaltransportplanning,Commonwealth/State
cooperation,fundinganda morerigorousapproachto transportinvestment
andadministration

- ThecreationoftheNationalTransportCommissionto provide
recommendationson theregulationofboth roadandrail

- TheuseofARTC to developtheinterstaterail systemandimprovethe
movementofcoalin theHunterValley. Projectsplannedby theARTC
will improveconnectivityto portsandportefficiency

Thesuccessoftheseinitiativeswill restontheactivecooperationofall levelsof
Governmentandtheprivatesector.

While therehasbeenconsiderableprogressin theharmonisationofroadregulation
muchstill needsto be doneto developanationalapproachto rail regulation,rail
safetyandrail access.In the long termthis mayrequirethedevelopmentofnational
bodiesto carryout thesefunctionsinsteadofthemultitudeof Stateorganisations
which existatpresent.

TheAustralasianRailroadAssociationhasmadeamajorcontributiontowardsthe
developmentofa nationalapproachto rail managementthroughits developmentof
CodesofPractice. It hasalsofosteredamulti modalapproachto transportissues
throughactivecooperationwith thetruckingindustry.

In relationto regionaltransportsystemsoneofthekeyissuesto be resolvedis the
movementofgrain. This will involve decisionsonthefutureofrail branchlines. To
let themclosethroughneglectcouldsignificantlyshift thecostofmaintaining
regionaltransportsystemsfromtheStateto localgovernmentby imposingon local
governmentadditionalcostsassociatedwith roadmaintenance.Theseadditional
costshavethepotentialto limit theserviceslocalgovernmentcanoffer and
consequentlythe standardofliving ofruralcommunities. In addressingthefuture of
graincarryingbranchlines it will benecessaryto revisit competitionpolicy in
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particularrail accessregimes. In reviewingthefutureofbranchlinestheimpactof
changingmarketingarrangementswill haveto takeninto account.
While responsibilityforresolvingissuesrelatingto themovementofgrainrests
primarilywith the States,theCommonwealthwill be involved becauseofits interest
in competitionpolicy andadesireto seethe grainindustryretainits international
competitiveness.

TheRegionalPartnershipsProgramcanassistin providing fundingto enablestudies
to beundertakenwhichcoulddemonstratethefeasibilityandsustainabilityofregional
transportprojects.

All threelevelsof Governmenthaverolesto play in improvingconnectivityto ports
andtheefficiencyofregionaltransportsystemsinparticularlocalgoverinnentasa
planningagency,arepresentativeofcommunityinterestsandasa sourceoffunds.

Planningfor improvementsto port connectivityandimprovementsto regional
transportsystemsmuststartnow. This includesthereservationoftransportcorridors,
reservationofterminalsitesandthepreservationofexistingtransporteasements.

Howeverif the initiativesproposedto be takenat apolicy andlegislativelevelareto
retaincredibility thenwork-onthegroundmustbe seenassoonaspossible.
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AppendixA

Planned or ProuosedRail AccessImDrovements to Ports

Source:MinisterialPressReleaseby theDeputyPrimeMinisterandMinisterfor
TransportandRegionalServicesdated

7
th June2004entitled “Auslink WhitePaper—

OntheRight Track”

New South Wales

• ImprovedfreighttrainaccessbetweenNewcastleandSydneybyprovision
ofrefugesandoverpassesat sevenlocationson theCity Rail network($55
million)
• Reducecongestionoffreight andcoaltrainmovementsby duplicating63
kilometresoftrackbetweenWallarobbaandStratfordon thenorthern
approachinto Maitland
• Constructadedicatedfreight rail line from Macarthurto Chullorain
Sydney
• HunterValley railwayinvestmentswill upgrade452 kilometresoftrack
andsignalling ($152million by ARTC)
• Sydneyurbanfreight links will have$110million spentonthem:

• InterimworksontheMain NorthLineto improveefficiency
• AddressingabottleneckbetweenRhodesandConcordWestto
improvesouth—boundfreight trainsto Chullora/Enfield
• Constructionofpassingloopsat ThoruleighontheNorthernLine
to improvereliability andreducefreight andpassengertraffic conflict
• Constructionofarail freightbypassofHornsbyto minimise
passengerandfreighttrainconflict,and
• Planningfor duplicationoftherackbetweenEnfieldandPort
Botany.

Victoria
• Improvementsto roadandrail accessto theDynonintermodalprecinct
andthePortofMelbourneincludeanewDynonto thePortofMelbournerail
link andseparationofthejunctionofFootscrayRoadandtherailway ($110
million). This will provideunimpededmovementofrail to Appleton,West
SwansonandEastSwansonDocksandreducethemultiple handlingoffreight
• Constructionofanewbi-directionalrail line betweenTottenhamJunction
andtheBunburyStreetTunnelat WestFootscray.($40million) This will
reducecongestionat theDynonrail terminalandthePortofMelbourne,as
well asimprovetransit times

South Australia

• Adelaide’sPortRiver Express:
• Constructionof Stage1 ofthePort RiverExpressway($40million)
• $80million to completethePortRiverExpresswayandassociated
roadandrailworks



Western Australia

• FremantlePortAccess:
• Constructionofarail loop to FremantlePort. Thedualgaugerail
loop will caterfor longertrainsandimprovecargohandling($40
million)

Note: Theprojectslisted aboveareconsiderto haveanimpacton theefficiencyof
ports. Somearea considerabledistancefrom portsbut the improvementsthey
providein reducingbottlenecks,increasingcapacity,improving transit timesand
reducingconflict betweenfreightandpassengertrainswill contributeto theefficiency
ofportoperation.




