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DUTIES OF THE COMNITTEE

‘Section 8. (1) of the Public Accounts Committee Act. 1951 reads as

f£ollowst

I Subject to .sub-section (2), the duties of the Committee

' ares .

(a). to examine the accounts of the receipts and

49’3" ‘expenditure o¢f the Commonwealth including the
' £inancial statements transmitted to he

Auditox-ccnerll under sub-section (4) of séction 50
of the Audit Act 1901;

(aa) to examine the financial affairs of authorities of
the Commonwealth to which this Act applies and of
intergovernmental bodies to which this Act applies;

(ab) to examine: all reports of the Auditor-General
g (including reports.. of the results of efficiency
audits) copies of which have been laid before the

Houses: of the Parliament;

' (b) to report to both Houses of the Parliament, with:
. such. comment as it thinks £it, any items or matters
in tho-e accounts; statements and reports, or any
cir ted with them, to which the
Committee is of the opinion that the attention of
the. Parliament should be directed;

(¢} to report to both Houses of the Parliament any
alteration which the Committee thinks desirable in
‘the form of the public accounts or in the method of
keeping. them, or in the mode of receipt, control,
issue -or payment of public moneys; and

(d) to inquire into any qnestion in connéxion with the
public: accounts which is referred to it by .either
House of the Parliament, and ‘to report to that
‘House upon that -question,

and include -such other duties as are assigned to the

Committee by Joint Standing Orders approved by both
Houses of the Parliament.

(v):
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PRRPACE ‘ -

L Arrangements to- ensure that appropriate action is taken
in response to comments contained in the -Committee's Reports have
bBeen in. operation since 1952 although they have been Teviewed
periodically, These were known as Treasury Minute arrangements.

L ‘Pollowing: the creation of the Department of Pinance on 7
L I December 1976 it was. agreed that the arrangements -should continue
ar bl 1 as before but should be known as the Department of Finance Minute.

As they ‘now stand the procedures are:

1. . The Report of thé Committee is tabled by the
‘ . Chairman in the House of Representatives and
; by a Member of the Committee in the Senate.
. Motions are moved in both ‘Houses of the
Parliament that the Report be  printed as a
Parliamentary Paper.

2. The Chaiiman of the Committee thereafter
forwards a copy  of the Report to the
responsible Minister and to ‘the Minister for
Finance with a request that he give the
Report his consideration and inform the
Chairman of the action taken to deal with the
Comrittee's. conclusions.

3. The reply received, .in the form of a
Department of Finance Minute, is then
examined by the Committee and, together with
the conclusions of the Report to which it
relates, is submitted as soon as. possible as
a Report to the Parliament. :

4. Should the Committee find during its
examination of a Department. of Finance Minute
that certain recommendations are not fully
dealt. with or are subjéct to a further
Minute, it holds an exploratory discussion
with officers oOf the .Department of Finance
prior to the submission of the Minute to the
Parliament..

5. In reporting .a Minute to the Parliament, the

Committee, except in special cases does not.
) sually make any commént other than to- note
' . recommendations not.  fully dealt with or
subject to a ‘further Minute.
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6. When: the Committés ' 'next examinés the
DepArtment  concerned: the Dopntuont of.
rinance Minute L8 conud(ud hy ‘the (:e-nitt“«
it appl:lcublc. .

T ‘!‘he Dcpctt.nnt of.‘ l‘imn'
Committee . with . .a lulf—y 1!

.outltanding ‘Minutes, indicating ti proqzen
made. -deaking with ~ the Conn:l.ttee't
connentn. '

In accordance with. the - proceduus out:l:lned above, this

report documents the Department of Pinance NMinute which: ‘was
subsitted: in response to the Committee's 192nd’ Report. This

response was. lpp:oved by the prevloul Govetnuent on 22 November"

1982, . v
For and on: behalf of the Committesg

M.J. T2lberg
Secretary
Joint Committee ‘of Public Accounts
Parliament House
Canberra  ACT'
8 September 1983 .

(x)

- CEAPYRR 1. = e
e wemoptorzon - L s
1.1 The Committee's 192nd Repott, vhich was a discussion

the. -collection: and dissemination of statistics, was
11 3 0. wubcr 1981, A summary of that

] t dations together with
t o! Fimnce ‘Mihute appu: «4n Chapter 3%

1.2 ‘The Committee: notes that the Aul!:ral:lan statistics
Advisory . Council -has considered: ‘theé::192nd Report. and has
suppo:ted unny, of .the recoxmendations, .particularly those
relating to. the . cooperation between Commonwealth agencies on the
tion of . statistics, - ‘the- ‘establishment . of a central
statistical reguter and’ the possibility of charging users for
some. collections,

1.3 Although it ha'l“ ﬁ;u .reiervatio'ns, tﬁe Committee is
generally satisfied with the response to the 192nd Report and is
pleal:dd to. note that sone of its recommendations have been
accepted. .

1.4 The main pol:lcy rwinonl effected as a result of the
Connittu'a recommendations are as follows:
. ‘introduction of rew measures designed to. strengthen the
t(:oot)dination role of the Australian Buruu of stntiatics‘
ABS) 3 RN .

. amendment of ‘the Ceénsus and Statistics Act to allow
‘maximum utilisation of available data; .

. inttoduction of charges for a much higher proportion of
ABS publications.

1.5 Howevexr, the Committee .conaiders that the ponibnity of
makifig better use of taxation data (Recomnmendations 4, 5 and 6)
should be explored further. A follow-up report. on progress in
this area is requested.

1.6 ~ The Commictee is. also concerned about the -adequacy of
the r to dation 11, ‘Further information is
nquutcd ubout the: progress of the Working Group on PFinancial
Statistics,

1.7 The third area of concem is the response to
Recommeridation 13 on the establishment of an interdepartmental
Committee . (IDC)., This -vrecommendation appearss to have been
misinterpreted. The Committee anticipated that. the function of an
Ipc vould be findamentally different: from that of the existing




Australian Statistics Advisory Council (ASAC). The IDC would help
to coordinate the collections and respond to needs of departments

and. authorities, This mechani#

should: complement and strengthen
the: new coordination

sures being introduced in response to

Recommeéndation 12. The ASAC's advisory role appears to be much -
broader than. this. The Committee requests a further response on

this matter.

CHAPTER 2
SUMMARY OF THE COMMITTER'S 192ND REPORT

2.1 ~ The Committee is: aware that timely and accurate
statistics are an essential requirement for both. public and
private: sector wmanagement, If comprehensive and. relevant
statistics are not available then it is possible for government
policies and programs formulated on the basis of .incomplete
information to be directed away from the areas of greatest need..
Consequently the Committee considered that it was important to
produce a discussion paper on the issues associated with the
collection and use .of statistics.

2.2 The Report discussed a number of factors relating to the
collection and dissemination of statistics by the Commonwealth
Government, and made sugggestions aimed at effecting improvements
in the quality of statistics. It also took into account economies
that could be achieved in carrying out the task, which, in turn,
could have the added advantage of freeing resources for the
collection of needed, but as yet unavailable, information.

2.3 The Report pointed out that accurate statistical
information is requiréd for monitoring the efficiency and
effectiveness of policies and programs across the full range of
governmental activities., Similarly, comprehensive and up-to-date
statistics are also required for advice on new policies.

2.4 The Report examined the fact. that even though the
benefits that can flow from statistical information are great, so
also are the costs of obtaining them. By any measure the quantity
of official statistics now collected is immense. Subject groups
range over demography, -education, health, welfare, national
accounts, employment and .prices, all industry -groups,
transportation and ' communication.. The 1981-82 Budget
appropriations for the Australian Bureau of Statistice (ABS)
total about $111 million, of which $76 million was for salaries
of Bureau staff. The Confederation of Australian Industry claims
that the cost of complying with FPederal and State government
regulations in regard to the provision of statistical information
was $3700 million in 1978-78. Although the ABS has attempted to
reduce the burden of statistical collections, the Committee
believes that additional steps. should be taken for further
reductions in: this area,

2.5 The Committee recommended:

. the strengthening of the power of the BABS to
coordinate statistical information;

. the. establishment. by the ABS of a central
- statistical register;

. the appropriate use of taxation data;



: .that ' .overzeas d.nitutivu .ato- -
burdﬂu imposed by : governments: ‘on <citizens be

that consistency be' enéduraged in standard data
conceptl, doﬁnition- -and' €1 1£1uuonl¢

that tho C‘nlul‘ and’ stathtic'
u!ov foz nxilun utili eion

examined;

the pou:lb:l.lity of chntqing usen Htc't: .““
ttatiltical publ:lutionu and ‘- o :

that an interdepurtnenul conittu be ‘utablilhed
to.advise governments ‘on urgent matters relating t:o
ltatilticu’ ‘programs and ptiotitiu.

Tre ot . © CHAPTER 3
‘ DREARTHENT OF FINANCE MINUTE
3.1 , In  -this . chipt‘i,t -, each of. the ‘Cofnnittee's
recommendations. is. reproduced in: turn and is followed by the
response; a8 provided in the Department: of Finance Minute. These
were approved by thc Government on. 22 Noveuber 1982.

R!COHH!IDA‘!‘IOI 1

The cooxdinnting po"u of the Australian nuuau
of Statistics be clarified and strengthened, if
ry by ding lcglllltion.

'Rnponn e

3.2 The coordination functions of the Australian Bureau of
Statistics (ABS) are specified in paragraph 6(i)(c) of the
Au:num_mm_nx_smmuum as 'follows:

(a) The functions of ‘the Bureau are ... to ensure
coordination of the operations of official
bodies in the collection, compilation and
dissemination of statistics and related
information, with particulaz regard to -~

(1) the. avoidance of Aduplication in the
‘collection by .official bodies of
intomation for statistical pu:poses;

(11) the attainment of compatibility
between, and the integration _of,
ltstiltics» compiled by official bodies;
and

(3i4) the maximum possible utilization, for
statistical purposes, of information,
and means of collection of information,
available to. official bodies.

The additional coordination measures. now suggested (see
Recommendation 12) do not require amending legislation.

:RICOIH!NDATIOII 2

The !u:uu of Statistics exnine the establishment
of 4. central register of 'statistical infofmation
similar to the “Pederal Information Locator
Systen' 1ntrodnccd in tho us 'Papervork Reduction

Act. of 1980°.
'Response ]
t
3.3 . ‘The: US Federal Information ‘Locator System had two main
putpolel: .



(a) a register of data collections conducted by federal ‘

t agencies, intended to provide a basis
elimination of wdupncati‘qn» and general

) contiol‘"'c)verv ‘collections; and
(b) a classified directory of data items collected.

3.4 A prototype system 'was established in 198l.. Initial
versiong of both the register of data collections and the
classified directory of data items were drawn up, and proved
useful, ' However, work on the US Federal Information TLocator
System has now ceased. It is relevant -to note that because
Australia, ‘unlike the: ‘United States, has .a centralised
statistical-system, the ABS already has ‘facilities which serve a

good deal of the two purposes. of the US system., Howéver, this

conclusion, and hence the comments which follow, relate to: the
first aspect, namely a register for use in the control over
collections. .

3.5 The ABS has devéloped a catalogie of statistical data
collections conducted ) Commonwealth
authorities. This catalogue was initially developed in respect of
collections undertaken during the three years to.-December 31 1978
and, subsequently, -in respect. of collections undertaken in
1979-80, The -catalogue was distributed widely to Commonwealth.
departments and authorities (and also, ‘through State statistical
coordination machinery, to State agencies). .

3.6 The catalogue is considered comprehensive with: respect
to identification of collections undertaken, but is still
inadequate. in respect of certain information about the
collections' if it 'is: to serve as a centradl register. The
additional coordination measures how decided on (see Concliusion
12) ‘will ‘provide the. necessary information for upgrading 'the
catalogue ' for ‘the -purpose of coordination and . control of
collections.

3.7 Regarding the second purpose of the US system, it might
be noted. that the ABS Catalogue of Publications serves much of
the intended purpose of :the 'US system as a directory’ of ‘'main
items on which information is collected by the ABS.

RECOMMENDATION: 3

All -agencies be required to consult this register

and obtain Bureau approval before embarking on any

statistical collection above a level of complexity
- .0r size defined by the Bureau. ' -7

Response

3.8 - Under the proposed _arrangements for increased
coordination in response to Conclusion 12, all agencies
will be required to- consult the catalogue and the Bureau,
zith a view to avoiding duplication: in the. collection of
ata.

departinents and'

RECOMMERDATION. 4.

The In¢ Tax Ass t Act be amended to allow
taxation data.of businesses, including identifying
information, to bé made available to the Burean of
Statistics,

Response .
3.9 " Access by the ABS, for purely statistical

putposes, to informaticn from the income tax records of

identified individual  businesses  potentially offers
advantages: in terms of reducing the number of requests for
information 'sent to small bugsinesses by the ABS and of the
ABS' making better use of the aggregate business statistics
now compiled from income ‘tax returns,

"3.10 The ABS and the BAustralian ‘fTaxation Office

(Taxation Office) have recognised this potential, and it is

~hoped that it will ‘be pessible to undertake: some pilot
‘testing in the near future - see Conclusionh 5. The results

of such tests would be taken into .account by the Government
in its further consideration of whether the Income Tax
Asgessment Act ghould be: amended -along. the lines jindicated
by the Committee. Investigating whether these potential
advantages - can- be realised in the Australian situation, at
an acceptable cost in resources, requireg a substantial and
cohginu‘ing research and development effort by skilled
staff.

3.11 . A statistical system which ehcompassed access to
taxation - data of identified businesses. as' a fundamental

element would be substantially .different from the present
-system.Designing .Buch a system and working through the

implications for the ABS and the Taxation Office in terms
of manpower, finances and impact on other systems, would
take time and is still at an early stage.

3.12 A  new system would have to meet certain
fundamental conditions to be acceptable and worthwhile.

{(a) It would have to result in statistical output
of acceptable gquality (in terms of range of
Qata, degree of detail and timeliness) for
the several uses currently met by direct ABS
coXlections from buginesses.

{b) It‘ﬁw‘ou‘ld‘ have to result in a significant
. reduction in respondent burden,

(c) It would hivg ‘to be implemented within the
tight resources constraints <facing the aBS
and the Taxation Office,- .



(d) It could not be allowed :to compromise the
Taxation - ‘Office's . taxation processing
systems; or prejudice. compliance through any
‘adverse . effect ‘on. taxpayers' confidence in .
:!tl: 1p:1vacy of ‘their financial. and.. other

airs, .

3.13 ‘The United States: and Canadian. Government: statistical
agencies. have access to identified income tax data and have been
helpful in assisting the Australian investigators. But national
taxation and statistical systems, differ to such an extent that
systems cannot .8imply be transferred from.one -country to another.
It is relevant to: note that the Canadian statistical -agency has
had access to tax data of identified incorporated businesses for
over 15 years and of unircorporated businesses for over 10 years,
but ‘has only recently reached the stage of beginning to make
substantial use of the information, with considerable development
work remaining. Thig long gestation period has been due to the
complexity' of the methodological and logistical problems inherent

in the use of tax data of identified businesses for statistical.

purposes. .

3.14 It should be noted that the I Tax A t Act

authorises the Taxation Office to provide the: ABS, with: names and

addresses of employers and has recently been amended to include
the number. of persons employed, The information is .used as a
source for uvpdating the ABS register of business: - see paragraph
2.17 of the Committee's Report..

3.15 Both proposals relate to making information available to
the ABS; there are no revergse flows of identifiable information
from ABS to the Taxation ‘Office - .see paragraph- 2.41 of the
Committee's Report. . ' . .

RECOMMENDATION. 5

A pilot study using tax data on identified small
businesses in a restricted sample - (to run
concurrently with the present. system of . data
collection) should be set up to highlight the
advantages and problems involved. and to. test the
suitability of taxation. data ‘as a basis for
compilation of economic statistics..

f

Response

3.16 A pilot study is seen as essential in ordér to establish
the suitability and viability of a system of :using taxation data
as a basis for compilation 'Of economic statistics, judged in
terms of the fundamental conditions which have to be met, as set

out in the 8 on dation 4.
3.17 The pilot study would involve the. following three basic
elements:

. an. attempt (using. name and .addreéss) to match a
limited number- of identified taxpayer businesses
with corresponding business: units as recorded on

‘ the .ABS's central register of businesses, and
- . viceversa; . ! . - P B

. investigation of the reasons for unmatched and
- partly matched - cases, and théir statistical
- significance; .- . . ,
for matched . businesses, comparison: of some
tax-baged data items with valiues for equivalent
data itéems reported by these businesses in ABS
- collections. - .- .

3.18 The .ABS Officers: involved in the investigation would
need access to identified income. tax data. -Unless ABS personnel
can obtain direct: eiperience with actual identified tax data,
there would be severe limitations on the .asséssment that would be
possible.. Consideration. is' being given to the design: of a pilot
study which could be carried out within the constraints of the
secrecy provisions of the Income Tax Assessment Act.

RECOMMENDATION 6

Additional l;cfo,-.econo-ic information be collected
in conjunction with. annual tax returns,

Response

3.18 It is not clear from the Committee's Report in what way
the collection. of additional socio-~economic -information in

.conjunction with annual tax returns would be a substitute for

collections by other organisations.

3,20 In .any case, .any move to collect through tax returns
additional socio-economic information ‘not. required for tax
purposes would need to. take into consideration. that tax returns
already contain a great: deal of detailed information. required for
tax purposesy to request further particulais might well overload
them and ‘prove. counter~productive in terms of the quality of the
responsge: -for taxation assessment purposes. .

3.21 - Prom paragraphs 2,14 and 2‘.15"o£ its Report, it appears
that the Committee does not. have in mind such information ‘being
made available outside the Taxation Office in identifiable form.



ncoummupn 7

The Bureau #hould: -encourage consii Y in
concepts,. definitions = and

standard data:
classifications. of data collected and statistics
produced, ’
Response .
3.22 The development and application of standard data

concepts, definitions, and classifications: are inherent

activities of an official statistical agency. Por many years the

ABS has been, and ‘continues to be, éngaged in the development of

::es:B ;t;anda:da, and in their application both within and outside
e o

3.23 The ABS continually seeks to extend the application of
its standards to other organisations through ongoing contact by
its officers, officers outposted to other departments,
statistical coordination committees .and working groups, etc..

3.24 The additional coordination measures now decided on ~
;ee‘ Conclusion: 12 - will be a significant aid in continuing this
rocess.

RECOMMENDATIOR 8

The Census and Statistics Act be amendad to allow
for maximum utilisation of the data available, as
recommended in the Crisp Report. '

Response

3.25 Since the Committee's Report was completed, the

. has been amended to. provide for the
release of information -along the lines recommended in the Crisp
Report. While safeguarding confidentiality, authority for the
Statistician to release certain information. will be: contained in
a Ministerial determination, which will be tabled in the
Parliament. and be subject to disallowance. ' :

RECOMMENDATION 9
Administrative or legislative action be taken to
engure that -data collected by .all -Government

agencies is published where practicable and/or
made available to other users.

10

Response

3.26 . The ABS is- required .to publish and disseminate the
results of the compilation and analysis of the astatistical
information collected inder the Census and Statistics Act. This
is subject to maintaining the confidentiality of the information
supplied. It is ABS policy to disseminate statistics to the
maximum extent and as quickly as possible. Various media are
used, dincluding printed publications, microform, computer
printout and computer tapes.

3.27 From information . provided to the ABS by agencies
concerned it would appear ‘that, subject to confidentiality
restrictions, the results of their statistical collections are
already being disseminated, either voluntarily or to comply with
legislative requirements.

RECOMMENDATION 10

Serious consideration be given to examining
Canadian and U8 initiatives aimed at reducing the
paper burden .imposed by governments with a view to
taking. similar substantive measures in Australia.

Response

3,28 Regarding the paper burden generated by statistical
collections, one .of the major concerns: of the ABS, and other
Commonwealth collecting . agencies, is. to .maintain a balance
between meeting the statistical needs of government, business and
other sectors of the community and keeping within reasonable
limits the reporting burden imposed on those who supply the basic
data, The measures taken by the ABS to achieve this, described in
a.special article "Minimising Reporting Burden!' which. .appeared in
the .19680-81 ABS Annual Report, are outlined below.

3.29 7 Each. proposal to t;.he ABS for a new coilectionﬂ and all
existing .collections .are subject to careful examination in the
ABS forward planning process to determine whethers

. the user need for the data justifies the
collection; .

the frequency sought is justified, having regard
.to the variability of the data and the use to be
made of them; ) o

data suitable for users' hee‘_d,s are ‘n'ot already
available from some other sources;

the required data cannot  be obtained by
arranging access to information within an
adninistrative system;

11



. the required data cannot be produced with less

respondent burden by modifying an existing
collection rather than instituting & new
collections and

- the héw data requirements of the users &0 not
reflect a shift in overall needs or priorities
such' that an existing data collection can
eliminated or reduced in size.

3.30 With statistical collections from persons and
households, respondent burden is minimised by:

- limiting the number of questions asked in the
population census and devoting a 1ot of effort
to formulating questions so that they can be
readily understood and easily answered; and

seeking other data by interviews with very small
samples of households, by rotating samples so
that ‘thé effort involved is widely spread and by
taking. trouble over the wording and sequencing
of questions,

3.31 With. statistical collections from businesses the problem
takes different forms because businesses vary so much in size and
other characteristics, But similar efforts are made to limit, to

the maximum éxtent poss bl;'byth. number of busiriesses to which
e 33 '

questionnaires are addre

ul!pd sampling techniques rather than complate
coverages

using size cut-offs, or othér coverage
restrictions,” in ' order to exclude from
collections those businessas which .in total do
not have a .significint effect on thé important:
statistical ‘aggregatés  produced by the
collections, or which can be adequately
accounted for in some other way:

using short forms to avoid asking ' smaller
businesses to provide all the detail needed from
larger buiinulgg:; L

using forms tailored specifically to the known
activities of each individual ‘business, thus
reducing the size of forms by eliminating items
not relevant to- that business; and -

restricting editing and ' query action in
proportion to ‘the potential effects of reporting
errors on the important statistical aggregates:
produced by the collections.

12

3.32 The Canadian and Us initiatives aimed at reducing the
paper burden imposed by governments have been examined and the
appropriate action has been taken by the Government - see, for
example, the press release issued by the Minister for Industry
and Commerce on 20 May 1981,

RECOMMENDATION 11

The l'ozk‘inq‘ Group on financial statistics be urged
to complete its review by the end of 1981,

Response

3,33 The Working Group: is pushing ahead as fast as the
resources available to it permit. -

RECOMMENDATION 12

A joint examination of the nature and scope of
statistical collections by the Bureau and other
Governmental agencies ‘be undertaken by a panel
comprising officers of the Bureau and eéxternal
users and experts with a view to strengthening the
cootdinating role of the Bureau in  the
authorisation and review of data collections.

Response:

3.34 The ABS and each department/authority concerned will
prepare joint: reports on the statistical collections currently
undertaken by theé department 'or 'by agencies within each
Minister's portfolio responsibilities. These collections should
include all those undertaken by departmental or agency staff,
those undertaken by consultants under contract to departments or
agencies. and those undertakéh with departmental or agency
involvemént where the majority of the funding is ‘provided by the
Commonwealth, FPurther, joint reports should "be prepared for all
new statistical collections or substantial changes to ongoing
colléctions prior to the collections commencing oxr the changes
being. implemented, o .

3.35 EBach repoit will establish the number of persons or
businesses to Whom questionnaires are sent, the nature of the
information sought, the cost of the collections, whether measures
could be suggested to improve the efficiency with which the
collection is undertaken -and its -effectivenes, the uses. to which
the resulting figures are put and whether the reliability of the
figures' is appropriate for ‘those purposes. It will include
recommendations aimed at dmproving the relatability of these
figures to statistics from other ‘sources.. The report will also
explore whether ‘theré is information already available from other
sources 'that would serve the department's need or whether changes
to other collections might enable: them to serve the department's

13



needs. Purther, the report will explore whether it is possible to-

achieve a reduction in the amount of information collected or in
the resources used in collections.. i

3.36 The ABS will inform the Minister Assisting the Treasurer
of the outcome of these reports and, in the event of disagreement
between the ABS and a department, the Minister Assisting will
consider raising the matter with the responsible Minister,

3.37 In order to reduce the task to manageable proportions,
reports will only be prepared for statistical collections from
500 or more households and from 10 or more businesses or
organisations (excluding government agencies). Reports are not
required. where departments and agencies are ‘collecting
indicator/policy/administrative information only. It is not the
intent of this proposal to hinder departments and Ministers in
collecting such information. .

3.38 These limits and exclusions are, to some extent,
arbitrary, They have -been set with the objective of bringing the
larger ‘collections within the .ambit .of this coordination
function, 80 that the maximum impact can be had on duplication,
paper burden etc, without insisting that the procedures need, to
be followed in every instance, which could prove cumbersome and
result in unacceptable delays in collecting data. They may, of
course, need to be altered after negotiation between each
department/agency and the ABS, and in the light of. experience.. , .

3.39 Statistical information also becomes available as a
by~product of administrative: processes such as the assessment of
income tax returns or the payment of social security benefits..
While the availability of by-product statistics is relevant fo
what information is sought by direct statistical collections, it
is not proposed that the reviews recommended in the submission
should cover the statistics produced as a dary pect of an
administrative process, .

3.40 It. i8 emphasised that, where a new collection must
commence at short notice, the ABS would be expected to undertake

investigations as a matter of high priority.

3.41 How quickly it will be possiblé to complete reports will
depend on the availability of suitable staff with the necessary
experience,

RECOMMENDATION 13

An inter-departmental committee, similar to ‘the
Standing Coomittes on ‘Statistical Collections
advocated in the Crisp Report, be established to.
advise on urgent .and important matters relating to
statistical programs and priorities.
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Response

3.42 Setting up another body to advise on statistical
Programs and priorities appears unnecessary.

3.43 The Australian Statistice Advisory Council on which,

amongst other members, are representatives of Commonwealth
Government departments, was set up to advise the Statistician and
the Minister on:

(a) the improvement, extension and coordination
of statistical services provided for public
purposes in Australia;

(b) annual and 1longer term priorities and
programs of work that should be adopted in
relation to major aspects of the provision of
those statistical services; and

(c) any other matters relating generally to those
statistical services.

(Section 18, Australian Bureau of Statistics Act 1975)

3.44 The Council has been in operation for some time and has
proved to be very effective; its activities are outlined in the
Council®s Annual Reports to Parliament.

3.45 On more day-to-day matters, normal processes of
interdepartmental consultation and exchange of views, plus the
outposting of ABS officers to certain departments, are adequate
to ensure that the ‘Statistician and Permanent Heads of relevant
departments are mutuvally aware of intentions. and views on
statistical programs and priorities. In the event of
disagreement, the normal processes of advice to Ministers can be
availed of.

RECOMMENDATION: 14

Charging for Biureau statistical publications be
introduced where possible.

Response

3.46 With effect from 1 January 1983, the Bureau will charge
for a much higher proportion of its publications.
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RECONMBNDATION 13
he charging procedures used by Statistics Canade
be carefully -tuud the Bureau. with » u- to:
adopting a similar policy in Autnlh.

Response

3.47 ABS's charging policy has recently been revised, and has
taken. into account the experience of Statistics Canada.
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