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On 8 June 1978 the Committee resolved to inquire into and report upon 'the adequacy
of legislative and administrative arrangements relating to environmental protection
and resource management'.
2. Submissions were invited from persons and organisations with an interest in the
inquiry and the terms of reference were advertised in newspapers throughout Australia
in 1978. During the inquiry the Committee took nearly 1700 pages of evidence. Final
public hearings were held on 26 August 1980.
3. The Committee tabled its first report on this reference on 18 October 1979. The
first report dealt with the operations of the Environment Protection (Impact of Proposals) Act 1974 and the Australian Heritage Commission Act 1975. The Committee's
final report on this reference is in the process of being drafted. It will deal with the
operations of the National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 1975 and the Great
Barrier Reef Marine Park Act 1975.

4. On 21 February 1980 the Committee resolved to inquire into and report upon
'the management of chemicals potentially hazardous to health and the environment'.
5. In response to nation-wide advertising 100 submissions have been recieved to date
from Commonwealth departments, State Governments, industry, unions, environmental groups and private citizens. Further submissions are expected. It has been a
feature of this inquiry that submissions have in their nature taken a long time to
prepare.
6. The Subcommittee has held two public hearings in Canberra and one in Melbourne.
Over 500 pages of evidence have been taken from seven witnesses. A great deal more
evidence will need to be taken and inspections made to complete the inquiry.
7. The Committee has considered the role of the National Advisory Committee on
Chemicals (NACC) which has been established to (a) assess the environmental effects
of potentially hazardous chemicals; and (b) recommend appropriate controls to
Federal and State authorities. The NACC is about to commence its assessment
function but appears to have inadequate staff resources to undertake the task.

8. The Committee's final report on its inquiry into Environmental Protection would
have completed its review of Commonwealth legislation relating to conservation and
the environment,
9. Although the Committee's inquiry into Hazardous Chemicals is at an early stage,
the evidence taken to date and the submissions received justify a continuation of the
inquiry.
10. Accordingly, the Committee recommends that:
(a) the Committee be re-established hi the new Parliament with Terms of Reference similar
to those of the Committee appointed during the Thirty-first Parliament;
(b) the Committee established in the new Parliament resume the Inquiries into Environmental
Protection and Hazardous Chemicals; and

(c) the Committee established in the new Parliament have iheiponer to consider and make
use of the evidence and records of the Standing Committee on Environment and Conservation appointed during the Thirty-first Parliament.

J. C. HODGES

Chairman
September 1980

