’ 1028, ’
"THE PARLIAMENT OF THE GOMMONWEALTH OF AUS’IRAL 9]

Layn the Tabl/]x é

Pursuant to Statete

-By—Conrarnd—

SR 0 e L P e I e e mi;zsf';he ?5?8‘0
PARLIAMENTARY S'lANDIN(Jr COMMI'l"le
ON PUBLIC “WORKS:-

" THIRTEENTH GENERAL REPORT.

AR R

o . B ST U e H
Presented pursiant to Statule; ordered lo. be printed, .
pe= e ————
(Cont-f Papoei—Trsparation, not given;  copiess, spixoiimate ooet of, pristlng asd pabLMIag, & 1
Printed and. Published for: the f the. of by H.J Gzrux, Governmant.

. " Printer, Cenbetra,
No, ~F.74—Pniok



MEMBERS OF THE PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC. WORKS..

MRS TR , ‘J‘:‘[x‘hzc’wnn‘ﬁ(lee: S I e
’ Gronor Huan. MAckay,, Esy, ,Ml.AP.,, Chairman.
Senate,. | ! I i .} Hoylerof Representatives.
Senator John Barnes ‘Malcotm Duncan Cameron, Esq., M.B.§

Senator Patrick Joseph Lyncht -
Senator Herbert James Mockford Payne*
Senator Matthew Reid

Robert Cook, Bsq., M.P.

The Hon. Henry Gregory, M.P.%
Andrew- William Lacey,-Esq., M.P.
David Charles McGrath, Esq., M.P.
Alfred Charles Seabrook, Esq., M.P.

* Appointed 1at July, 1028,
1 Reigned 30th June, 1926,

4 Reslgned:znd March, 1927,
§ Appolntod 2eth Mareti, 1987,

CONTENTS.
PAGE
Members of the Committee - “ue . .. e - .- .2
Report' . . . . . e . . - &
Record of Tnquiries o . - . . . e . o 18

THE PARLTAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS,

~~ THIRTEENTH GENERAL REPORT.

To His Brodl y the Right Honorable JouN LAWRENCE, BARON STONEHAVEN,.
Member of His Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross,
of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, Companion
of the Distingwished Service Order, Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief of

the C’ommonwea{th of Ausiralia.

May 1t Preass Your BXCERLENGY ;

" In actordance ‘Wwith the tequirernénts of Section 11 of the Commonwealth Public Works
Conisinittee Act 1913-1921, the Parlismentary Standing Committee on Public Works has the

honour to submit the following report of ity proceedings for the year ended 8lst December,
1927 +— . . .

. CHANGE IN THE COMMITTEE.
oy, L On the 2nd March, 1027, the Honorable Henry Gregory, M.P., resigned his position
on'the Committee. :
" On 24th Maxch, 1927, Malcolm Duncan Cameron, Bsq., M.P., was selected as a member
of the Committee.

Prior to entering upon his duties Mr, Cameron made and subscribed the declaration
required by the Commonwealth- Public Works Committee Aet 1913-1921.

NUMBER OF MEETINGS.

2. During the yéar the. Committee held. 105 tings and ined 66 wit in
connexion with the progosed works submitted, In making its inguiries the Committee travelled
12,694 miles by rail and 180 miles by road, a totel distance. of 12,874 miles.

QUESTIONS BEFORE THE COMMITTEE.

3. When the Committee presented its last General Report the following questions were
under consideration, namely-: —

(@) Triiprovement of Wharfage Facilities at Darwin.

" (b) Installation of Mail-handling Appliances, General Post Office, Sydney.
(c) Selection of Site and Construction of Wharf at Rabaul, New Guinea.
(@) Erection of Postal Workshops, South Melbourne,

(¢)- Erection of Commonwealth Offices, Sydney.

4. 8ince then the following matters have been submitted to the Committee for inquiry
and-xeport, viz +— ‘ )
(f) Construction of Buildings and Formation of Reserves at Cauberra for the National
Tuseum of Austrelian Zoology.
(9) Etection of Commonwealth Offices, Brisbane.
(%) Bstablishment of Automatic Telephone Exchange at Oakleigh, Victoria.
(?). Establishment of Automatic Telephone Exchange at Box Hill, Victoria.
(7). Establishment of Automatic Telephone Exchange at Cottesloe, Western Australia.
(k) Erection of Postal Workshops at S8ydenham, New South Walss.
() Extension of Installation-of Mail-handling Appliances, General Pést Office, Sydney,
(m) E;%grbllii;hiﬁenb of Automatic Telephone Exchange, at Maroubra, New South
c ales.

(n) Construction of North-western Intercepting Sewer, Canberra.
P42 .
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COMPLETEi) INQUIRIES.

5. The Committee has dealt with several of these tions and has pr d reports.

2

in connexion therewith, viz. :—
g s ' Cy ‘vi ‘-‘;~'|\H

Eettmated, Cout.
£

v (i) Tnstallation of 'Mail-han&iixfg'Ainpliuh‘cés, Genoral Post Office, Sydney 41,400
v (ii) Selection of Site and Construction of Wharf at Rabaul, New Guinea .. 40,000

~ (iii) Erection of Commonwealth Offices, Sydney . - . 108,817
+(iv). Construction of Buildings. and Formation .of Reserves at: Canberra for
the National Museum of Australian Zoology .. w0 . 87,080
(v) Improvement of Wharfage Facilities, Darwin .. aw e 223,934
(\ﬁ) Erection of Commonwealth Offices, Brisbane . ¢, .. 170464
(vii) Establishment' of Automatic Telephone Bxchange at Oakleigh,
. Victoria .. e . .. .. . . 40,180
(viii) Establishment of Automatic Telephone Exchange at Box Hill, Victoria. 46,985
(ix) Establishment of Automatic Telephone Exchange at Cottesios, Western = ' Y
Australia .. .. . .. .. . . 49,191
/s (‘:f) Erecti‘o.nﬁf Postal Workshops, Sydenham, New South. Wales 43,000
(xi) Extension of Installetion of Mail-handling Appliances, General Post
Office, Sydney o .. .. .. - 71,000
(xii) Establishment of Automatic Telephone Excliange at Maroubra, New
South Wales N O e . .- 52,249
Total .. . .. . . 914300

SUMMARY OF COMPLETED INQUIRIES.
(i) Installation: of Mail-handling Appli , General Post Oﬁcé, ngdney.
6. While the General Post Office, Sydney, was. being extended and remodelled, the

Postmaster-General's Department sought authority for the installation in the remodelled buildi
: . uilding,
at an estimated cost of £41,400, of mechanical aids to expedite the transaction :of business:nt%;

ensure a more economical handling of mail matter, and to eliminate as far-as Practicable what

was described as & serious. waste. of human-enexgy.

Tt was stated: that mail-handling. would. be earried out on three floors, to and § i
it would be necessary to transpors the various classes of mail matter, The. gquipmenzogrlowoh;gg
was to consist of lifts ond bucket elovators, belt conveyors, and letter and packet sorting machines,
and it was claimed that the proposal would offer the following advantages :— :

(a) Eliminate irksomt.a, monotondus, and uninteresting repetition work.
(8) Enable the large. influx of mail matter at peak periods to. he more smoothly and

expeditiously dealt with.

(¢} Preclude any necessity for the interruption of sorters in their work;

(d) Avoid waste of time of sorters who had to remain idle whils sortihg receptacles
were being cleared ; and of men tuking away mail matter who, after depositin,
it at its destination, returned empty handed for another supply. &

(e) Allow of considerably increased business per square oot of the building, en;s,b]in d
expensive accommodation to be more effectively utilized. = 8

As it was.shown in evidence that the p-oposal would result in a substantial saving to the
g

Commonwealth, the Committee recommended that the installation be proceeded with,
(ii) Selection of Site and’ Construction of Wharf at. Rabaul, New Guinea.,

When, the Comuionwealth received: from the League of Nations & marda
the. Mandated Territory of New Guinea, formerly known as German New Gﬂis:ﬁ t{?heg Ox‘ﬁfiﬁ
wharfage accommodation at Rabaul, the eapital, consisted of a timber jetty 877 feet léng erected
in 1905, 1In 1923 a fire occurred which destroyed the cargg sheds.on the jetty and a considerable
.pgrat:)%n t(;f theksea\var%' eng gfothe structfure,‘ and allowed: the contents of the sheds estimated
al ’ tons: of cément and 2,000 tons of general cargo, including machi op.
the jetty into the water. # i g machinery, to drop Shrough

5
o Jt‘i{; was-then decided to proceed with the ercction of a.new wharf on a new site, and a loan
of £36;000. was made available by the Commonweslth Government to the “Territory.
dministration to meet the cost of the work, Towards the-end of 1924 tenders for the. work
were invited, but, as the lowest tender received was in excess of the money available, no tender
was-accepted. The plans and specifications were then amended and modified and fresh tenders
invited. ' Thie Jowest of these tenders was also in excess of the money voted for the work.

" In tlie meantime there had arisen a difference of opinion.as to the suitability of the new
site selécted, and the question was raised as to whether it would not be more economical an
o ‘bétter ‘business proposition to repair the old wharf ; and Cabinet, in 1926, decided to invite
tg"é Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works to investigate and report in regard to
the matter. . .

ot

The Committee after visiting Rabaul and lt'aking evidence in regard to the matter,

recommended::—= '

{a) that urgent necessiby existed for the provision of improved wharfage accommo-
. dation at Rabaul; _ . . !

B0 (b) that the stbe ot Malaguna, ob suggested by the Administration, be.adopted ;
(c) that a ct()intinuous wharf 600 ft. long, as suggested by the Administration, be

erected ;
*(dy that alternative:tendérs be-called for—
() the construction of a timber whorf with timber piles sheathed with
P xeinforced concrete;
(b) the erection of a wholly reinforced concrete structure;
(¢) the construction of a timber wharf with reinforced conérete piles ;

"1(¢) that in the event of tenders reccived beirig considered excessive the work be
carried out departmentally by the Administration ;
(f) that the sheds to be erected. be constructed of steel frames, 24-gauge galvanized
ifon roofs and walls, and concrete floors, the walls to be 18 feet high ;
(g) that a water supply to serve the proposed wharf be installed on a gravitation
1o~ T gystein if podsible. - )
(i) Erection, of Commonwealik Offices, Sydney.
This proposal submitted for investigation by the Committee -aimed at the erection on
portion of certain land in Phillip-street, Sydney, acquired by the Commonwealth for the purpose,
of a modern fire-resisting building, having a b t, & ground floor, and ten other floors. It
was proposed that the structure should have reinforced -concrete piers and beams, brick walls
and’ concrete floors covered with wood blocks laid in bitumen.; the front of the building to be
faced-with-axed trachyte-from ground,level to 4 height of about 5 feet and. from that point to the
top facedwith Hawkeshuity saridsbone. : .

¢

_ The estimated cost of thie proposal as submitted to the. Committee was £108,817, and ‘the
time: fixed for coniplétion two years from date of commencement.

After carefully considering all the evidence received, the Committee found that necessity
existed for ‘the provision :of ‘office’ acedmmodation for Commonwealth purposes, in Sydney; and.
recommended ‘that the 'building as propoesed 'be procéeded-with. Tt further recothmended that.
spagce b‘e;sebvapart.in'«theibuilding~f'or the provision of 4 luncheon toom for'the use of the occupants
of the building; and that an additional staircase to afford a ineans of escape in case of need be
provided at the rear of the building.

(iv) Construction of Busldings and Foymation of Reserves af, Canberva for the National Museum
L b “of Australian Zoology.

Medical: seientists claim that a trie kdowledge of ‘the complexities of the human body
can be obtained ‘only by the.study of those types of -aniinal§ in ivhich the various parts can be
demonstrated.in simpler forms ; and that in Australia alone, of #ll the world,.exist these simpler
types.of mammals, the study of which. is absolutely ‘essential for a corréct understanding of the
luman hody, not only in health, but also in disease.
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For aver sixteen years Dr. William Colin Mackenzie collected i

of Australian fauna

and: made them the: subject of scientific research, The live animals werb ‘accommodated in.

an 80-acre enclosure at Healesville, Victoria, while of -organs, museles Keletor
were kept at the Doctor’s:own msidencemt St. 'Kilda.-?oad; Melbourng’.’ ” ;o d“ IRt

In 1923 Dr. Mackenzie offered as a. gift to the ‘Commomvenlth tﬁe live animal he

; : X a3 8. Commonywes il animali.ion.
ro;;ervahon at Ifeelesvxlle, together with his collection of specimens ot St i{i‘igu-:loﬁ? 21:&1 e{];ﬁ:
offer was the Co Ith agreeing to reserve in the Federal. Capital Territory a

site or sites suitable for a National Museum of Avistralian Zoology, and after the transfer of ‘the-

enclosures asin ?ts opinion might be necessary or fiesi{able for the dation of tlie mi

Seat of Government to Canberrs. to construct ot its own expénse suoh buildings angdother

The proposal submitted for the eonsideration of the Commd tructio
he. ] mmittes was. the const;
qf a bul]_d;pg‘ to.provide for a museurn  chamber, lecture. hall, storage baserent angugzﬁ::z“
secommodation, and the preparation of the reservation, including provision of. aninial .enclosures
reptile house, pond enclosure, water supply, sewerage, residences, &c.

The total cost of the proposal was given as £8 i ) i
the work about two years frurr)n (I!)ate ofcon{;'mgncemcnz’OSO" and the. tm‘xe fixed for sompltion of

rocom éﬁtg‘; dc‘:‘ff“")’ reviewing all the evidence taken. in regard t6 the motter the Committee

(a) ('halt’ ::katreu of 80 acres south of the Mblotnglo River be set apart for the Zoological.
8 :::;: zh;,s;:f;;)i Elfzflted‘with Aecessary trees-and shrubs.as early as possible ;
b e I;lé;h:é :I;ld residence be erccted on an area of 5.acres.in Pproximity
() that the two wings of the ilding i i
s e iﬁﬁ;‘%‘i gxé’g“nﬁi'cég{{;ﬁlféé‘ﬁés“iﬁeg“ftifg":{?é? o s docommoiin
PR R e
3 by chitectural embellishments of

TFai . . o ! H ; o
pfg;);sg}'eqdow limestone-- thus saving approximately £6,000 on the original

(v) Improvement of Wharfage Facilities, Darwin,

In 1924 the Comumittee, after takin i i :

‘ : , afte g :xhaustive evidence on a. proposal to-
porblcrete wharf at Darwin on & design put forward by Sir William. Clarkﬂonx,) ::co:nomc:x:l;:au;ﬁaz
;ﬁ e rll(of, proceeded with, but suggested that the Government should instruct harbour engineer
0 make 2 full and detailed' examination of Darwin Harbour and submit a scheme of hailbour

improvements or utilization of the existing Jetty whi i1 H R
economical handling of imports and exportsl:g Jetty which would provide for _‘Phe‘,eﬂic;ent and

In October, 1924, such report was obtained from. Mr, J. F. R ] v

N s > 8L Y R\ S D both: , M. . G
M.AniSoc.C\E., Director Cpmmnn\yealth‘ Lighthouse: Service; and on. ﬁ?:h-%‘eg;numn 1'1?325‘%? s
Excellency the Governor-General in Council referred to the Committee for invi 4  aid

report the proposel for the erecti o 4 : estigation ajid
rccor‘nmcnd:{)tiolr‘))s. ection of a wharf at Darwin on the Jines of Mr. Ramsbothain’s

On 16th March, 1925, the Committee commenced its inqui i
On16t] ch, 1 ced its inquiry, but.during
foix)x;;n;;tgg:nst lﬁzﬁggatmx}s the (?ovemmexit, on. 30th Mm-ch,(l lf)éyﬁ‘, askcdrlSniiz (gofé:géﬁﬁzfngxxe
romi (4 engineer Who was visiting Australia in connexion with the : ,
advise in regard to the provision of up-to-date shipping facilities o port of Darein e
Committee dgecided‘ to.await the recei i e Buchanan's opoct: shoruiol porvin. The
1 e to.pwal pt of Sir George Buchanan’s. re ort, and:the then:Chai
of the Committee (The Hoy. H. Gregory,. M.P;)‘:subinformed' the Holilsé ina sta:emzxnlt?rlil):ldr;nz;

7
23M§epﬁambeg, prior to the adjournment of Parliament on 25th September, 1025, The House
of Representatives: was dissolved on 3rd October, 1025, 2 new Committee was appointed’ on
22nd anilary, 1926, and the matter was:referred to that Committee on 11th February, 1926.

In July, 1828, Sir George Buchanan’s réport was made available.to the Committee, and the
reférence was further considered, the evidence taken by the former Committee being availed
of by the presint. Committee.

) After weighing all the evidence received the Committee found itself faced with the problem
that while Darwin is'provided with & magnificent water way—discounted by the fact that it has
a rise and fall of tide of 26 feet— it had a population in the township of only about 1,250 whites,
and in the whole of the Northern Territory of about 4,000,

L The suggested improvement schemes for the first section only, were estimated, in one case

x_i‘t£223,934,,qnd in the other at £587,657, while the goods handled over the wharf approximated

on.an.average: 6,000 tons,per annum,

o, Lbwas pointed out that the Darwin Meat Works.were closed, and that the prineipal export
of the Territory was live cattle which could be adequately dealt with under conditions obtaining;
furthermore, the Commissioner, Commonwealth Railways, who controlled the wharf, wasinsistent
thiat the existing jetty could handle.all the trade of the port, and stated that he was unable to
recommend any expenditure other than for maintenance,

" The Committee reported that, although the wharfage accommodation existing was not
modern, it met all requirements, and that there was nothing to show that a better wharf would
encourage development, and that the spending; of money to provide greater facilities was not

* warranted until' increased trade called for it. It was added that when developments reached

such.g stage as to warrant any considerable expenditure on wharfage improvements a definite
scheme should be adopted and proceeded with in ive stages as required.

- The Committee carcfully considered the proposal outlined by Sir George Buchanen in his
report of 30th April, 1926, but ‘was handicapped by the fact that many details were not available,
and there was no opportunity of obtaining evidence froni Sir George Buchanan, as, while he was in
Australia, he had intimated that he bad not given sufficient thought to the matter at that stage
to enable him to formulate any scheme or supply any definite information.

From the information available, however, the Committee reported that while the accom-
modation suggested: by him would be-more than sufficient to handle any trade-likely to pass
through_ the port of Darwin for many years, the cost at which it was proposed to provide the
facilities was much higher that the Comumittee considered warranted.

The Committee, after giving the. matter most careful consideration, reported f.;ha.t, while
in its opinion the first stage of the scheme submitted by Mr. Ramsbotham would el te all
the. disabilities. complained of in respect of Darwin jetty, and could be progressively extended
asithe business of the port expanded, there was niot sufficient existing or immediately prospective
trade. at the port to warrant any additional wharfage construction at the present time.

(vi) Brection of Commonwealth Offices, Brisbane.

Facing the Central Railway Station, Brisbane, is an area of land bounded by Amn, Ldward,
Adelaide and Creek streets. Of thisarea a block having frontage of 132 feet to Ann.and Adelaide
streets by about 295 feet along Creek-street is privately owned ; the adjoining block 132 feet to
Ann and. Adelaide streets by a depth of 295 feet was the property.of the Commonwealth, and the
remainder-was State property,

After-extended negotiations the Commonsvealth and State Governments agreed to donate
strips of their land towards a civie improvement scheme consisting of a_public square 225 feet
wide by the full depth of the block, incorporating with it a.site for 2 Soldiers’ Memorial intended
to be. erected by public-subscription. '

. A proposal was then.submitted to the Committee that on.the-remaining area of Common-
wealth property having; frontages of approximately 6: ft. 7} in. to Ann.and Adelaide streets.
by a depth of 269 ft. 4 in., theze be erected a building for the ipurpose of housing those Common-
wealth activities occupying rented’ premises-in Brishane,
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The building suggested was to be of seve: stori i i
. g sug ¢ Ties, constructed with granite base and
f&}ﬁmg fqr itwo stories. high; and abave that brick or cor{cmte Plastered to ﬂm«&ﬁ?%ﬁﬁg
planned to provide 96,730 square.feet. of effective offico spice.. o o

"The estimated cost of the proposs i h ittee was se {170,404
! > proposal s submitted to the Committes was seb down at £170,464
and the time. fixed for completion two and s half to three years:from date of c;:)‘_)nxmqpce_l_r'fexllt. ’

After carefully reviewing the whole matter-the Commitiée unanimously- hat h
X inlly agreed that £h
erection of the building as suggested be proceeded with, and recommended thg; ‘tﬁ?gmxﬁ& iinig

f;l:i(:xs'l?:sl.m Pproposed to be used in facing the building should' be obt{nine(\{f‘rpxy ngensland

v ,

(vil) Bstablisment of Aulgnatic Telephone echange av Ocideigh, Visoia, . : - "

The proposal submitted to the Committee was for the erection, on & site acquire

. Y 3 0 " 2 N l'ed
gl)mrpon?enlth in. Neen.m-roaﬂ,-Oakléxg].l, of a télephone exchange building, and tlga‘ ins?:éll)lztii;g:
gqu of an automatic telephone switching: system having' an initial equipment- for-1;300
subscribers lines, and an ultimate. capacity of approximately 4,300 subsoribers* lines.’ Tt was'
proposed that the mitial equipment should be capable of extension to the ultimate. capacity:
I(J)ameq, thereby affording sufficient: accommodation for' thie anticipatedl’ dovelopment in the.
akleigh area Tor-a period of twenty years after the proposed date of opening, ' !

The: estimated cost of the work was set down at £40,180.

After due consideration of the evidence pl i ‘ itee. cxpressed iteclt
. due, 1 1 placed before it the Committee. y
in.favour of the-installation of an automatic telephone service for:the Oakleigh:;r?;p:: S;:gpﬁ;eg

(viii) Establishment of Automatic T lephoné Exchange at Box Hill, Victorid,

This proposal. aimed af the erection of a building at the rear of th s :
:i':chn.nge site at the corner of Whitehorse-road and. Stntiong-streeb, Box :Hill],.‘;r?s‘l:g: %ﬁ:et}),e}{g:;‘i):;
therein as from 3Ist December, 1928, of an automatic telephone switching system having an
uulfml equipment, for 1700 subscribers’ lines and an ultimate capacity of approximately g 200
subscribers' lines. It was proposed, thiat the, initial equipment sEuuld be::capable -of extensi
to the ultimate capacity named, and: thus enable requi tsin the: 1 aittomatio exchariee:
area to be niet for twenty years after the suggested date of opening, o

'

The estimated cost of the work was set down ab £46,985,

Afte i i i i
e provens :dh‘t?;:ll:g the evidence adduced tho CommltWe agreed to.recommend that the pr'oposra_l«

(ix) Establistment of Automatic Telephone Exchange at Cottesioe, Western Australig,
0 tiad,

This was a proposal to erect o building-on  site already acquired: g ive.’
road, Congdo_xx-st‘geet;, and Cl‘aremorit-avenug Cottesloe, andyto ?nstn]l ‘gljl::le?rf o;xg;g&gl;\;?;
telophone switching system. baving an initial equipment for 1,700 subseribors’ lines, and- a::
ultiniate capacity of approxiimately 4,400 subscr‘ilbers' lines. It was proposed that the' initial
equipment should' be capable of extension to the ultimate capacity named, and' thus énuble

Tequirements in the propgsed antomatic exchans
B openEl‘ngI.’ ic ¢xchange ares to be met for twenty years after the

The estimated cost of the work was set down: ab £49,191,

The Committee, after carefully considering the evidence, recommended i i
s v s that
. gle%};sgreniz exghiange be estabhs(liled a;‘ plrlopos;eld, but that the. building be roofed &tﬁh:iﬁ?gégz
anized iron as proposed, and that the installati faé - i itioni
bo %eft in abeyance pe xﬁi inpg furthor investign &o:]; ation of a complete air conditioning plant.

(x). Erection of Postal Worlkishops at Sydenkam, New. South. Wales,
This was a proposal to erect on an area of land at Sydenham, the Droperty of the Common-

xtl!:étrll:,p g l::(idl{ﬁ sufficiently large to accommiodate for some Years the vatious sectibns of the.

]

The estimated cost of the proposal as subnitted to the Committee was set down at £43,000,
and the time fixed for completion approximately twelve months from daté of commencement,

From the investigations made the: Committee was satisfied that urgent necessity existed
for. the provision of more ample and improved accommodation for workshops, and, as the evidence
showed that under the new conditions there would be a saving in annuel charges for the first
five yeors after establishment of £1,492, and after the first five years when the cost of removal
wab: wiped out, there would be a saving of £1,924 per annum, the Committee unanimously
recommiended that the proposed building:at Sydenham be put in hand without delay: ’

() Fat s v of Installation of Mail-handling. Appli [2] 1 Post. Qffice, Sydney.

The. Committee’s report on the Fnstallation of Mail-handling Appliances in the General
Rost Office, Sydney, at an estimated cost of £41,400, ‘was presented to Parliament on 2nd March,
1927. Subsequently the Minister authorized an expenditure of £40,000, but, as the work progressed,
it was found that the cost would greatly etceed the original estimate.

Oﬂ 12th October, 1927, therefore, on the motion of the Minister for Works and Railways,
the House of Representatives referred to the Committee for investigation the question of the
“ Bxtension’of the Meil-handling Applionces, Sydney General Post Office ™.

The estimated cost of tlie work was given as £71,000. In the course of the Committee’s
inquiries, it waslearned that the estimate of £71,000 was. not additional to, but inclusive of the
amount of £41,400 originally recommended,

‘When complete detail drawings were prepared, it was found that certain items had been
under-estimated, in addition to which menufacturing costs had increased during the twelve
months which -elapsed from. the time the first estimates were: })repnred. Furthermore, later
statistics had indicated that provision would have to be made for dealing with an increased
volurie of mail matter, and it was deemed wise to include certain additional facilities not included
ini the original proposal.

The Committee took a grave view of the fact that the estimate of £41,400 given in the

' first itistance as a close approximation of the cost (made after the construction of working models)

should have varied to the extent of over 70 per cent., and reported that it should have been
emphasized to the Committee that, owing to the original nature of the apparatus involved, a
\\;itﬁe variation might have been expected so that if necessary the provision of working drawings
might have been authorized to more: correctly ascertain the cost before tlie project was agreed
‘to, However, as further evidence taken indicated that the system to be installed, even at the
added cost, would show a. saving of £2,244 per annum on the present methods, the Committee
recommended that the work be put in hand as early as possible.

The Committee expressed concern at the wide difference in prices of tenders received for
portion of the machinery for the work, and recommended that every effort be made to-safeguard
Commonwealth interests. -

When possible” it was thought that Commonwealth or State enterprises, capable of
satisfying ‘the demands, should be specially invited to submit an offer to fulfil requirements,
thus providing a check against tenders received from private firms.

{xii.) Bstablishment of Aulomatic Telephone Exchange ab Maroubra, N.S.W.
This was a.proposal to exect on certain Commonwealth property in'Storey-street, Maroubra,
& 'bitilding in which would be installed an antomatic telephone switching system baving an
initial equiphient for 1,400 subscribers’ lines, and ah ultimate capacity of approximately 7,000
subscriberd’ liies, * Tt ‘was. proposed that the initial eéquipment should be capable of extension.
to the ultimate capacity named and thus enable requxremqnts in the proposed automatic
exchange arca to be met for twenty years after the date of opening.

. The:estimated. cost was.seb down &b £52,249,
ittee- agreed to recommend that the work be: proceeded

‘After due consideration the Ce
with as proposed.. .
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INQUIRIES. INCOMPLETE. C
7.. Inquiries in respect of the under-mentioned. publie works are incompleta +—= ©
(@) Erection of Postal Workshops, South Melbourne ;
(b) Construction of North-western Intercepting Sewer, Canberra. i e
ESTIMATES. o

ttention of the Cx ittee has -been (ime_l to vinﬁtu:nces hete the 3comple‘éed'

" 8. The t \
cost of works reported upon by the Committee. have greatly .exceedad the -estimates submitted.

to the Committee during the course of its investigations and conveyed by it to Parliament.

9. For instance, in & report dated 9th May, 1921, the Committes informeéd Parliament
that the proposed. installation of automatic telephone exchanges at Albion :and Newmarket,.
Queanslan%; would cost £89,779, and on that information Parlioment-approved of the work béing
proceeded with, . . [ N

Tenders for this work were not ‘caile(i uhtil 1924, and the inatallétion‘ was oibmpleée& in
1927 : ' . TR 1

On 2nd November, 1027, the Chairman. of'thé‘ Committeé,; by Questior{-jn: tile House of
Representatives, elicited from the Minister for Works and Reilways the information that the
completed cost of the installation-was £136,375. . o

Tn explanation of the. greatly inerensed cost of the work the Minister:stated: :—

“1. The proposal was considered by the Committee early in 1921, but tenders'for, buildings. and. equipment
were'nob invited until 1924, *

2. Dovelopment during this peried made.it necessary to provide subseribers” lines, additional to.the number
originally proposed, The policy adopted by the Postal Department in 1923, of accopting, the ife of sutomatic
equipment as pwenty years instead of fifteen years as previonsly, made it necessary to provide for an vltimate capgqi;‘,y,
of 9,600 subscribers’ lines as against the estimate of:6,500 lines. presented; to the Comuitittee. This involved building.
sccommodation spproximately 80 per cent. in excess of that originally proposed. - R

3. Structural improvements, apart from increased accommodation, were effected to the building as originally
designed to conform with Wnore recent ideas submitted to.

to improve the buildings from.ai di and fi isting

and to facilitato future vortical additions.

4, Tncreased labour costsduo to Arhitration Court Awards-to the extent of 40 por cont. were expetiontbd
in don with the Ilstion of. the.cqui » ;

10:. Again, in September, 1926, the C after taking evidence in regard to the
proposal to install mechanical mail-handling appliances in the General Post Oﬁice,‘gydney, was:
informed that the estimated cost .of the project would: be £41,400, but twelve. months*later,
gitet the work had been started it was ascertained -that the installation would: probably-cost

71,000..

In this case, however, at the instance of the Comn _the. matter was in due course
made the subject of a fresh reference, and thé Committee submitted o, second veport, on 14th
December, 1927, -

. . ! L
N 11, The Commonwedlth Public Works: Commillee Act 1913-1921 makes it mandatory.
that :— S : .

“No public work of any kind whatsoever . . . the estimated cost of completing which exceeds £25,070,.
and whether such work is a continuation, completion, repai, rcconstrnetion, ettonsion, or 4. hew work. shall be
commenced unless sanctioned as in this section. provided,”

and the Commiittee is strongly of opinion that where, after a project. has been reported upon,.
it is found that circumstances have arisen which will make the ‘completed cost substantilly,
higher than the sum at which Parlisient hos be.n informed: the work could be carried out, the.
matter should be submitted for further review by the Committee:, , ,
NON-COMPLIANGE WITH THE ACT. h
12, Instances may occur where approval has been givén to proceed with worksat an
estimated cost of slightly under £25,000 and thus not within the scope of the Public Works
Conmittee Act, but-where the completed: cost exceeds £25;000.. - . .

the-Committes and agreed itpon in.vthor similar-exchanges. «
2 LammIg

€ nES

1

-, +In theso cases the Committ iders that. comy with. the Act demands that the
project should: be submitted for investigation by the Committee immediately it is discovered
i;hp*.;t the total completed cost will exceed the statutory amount of £25,000 mentioned in the

Cche it f

I .. CANBERRA WORKS.
’ Hotris.

13.. Certain works: carried out at Canberia have been estimated at' so small an amount
under the-statutory £25,000 as to worrant. the impression that the Federal Capital Commission
is-purposely-endeavouring to avoid.investigation of its:projects: by the Committee, and in answer
to aquestion asked by the Chsirman: of ‘the Committee in the House of Representatives, the
Mipister fur Home gnd Territories on 2nd December, 1927, stated ‘that the completed cost of

the:following buildings.were as under :—

Hotel Ainslic .. .. .. . . .o £24.847
Hotel Wellington. .. [N . .. 23,148,

. .. ,Beauchamp House - .. . . 24,000 .
Agsembly Hall .. .. [N e 24,106

/- Thesé figures were admitted to be exclusive of over-head charges and interest on
capital during the course of construction, by the addition of which- the amounts would probably be
brotight over the statutory sum.of £25,000, and, as s matter,of fact, on page 40 of the Third Annual
Report of the Federal Capital -Commission tabled: in Parlinment on 13th December, 1927, the
recorded cost of—: S

Hotel Ainslie is given as . ee .. 227,996
and of Hotel Wellington at .. . . .. £25,849

The Chief Commissioner, giving evidence before the Committee on. the cost of Canberra
cottages, stated :—
. “Tt you set out to build you have to pay your conteactor month by month and inour an interest charge whether
you notico it or not.

“We notico it very definitely because the Treasury charges us interest on tho eapital. 'We have to include
that-as portion of the coss of constructing a house.”

“This being so, the Committec is unanimously of opinion that the total cosb ab which the
project stands as & debit in the books of the Commission when. absolutely finalized is the
completed cost within the meaning of Section 16 (1) of the Commonwealth Public Works
Committee Act, and where that amount exceeds £25,000 the work should be referred for
investigation by the Committee

GovernNMENT HousE.

14. Attention is also drawn to. the fact. that the remodelling of the old Yarralumla
Homestead to serve as a temporary residence for the Governor-General which cost £53,825 7s. 11d.
plus, an additional amount. of £15,424 19s. 11d. for furnishing, was carried out in contravention
of the Commonwealth Public Works Committee Act, without ref to the Cc tt

Privy MiNISTER'S RESIDENCE.

15. The fact that the. building erected as an official residence for this and succepding
Prime Ministers cost £28,070 6s., including furnishing, and has.since been stated to be unsuitable
for-its purpose, rather indicates that this work should have. been investigated by the C
before the project was entered upon.

ADOPTION OF REPORTS.
16. Section 15 (6) of the Commonwealth Public Works Comumiltee Act 1913-1921 prescribes

that:—

“ iceipt of th rt of the C ittce the House of Rep ives shall, by lution, declare
either thﬁtﬁi‘é’i:zi;eegng go cn:r;egzt the prgposed work, or. that it is not, expedient to carry it out.”
but instances have occurred where, although the. Committee’s report has been presented to
Parliament. and ordered to be printed, no subse%uent‘motlon has been brought up to obtain the
approval of the House to proceed with the work.




m .

17.'In.thecasé of ‘the iinstallation: of mail-handling appliances-at the Geneial' Post Office,
Syduey, Miriisterial approval was:given' to prodeed withi the-original ‘pioject estiraited fo’ cost
£41,400 without obtaining Parliamentary approval; iand in the ¢ase of ‘the proposed erection
of a wharf at Rabaul the report of the Committee on this work, estimated: to cost £40,000, was
presented to Parliament on 14th March, 1927, and ordered to be printed, but no motion for its
adoption has yet been submitted ulﬂmu’gﬂ texders have been invited for the work.

Lot .
‘ . ., COMPLETION REPORTS. - .. . .. o oy .
18, In.order that the Committee may be:kept fully informedof the: projects: with: which

it deals it is considered that within -one month of the completion: of .evéry work reported: upon.

by-the Committee, the. Department concérned: should furnish 0. fhe! Conimittes fulldetails of
the total.completed cost of:such worle;.and where the estimate furnished! to-the Cominittes. duri ﬁ
its investigations has been ded, a stat t should be'apipended showing thie reasoins which
led to such increased cost.. . .

R

'RECORD OF INQUIRIES. SO
19. Appended hereto is a. return containing = record- of the inguiriés of the Committ
from the date of its appointment to 31st D 1927, e

H. MACKAY,

Offics of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Wh;_rks,
Parliament House, Canberra,
23rd February, 1928, .o "

" Chairman, .

i

. PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

RECORD OF INQUIRIES.

The. following is a list of proposed public works inquired jnto by the Committee from the date. of jts

x;p[)_qin'tme‘igt to 31st December, 1927, with the result of its inquirieaz—

o

Expenditure

Date v pos
lnn‘qull‘;'!- Proporcd Work. e
Sy R | Gavernment, |!
£
1915,
26th: Jan, to | Construction of & main 75,000
24th'Feb, | sewer for the city of
. nberza
28th Jan, to | Storago and rogulating | 100,000
25tk Fob, Toservoir, ppor
Queanboyan River
11th Mar, to | Ercction of buildings at | 111,082
4th My Flindors Naval Base
10th Mar. to.| Sowerage schemo for | 9,600
Gth May Flindors Nnval Base
Gth May to | Lithgow Small Arms Fao- A
24th June: | . tory Extension (including
' ower
Plant)
Oth: May to:| Increeso of output, Small | .
27th May | Arms Faotory, Lith-
‘gOW
Bth' May to| Increase of plant,, Small 38,727
17t June: Arms. Faotory, Lith- |
)| gow
27th. July to | Small Arms Factory— .
28 g location at Ganborra
18th Sopt. to | Automatic  Telophono | 93,008
16th Oct, Exchange, Sydney
21at'Bopt.. to'| Barracks, quarters, gun 20,000
22nd Sopt. | park, &o,for RAJA., .
Enoggera, Queensland
23rd Sopt. to | Comont Works for Com. | 100,000
24th Novi | monwealth purposes
28th Bept. to | Alterations and additions | 37,600
“Gth-Octs. to the Custome Houso;
. Sydnoy
12th :Oct, to-|: Automatio  'Tolophone 46,033
EBth Ot Exchange, Malvorn,
! ictoria
12th. Oct. ‘to'[ Automatic.  Telophono | 49,762
15th Qot. Exchange,  Colling-
waad, Vielorie
26th Ock, to | Additiona] Office accom- 36,000
“20th*Oct. modation, Victoria
7| Barracks, Melbourns
1916.
14th- Feb, to |'Sclegtion of sito  for
18t 'Mar, ateons! within  the
* | Federal Territory
24th May 't6 [ Altorationsandadditions |, 51,481
314t May ta tho Ciistoms House, |
Sydnoy (furthe re.
port)
25th  'Feb,, | Water Sopply scheme.| 61,000
W15, to| for ‘Finders Naval | and 9d. per
218t Avg., | 'Base - X
1916 N gallons
. for water |
A opn-
Lo spmed’

Expenditure
recommended by
the Commlitey,

Anount In
Exeess of

that
proposed. |

Amount in
Reductlon
of that
I2oposed,

Rewmarks,

11,002
7,500
92,100

8,727

28,225

100,000

20,500

146,933

10,752

15,000°

41,000

[ Capital cost, nil; |
is. per )

gallons  with
minimum  an-

fivat threo yents, '
£3,500 for |

sceond  thros

years,  £3,000 |

thereafter

£

26,500

10481 |

61,000°

Recommended an proposed

-Committce: decided that there

was. no fprw.-nt necessity or
urgency for this work

Recomménded an proposed

In licw of making additions to the

existing faotory at Lithgow, the
Committeo recommended  the
ercction of a factory at Cas-
berra twice, tho size of the
cxisting factory, the installa.
tion of now machinery therein,
and tho romoval thereto of the
existing' machinery st a con-
voniont date

Committeo recommended estab.

lishment of & second shift

Recommondod ax proposed

Site recommonded

Committes favorablo to proposal

aubject to provision of addi-
tional means of ingrosy and
cgreas

Recommonded  subjoct to im-

proved lighting, water, and fire
sorvi

ces
Recommended ng proposed

Recommendod, but stipulation
o

mado that occupants be
moved to temporary accommo-
dation during altorations

Recommened as proposed

Recommended as proposed

Recommended as proposed

 Confidential report insued o

Primie Minister

' The intorest an the capital cot of

01,000 as originally propased,
pluatho cos of wator canammed
84 9d. per 1,000 gatlons, moro
than  counterbalances  the
annual payment under the
schemo recommended
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o N S
Expenditar Bapniture Amnnnnn | Agunt In-| .
Date ot 9 v ‘Proposed ceas of, |, Reduetion
» Troposed Work, nied by Remarks,
ool oy, | EEER | BT |G
18, £ % £ £
10th  Nav.,, | Extensiop of Pine Creck. | 320,000 320,000 .o o Recommended as proposed
1915,  to Katherine River Rail.
30th Aug, | way to Bitter (Msta.
1018 ranka) Springs L
13th  July, [ City Railway, C:mlx-rrn 378,072 280,000 o .98,07° Tlle Comln‘twu recommended
1915, to that mqulmhentu fof somo
24th Nov. .o Feara bo miet by temporary
101 ’ surfacolines at estimated;cost
! . of abaut £37,000
lth  July, | Dams for Ornamental { 912,421 47240 " ' 440,000 | Most of {ho expendltuns recom-
1015, to Waters, Canberra mended; however, will bo dov
28th Nov,, forred for a period of yoars
1916
e i i .
16th Jan, to | Extension of Postal’ 88,832 08,632 . e . Recommended as proposed
20th Fob, Stores, Harbour-street, ‘1
Sydney ! .
3lst Jan. to.| Powor House, Flinders 15,000 0,600 . 5,500
16th Mar. aval " . . i
27th Sopt. to | Flindors Naval' Base— | 188,845 142,641 . 28,204 .
8th Mar, | Ersction of workshops,
1918 hospital,  detention
barracks, quarters for.
married officers  and
warrant officors; water, |
soworag, end stor:
watel ticulati A
“oleotric '
system ; and acccssory
. works: for that eaub-
, lishment
27th Sept, to | Henderson Naval Base— { 4,626,108 2,008,889 .- 19,2507 The. Committee recommended
Ist  May, 'wo breakwaters, ox- that work of the estimated
1918 eavations, reclamations,| cost, of £1,601,000 ho made tho
basins or quaywalls,. sitbject of further.inquiry at.a.
Hloating docks, adminis. Iater date. A saving of £19,250
trative. bulldmgs, ond was offected in connexion with
permancnt railways the transport.of material from
Wongang
1018,
18th June to | Housing of Common- | 73,762 . . . ‘The Committee recommended the
1at Aug. . wealth. workmen at. erection. of 150 houses. instead
Lithgow, New South -of 100 aa proposed, but at'a
'ales i lower, average cost.
20"{; ‘Sapt. to ' Arsenal Reilway . 62,814 62,614 . . , Recommended as proposed
20th Qct. -
23 n.l Dee., | Ordnance Store, Leich- | 08,283 " I 8,300 le Committee recommended the
o hardt, NS.W. addition of suother story to the
zﬂch June, | bulding proposed, b saved
he coat of same by concentra.”
X ! tmn of Ordnance busincss at
Leichhardt. A further uvmg
of £6,300 was effected. b
relocation of the railway udmg
1919,
19th Juno to | Commonwealth  Note | 47,800 46,800 . 1,000 | Tho- Committeo recommended a:
Tth Oct. Printing Offices .|+ variation in the floor finish pro-
posed which would result in &
saving of £1,
1920. N
4th May to [ Erection of moilization 78,672 80,472 800 [ .. Increm Mulled from the recom-
dth June and  vehicle stores, |- mendation of the Committee
Seymour, Victoria that fire aprinklers bo installed
in the Equi, xmem, Budﬂmg
11th June to Alleutmnl and Additions 76,014 6,014 . .- Recommended as proposed.
19th July o the Geneval Post |
Office, Adelnido, S.A.
13th July to | Mobilizatien and vehicle 36,570 . . . The Committee: recommended.
24th Aug, stores, Midland Junc. | acquisition of additional eeven
tion, Western  Aus. 0 acres and, cottage thereon, but
tralia estimated that would be pine.
tically balanced by elimination
of erection of caretaken’
A cottage proposed
3rd Nov., | Kidman and Mayoh's | 135,200 Nil . 135,200 | The Committee recommended:
1920, to| Wooden Ship-building that under no circumstance
Mar., Contract would the Componweallh be

justified in. taking over the
ships

15 .
Recorn or INQuIRIES—LIST oF Prorosep PusLio WORRS INQUIRED INTO—confinued.
Puta ot st o, | Cadle | pepentnus | Amouctin | woustin
0] ok, " h;
s - oo, | TG | R e
aond Deo. | Estomn by two f o000 ‘ ; £ :
n Coy xtension wo floors X 50,9 .- N
020, o] of building under cone \ o dod 18 proposed
l"‘th April, [ struction for Generaf
Post  Office, Perth,
22nd . Deg.,| Ereotlon of anadditional | 42,030 42,030 . . “Recommende
1020,  ta | tolegraph lino from g med a8 proposed
13th April, | Porth to Euch via
1821 Tmnsconhucntnl Rail g
23d o, | Erton of additional | 37,000 37,000 R
r ov., | Erection of itiona 37, 37, . v [ Recommended'as
1020; tor|' .telophono lino: botweon i Tropored
'lzgtzli April, | Sydney and Melboutno :
3rd  March, |, Ercction of Ordnanconnd | 63,040 52,131 - 910 | Tho Commitico recommended
1921, dthor Dofenco buildings . utilization of building to lhe
8th -~ May, [ st Kelvin Grove, Bris. acquired in liev of erecting
1021 bane, Queonsland luncheon-rooms
23rd  Nov.,.| Ercotion of telephone | 35,200 31,514 - . The price of copper fell after
1920, trunk lino  botween proparation of estimate
‘1’3};} May; | Brisbano and Sydney
021 i
Ist  Fob, { Establishment of auto- [ 89,770 80,710 - “ Recommended as proposed
1821, to| matio tolophono ex.
9th, May, | changes at Albion and
1921 Nowmarket, Queens- |
A
mh May,. Embhshmcne of auto- | 183,002 183,003 o . Recommended ns proposed
021,  to| matio telephono ex- |
"sm Jnno, changes at Ascot Valo
. .and North Mclbourne,
Victorj
8th  March, | Aequisition of lands for . . . .o The Committes recommended—
1921,  to| tho proposed Ansse (a) That  Commonwealth
th  Jaly, [ Memoriaf Square, Bris. Innds'bo transferred to Stato
1921 bano, Queensland in exchango for suitablo arca
for Commonwealth purposes
in an approved locality, or
' alternatively
that ~  Commonwealth
arcs bo sold to Drishane
City Conncil at valuntion,
or, fmlmg accoptance of (a) or
(b}, that tho Commonwealth
i agreo m relinquish  stri
feet wido f the State relinquish
an adjoining strip 160 feot, wide
for tho purposo of forming n
\ Memorial Square
30th  March, | Erection of offices for | 145,000 145,000 . - Recommended'as proposed:
1921,  to| Taxation and other
3rd Aug., || ‘Commonweaith — De.
1021 partnients in Sydnoy
Remodelling and addi- | 268,807 289,000 21,000 . The Committee's recommenda-
tions, General' Post- plus cost of Jand plus coat tion provided an additional
Office, Sydney . of land 24,000 feot of floor spaco to
. | A onable' the: building to be
reduced by two stories, and
] . allow some margin for ex-
pension when necessary
"SH:Jlrmlry, Extenslon of the Port ['4,109,446 1,538,600 .o [2.500840
2], oo -Augusta - Qodnadatts.
5th October,)  Railway from Oodna-
1922, datta to. Alico Springs
28th January, | Northern Territory Rail. | 1,169,208 925,380 - 283,012
1921, to| way—Extension from
Gth October,|  Mataranka to Daly
1922 Wators: .
14th (, | Sewerage, FéderalCapital | 60,000 66,000- . .- Recommented as propored
'IJO:I,A. ol .nnrumonols\elnm
th “April, | Intpreptin wer
5 o7 fm?;m‘x‘ltmzol City to
X conneet  with. Main
Uutfall. Sewer [ !
5th  Doc., | Watre Supply, Federal { 48,200 48,200 - - Recommended ax proposed
192, - Capi Distributary
10th April, | Works within the City
2 ' Area, Canberra
Commcuonol Hostelat | 98,760 62,000 . 30,760 | Committee_recommended that

" Canberra,, with- neces:
sry engineoring and

other sorvices

construction  be limited 1o
central block and half tie
number-of pavilions propored
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Rroono or Inquinizs—Lisr oF Prorosep Pusiio WORKS INQUIRED INTO—tontinued.
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Recorn or Inquirtes—List or Prorossp Puuric WoRKS INQUIRED INTO—Ccontinted.. Expond
Dateot ‘xponditure Expendfture Amount in { Amount In
) 0 T p? Proposed Work, proposed Excesaof { Reduction
& nquly, by the recommended by i Rematks,
xpenditure B “d"m Apouat fn: [ Amowst . PrcAL the Commiites, that of that,
Date of Proposed” Work T 2 s Reduction Remarks. . i o propossd, | proposed.
nqulry. topased Work, . Feommendel B | o emarks.
Govérument, | o Commitics: proposed, | proposed. .
£ £ £ £
. g S 5th Mamh to Ercctmn of Additional 5
1022, . s . £ I R . S “3oth Maich | Blosk. of Soamewn | o0 | M0 - s | Rocommonded as propased
26th Jan, to | Antomatic Telephone Ex-’| 121,086 121,086 . o Recommonded as proposed’ | i Bumckg Flinders
Blst May ehun;é nad h(]llni[p‘l;\ullt : : RN v 2th Feb, & 'C “;lvzlgcpo”‘ i
outh  Brisbave, | -, o Lo . to | Construction of Railway | 433,000 | 131,000 . *302
Queonsland i . GhMay | to connet Canberm | o100 302,000 R°fﬂ;“ﬂ‘::"§,f'ﬂ§:;lfg:g'§l‘m}?‘
'2(]"11 .Iin;x, to AnfiomntlcT:l.lgphunohxé 44,676 44,676 - « J Recommended-hs propoled: 1 Hay fo. Pwnln + elogranh 2052.milo point ot the
31t May change and Equipment to-| Provision. of Telegrapl 442,000 412, . .
ot Cottenloe, W, B . o 27th May Cablo betwoon Sydnoy ? 00 Rocommended as proposed:
24th Feb, to {: Office Accommodation for | 209,660 126,000 . ‘84,650 |, . o ' ] and. Noweastle  and
14thMarch Federal 'Taxation De- Nowcastlo and  West.
23rd ¥eb 0{”‘“[‘\"“"““ lg:lbuumo 115,000 " 1 Reso deds - . Sth Jul Entfx’i:llh ¢ of Auto .
2 Feb. itico Accommodation in 15, 5,000 . .. |"Recommended aa proposed lishment of Auto- | 168,075 168,075 . Coa Recor
b A" | Rdetuide Tor varin B proRese . 30¢hJ¥ﬂy |7 matie Telophon Ex- ’ 07 ' ecommended os proposed
Commonwenith  Do- | g ' : C'lﬂ{lgunu ternwick, g
partnionts | ' . ' Victoria i
16th  March | Automatio Telophone Ex- | 161,610 | 161,810 “ v |-Recommended.as proposed - Sth July to Establishment of Auto.{ 101,123 101,125 . Ree
o . 10th | . chunges and. Equip. ‘ B propof SthAug, | niatio Tolophone Bx.| oLl - | Recommended ns proposed
June mont  at  Brighten, ", o change at Northcote,
Glxnclg, and Prospect, v i ' 3rd July to I‘!anluhment o( Auto. 263471 | 263,471 R
| - | 203 203, [T ecora:
4th May, to | AutomatioTelophonoBx- | 404,242 419,342 w00 .. . Invmwolvnluoolaxlo,'tho(:om- 8th Aus matle Tolophone Ex. g monded &6 proposed
12th Oct. change and Equipment mitteo  recommen ohanges at nloy and
at City South, Sydney sluo;rly building in lh:u of thrr:o 15th Aug. fo | Notrw od, S, m "
i g Bl g. fo | Consl ruction of Southorn 47,000 47, . . Recor
ath oy to | sutomotioTaloptonoBr | 497,462 107452 R T Rccommnudm proposed 2lstAvg. | Intorcopting  Sower,| w0 mmended &3 proposed
th Sopt.. cl;riuge.!élmll L“"ﬂ’mﬁ'“ . 10th Juno to | F"“:-be,,.,} }
at Enat Sydney, Rand- ' ) 0 to | Brootion of a Seerotarint | 06,140 24,140 . .  Recos
. wiok, w’fwarﬁy, and . 10th Sopt. | Bullding at Canborrs, 140 mmended a3 proposed
Gordon, N.S.W. . including Post Oflico
10th Aug. to | AutomatioTelephonoEx- | 111,738 111,738 . .“ Recommendled:as proposed and Automatic Tole-
20th Aug, chansgu n;ul l,qill;pmclll i i | . 6t N c ['l.\;)uo E‘clm?gg
" at South Melbourne, X i i ov:, | Construction of Sowage 40,000 t 60, . . Recor
Victotin ‘ 1024, £0 | Troatment - Works, 0 mmended a3 proposod
10th Aug. to | Establishment of Auto. | 113,622 113,622 . . ‘Recommended as propoded 14th’ Mer,, | Fodoral Capital
20th Sopt. mntio Telophans Ex. 1925 . | X A
chunge at Canlerbury, A A . . . loth Nov., Construction of Northern 82,000 82,000 L. - Recommended as proposod
ictoria A 4o 924, Main Sower, Canberea
mh Aug. Establishmont of Auto- [ 44,841 2,720 « | 4212k Committeo recommended {liab 17"- MHor.,.
Oct. ll]mho Tolcp}mnu !: i | i A !‘:;wlt(mgmunuulc;chlngec}n;mlc: 2 d s N ‘1: _— ¢ Aut
elange ut Box Hill, ept i operation withouf I op “ Fatablishment of Auto- 57,730 57,739 . . Recommended as
ctorin ! datrivaent, bo service wntil 1020 1924, | “matie Telopliono Ex- " ' proposcd
26th Auvg. to l’rov:nmn of Adnhtmnnl 31,600 31,500 . L e ' Recommended as proposed h c‘“‘“@“ at. Toowong,
10th Qct. Quartarsat Point Caak. | : 3 . Quoonslan
Vie,, for Staff of Royal l‘mbluhmmw of Auto- | 447,670 461,670 4,000 ... | Committee recommended that afr
{ Australinn Air Force i matio Telophone Ex- g . ' treatment plant bo oxtended to
Tth, Oct. to| Ercetion of Common- | 127,000 115,000 .. 124 Commilico recommended erec- ! chango at  Brisbane, X deal with air contents of upper
28th Oct. ;;renlth Offices, Bris- tion of building in conercte 1025 (A"lm floors of the building
i bane .
2nd 006-, J:senm.shmenz of Royal | 177,400 186,650 9,250 .. Committeo recomumen i
1023, : food, [ Austrlin, Aie bo‘fm / ‘ Buildings in T of faer ¢
21st March to | Ercction of Provisional | 174,000 .- .- .- "The Committee: reconmended JO!h Mur‘,, Station. (No. 2), at
18th June Parliament:  House,, | g 1 . the-erectionvaf’ tho muclous of Ttichmond, N S.\K
Canborra i sthe permoncnt  Parliement
House, or alternatively, the
A+ erection of a.provisional build. . . o f
ing on.the site proposed below 18th Apnl to | Establishment of Auto. | 71,861 71,861 . .- Recoramended as proposed’
- Camp Hi "eth Mny matic Telephono Ex.
oth April to-| Construction  of  Pro- | 135,600 - L .. - Gommittee ecommended 1that | change ot Manly,
2] une | visional Aduwmis two-units:of twosstoried brick N . N.S.W, 2
dstrative  Offices b or concrete buildings bo ipro- 17th, April to | Establishment of Auto- | 60,415 60,011 P 404 | Committee recommended galvan-
Canberra: t vide 28th May matio Telephono Ex- . ized iron roof in licu of slates
Lith  March | Ercction of  Ofiicors’ 30,000 25,000 . . 14,000 | Committeo recommended that in . | chango at West Ade: and reinforced conerete
to  26th | Hoatel, Canberra liew of a hostel on garden . . laide, S.A. i
Juno ! 5 5 oo | pavilion lines there bo provided" 16tk April to | Establishment of Auto- 25,806 | 25,606 . 200 | Committee recommended that,
» 4|+ & compact.two-storied sfruc. 20th Moy matic Teleplione Ex- X excopt over Lhe frame room, the
«|. tureundefoneroof change at Lnkemba, A roof should be of timber and
18th July to | Ercction of Tolephone | 86,600 68,600 X + N.SW, iron with a corrugated iron ceil-
16th Aug, Workshops, Spencers o B i . ing in lieu of reinforced con-
street, Melbourne A i erete
13th  Aug., | Establishment of Ol {1 12,000 | . “ - No definito: recommendation 3 Juns to | Ercetion of Hotol (No, 4) | 55,000 55,000 .- e Recommended as proposcd’
1923, to.| Depots, Darwin' : i 8 madelbut suggested: that. pro-. 17th Aug, at Canberra -
10th May, | -posal-reccive favorablo con.
19: i sideration ofrthe Goverdment- 3rd_June ,to.| Erection of a building at 80,000 | 80,000 . . Recommended as proposed
2lstSept. | Canberra. to nccom: .
| -modsto. the National
\ Library and for other A
N ur| '3 .
l.nh Aug., Provision. of Wharfage { 120,050 Nil . 120,050 | - Proposal not recommended 2nd Sopt.“conumon of Boys' | 88,700 88,700 . . Recommended a3 propnsed
23, | Accommeodation and . o 22nd'|, Noval Training, |
l.uh May, Shipping i . Sopt. - Eatablishmont at ]
. Darwin . Geelong, Vietoria .
23tk A“g-, Emblu{hmnt of Air-| 200,830 200,836 o e vommended us proposed commendation, It adoptéd, wifl Al preclude the necessty of spending an araount of £M0.725 Uy or on belisl of the Stato of New Sauth
23, to |' ecraft Depot at Laver- 5 " - Walee xor lhy mmmmlon of ta sectk
I Moy, | ton, Vietoria .
1924
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Recorp or EvQumnes—List or' Prorosep: Pustic: WORKS' INQUIRED INTO—condinued..
Expendlturo Bxpendlture - Amount In | Amount tn |
i) Proposed Work, Popmed Tmendsdyy | Racesor | Befuction Remarke,
| overnment, | theCommittee. | yropoien, | proposed.
1025, £ £ £ £ -
20th  Aug,, | Ercction of & building in .- . . .o | Committea recommended mo
1924, o iabano for the ac | ' doparturo from ita report on
24th Sept., commodation of! ho same subject of 28th
1928 Commonwenlth  de- Qctober, 1022 .
partmenta ' . .
4th June, | Construction of Dam and 50,000 P . 50,000 | In tho.opinion of the Commitfes
1925, t020d | and improvemonts on 3 | tho contriction of tho Molong:
July, 1926 Mnlnn%lollivur,}‘cdcml * lo Dam wag not considercd
Capite immediatély nocoarary, and I
was recommendod that it bo
1026 postiponed for the presont
$26,
30th April, to.| Ercction of Automatio | 161,118 168,118 . 83,000+| Committeo recommerided that the
22nd May Telephone Exchango at dehumldi({lng lant be not in.
Hobart, Tasmanin, atalled unless future observa-
|| . tion shows it to bo neceasary
8th Fob. to | Transferof Postal Depart-] 110,342 119,342 . . Recommendod as proposed
26th Feb, mont's telegraph lines
betweon Perth and Ade-
Iaide to Transcontinen-
(sl Railway route .l
3rd Fob. to | Extonsion of Trans-Aus. | 1,219,173 ,218,173 . . . Recommended a8 proposed
4th April | tealian Railway from
Port Augusta to Red. .
Hill, South Auatralin,
and thy laying, of o
third rail to provide a-
railway of 4 ft. 8} in,
gouge on the South
Australing 5 ft, 3 in,
gaugeailway from Red.
Hillto the Central Rail.
way Station, Adelaide i
218t April to | Construction of New | 150,000 166,000 . . Approved. The Comumitteé re-
20th June | Wharf at Garden Is. commended {hat tenders by
land Naval Establish- called in allStates' for timber
ment, Now Sonth Wales required other than piles
20th  Muy, | Permanent Administra. | 842,018 700,318 n [ 52,300 | Committes recommended restric.
1925, o | tive Offices, Canborra. tion of burglar.proof doors to
18th June, essential strong.rooms ; altera-
1026 tion of fire' alarm syatem ;
] ‘olimination of quantity sur.
M voyor's fecs and: expenses, and
oconpation of building, beforo
facing completed. It also
commended that when inveati-
gations being conducted at
. Fairy Meadow are sufliciently
" advanced, the matter be again
referred to the Committee for a
decision as to the class of ex-
ternal facing o be used
12th July to | Ercetion of Cottages at | 408,600 823,000 . 84,031 |, Committeo recommended {a) Re-
11th Aug. ‘anberra 3 duction of costs to within 5 per
cent. or 7§ pér cent. of Sydney
prices; () Elimination of
charge for extras, leaving occu-
pier to provide same under
supervision ; {c) That costs of
. smaller Lcha of conere
| houses should beseduced to at
leaat 15 per cent. below cost of
similar brick houses
28th Sopt. to | Installation of Mailhand. | 41,400 41,400 . .. Recommended o proposed
25th Oct. ling Appliances, General
Post Olfice, Sydney
Seleetion of site and erce- 42,000 .. . . Recommended that alternative

FthJuly, 1926
to 10th
1927

tion of wharfat Rabaul,
New Guiinea

tenders

invited for—
(a) timber whart with piles
cased’ in  reinforded:

concrete 3
(6) & wholly reinforced con-
° structure; and
{)-timber wharf With re.
reinforced  conerote

piles
and if tenders recoived are con-
sidered excessivo the work to.
be. carried out dopartmentall
by the Administration K
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Recorp or Ixqumies—LisT oF Prorosep Punrio WORKS INQUIRED INTO--continted.

Exponditiiro AmountIn | Amount in
Datsot 1 Broposed Work: propoee ot sy | Xl | Nedustion Tewarks,
Gosemment, tho Conruittee, proposed. | proposed.
wr |
16th ¥eb, to | Evection of Common. | 108,817 108,817 . . Reeommended ns proposed
10th March, | _ wealth Offices, Sydnoy
18th Feb,, to | Construotion of buildings 817,080 81,080: . 6,000 | Committeo recommended that
17th Macch | and, formation of re. | . the front of tho Teoture Hall
sorves at Canborra for only bo faced with Fairy
tho National Musoum Meadow limestono and that the
of Australinn Zoology remainder of the building bo
i constructed of hrick with base
. mouldings and other architec-
i %\l[‘mll um:»cllinhmemu of Fairy
. eadlow Hmeatono
16th Mnrch, | Provision of wharfage, | 223,034 Nit . . 223,934 | Committeo reported that existing
to 13th May,|  facilities, Darwin or _immedintely prospective
1027 trado dicl not” warrant any
. i ttulditium}a,l wharfage construc.
. ' tion at the presont. time
lﬁ;hgnrch to Em!l{m 001 Cgmxgon- 170,484 170,484 . m Recommended ag proposed
3rd Ma wealth Offices, Brisbane |,
.'!luhAug.yto .Esta\ztllu{nm‘t‘mtolEAu:zmn. | 40,180 40,180 . Recommended as proposed
ith Oot, ' tio Telephone Exchango |- i
. __ab Onkleigh, Victoria & g
I7th1ﬁe b, to rEn!ubliAln’;clntlof Auto. 48,085 40,085 . . Recommended as. proposed
12th Qct. matie Telepheno Fx.
chango at Box, Hill,
[ Victorin  * i
Oth Sept. to | Estallishment of Auto.| 49,101 40,000 . 2,402 | Commitfco recommended pro-
13th Oct. { matic Telophono Fx. vision of tiled roof with con-
change at Cotlesloe, ereto cornices in Jien of galvan-
[ Westorn Australin ized iron roof ; also_that in-
atallation of complete air.
conditioning plant be left in
abeyanee pending further ine
. i i - vestigation
17?& l,Oc!,. to Erlecﬁnn of Postal Work. 43,000 42,000 . . Recommended a8 proposed
th Nov. hopes st Sydenham, .
Now Sonth Walea:
18th Nov, X Enulb‘l_ishl;c;w ‘n[ Al;}o. | 52,240 52,240 . .- Recommiended as proposed
matic Telephono Ex- .
cliango ab Maronbra, ‘
New South Wales !
26th Oct. ta | Bxtension of installation 71,000 71,000 i . Recommended as proposed
24th Nov. | of Mnilhandling Ap- |
plisnees, General Post | -
Offico, Sydnoy
Y
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