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DearMs Moylan

Villawood Immigration Detention Centre Redevelopment
Responseto Submissionby The Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission.

TheDepartmentofImmigrationandMulticultural Affairs (DIMA) andtheDepartment
of FinanceandAdministration(Finance)would like to taketheopportunityto replyto
thesubmissionfrom theHumanRights andEqualOpportunityCommissiondatedMarch
2006concerningtheredevelopmentofVillawood ImmigrationDetentionCentreat
Villawood, New SouthWales.

Thesubmissionfrom theHumanRightsandEqualOpportunityCommissionmakesa
numberofrecommendationsrelatingto thepotentialredevelopment,particularlythe
StatementofEvidence,thesebeing:

1. theadditionof anadditionalobjectivein paragraph2 ofthePWC Statementof
Evidence;

ii. thatparagraphs87-90oftheStatementof Evidence(ImmigrationDetention
InfrastructureStandards)includediscussionoftheGuidelines;and

iii. Thatparagraph91 shouldincludetheGuidelinesasoneof the ‘Standards’to which
thenewfacilities oughtconform.

Therecommendationsraisedby theHumanRightsandEqualOpportunityCommission
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arerespondedto below.
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1. StatementofEvidence— Paragraph 2 — Project Objectives

TheCommissionrecommendstheadditionofthefollowing objectivein paragraph2 of
thePWC StatementofEvidence:

Ensuringthatal/infrastructureis designedwith a viewto protectingthehumanright of
everydetaineeto be treatedwith humanity anddignity, usingtheHumanRightsand
EqualOpportunityCommissionImmigrationDetentionGuidelinesasapointof
reference.

Response:

FinanceandDIMA notetheaboveandwill referencetheCommission’sImmigration
DetentionGuidelinesthroughoutthe designphaseoftheprojectto ensurethat the
protectionofthehumanrightsin regardto humanityanddignity ofeverydetaineeis
takeninto consideration.

2. Statementof Evidence— Paragraphs 87-90— Immigration Detention
Infrastructure Standards

The Commissionrecommendsthatparagraphs87-90oftheStatementofEvidence
(ImmigrationDetentionInfrastructureStandards)includediscussionoftheGuidelines.

Response:

DIMA notestheCommission~s recommendationandwill ensurethatthe Commission’s
Guidelinesarereferencedin thedevelopmentoftheImmigrationDetention
InfrastructureStandards.

3. Statementof Evidence— Paragraph 91 — Codesand Standards

The Commissionrecommendsthatparagraph91 shouldincludetheGuidelinesasone of
the ‘Standards’to which thenewfacilities oughtconform.

Response:

FinanceandDIMA notetheCommission~srecommendationin regardto paragraph91 of
the StatementofEvidenceandwill incorporateareferenceto theCommission~s
Guidelines.
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Theplanspresentedin thePublicWorksCommitteeStatementofEvidenceareonly ofa
conceptualnatureatthispoint and furtherdesignevolutionis requiredto developthe
final solution. FinanceandDIMA will usetheHumanRightsandEqualOpportunity
Commission’sImmigrationDetentionGuidelinesasareferenceduring this design
developmentprocess.Furthermore,FinanceandDIMA would welcomethe
Commission’scommentson thedesignofthefacility at anappropriatepointduringthe
designphase.

Yourssincerely

GeoffAnderson
BranchManager
Major ProjectsBranch- Immigration

7 June2006


