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National Capital Authority

Ms VivienneCourto PUBLJC WORKS COMMITTEE

inquirySecretary
ParliamentaryStandingCommitteeon PublicWorks 5 AUG 2005
Par]iamentHouse
CANBERRAACT 2600
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DearMs Courto

PROPOSEDREFURBISHMENT OFTHE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN MINT, CANBERRA,ACT

I refer to your letter of 7 July 2005 regardingthe inquiry by the ParliamentaryStanding
Committeeon Public Works into theaboveproposalat Block 1 Section65 Deakin,ACT. The
National Capital Authority (NCA) is pleasedto provide a written submissionadvising the
CommitteeoftheNCA’s interestin thematter.

The submissionprovidesthe legislativebackgroundanddiscussestherelevantprovisionsofthe
NationalCapitalPlan(thePlan) asit appliesto thesubjectsiteand theproposeddevelopment.it
also setsout theNCA’s currentpositionregardingtheassessmentoftheproposal.

TheRoyalAustralianMint sitein Deakinis NationalLandlocatedoutsidetheDesignatedAreas
ofthePlan. Thesite is subjectto theSpecialRequirementsofthePlan.

The NCA wasprovidedwith sketchplansof theproposalin May 2005 by the Departmentof
FinanceandAdministration.TheNCA advisedtheDepartmenton 8 July 2005that theproposal
was supportedin principlesubjectto designresolutionof anumberof minormatters.Thesketch
planspreviouslyconsideredbytheNCA areconsistentwith thoseincludedin theDepartmentof
Financeand Administration’sStatementof Evidenceto the ParliamentaryStandingCommittee
on Public Works. Final drawingswill needto besubmittedto theNCA for endorsementrelating
to theproposal’sconsistencywith theprovisionsoftheNationalCapitalPlan.

NCA representativeswill be availableto attendthepublic hearingon 19 August2005 to advise
the Committeeif required. Should you needany further adviceon the matter,pleasedo not
hesitateto contactNatalieBroughtonon 6271 2867.

Yours sincerely

~
SHAMSUL HUDA
Kg ManagingDirector
PlanningandUrbanDesign

$ August2005
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NATIONAL CAPITAL AUTHORITY
SUBMISSION TO THE

PARLIAMENTARY STAM)ING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS

PROPOSEDREHJRIIISIIIWENT OF THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN MINT
CANBERRA, ACT

INTRODUcTION

The National CapitalAuthority (NCA) haspreparedthis submissionin responseto the
ParliamentaryStandingCommitteeon Public Works (PWC) inquiry into the proposed
refflrbisbsnentof theRoyalAustralianMint, Canbena,ACT.

This submissionprovidesthe relevantbackgroundinformation on the NCA’s role in
planning and developmentin the ACT and the NCA’s involvementin the site and its
development. It setsout theprovisionsof theNationalCapitalPlan(thePlan)applicable
to the subjectsite and outlines the NCA’s currentpositionregardingthe assessmentof
theproposal.

2. LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND

The National Capital Planning Authority was establishedin 1989 as part of the
introduction of se]f-governmentin the ACT, with a view to securing the Federal
Government’scontinuing interest in the planning and developmentof Canberraas
Australia’sNational Capital. The namewaschangedto NationalCapital Authority on
4 June 1996.

The functionsof theAuthority areset out in theAustralianCapital Territory (Planning
andLandManagement)Act 1988 (theAct). Oneof thefunctionsof theNCA underthe
Act is to preparearid administerthePlan. Section9 of theActsetsout theobjectof the
Planasfollows:

Object of the Plan

9. The object of the Plan is to ensurethat Canberra and the Territoy are

plannedanddevelopedin accordancewith their nationalsignflcanca
The Plan is required to set the general policies to be implemented throughout the
Territory, and in partienlar,the policies of land use (including the rangeand namreof
permittedlandnse)rsectioniO(2)(bfl.

In addition,the Act makesprovisionfor thePlanto identify “Desi~atedAreas”— “areas
that have the special characteristicsof the National Capital”. [Section 10(1)]. Within
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DesignatedAreastheNCA is theresponsibleplanningauthorityand all “works” require
theapprovaloftheNCA in writing [Section12(l)(b)].

The Act also enablesthePlanto set out “SpecialRequirements”for thedevelopmentof
any area(not being a DesignatedArea), being requirementsthat are desirablein the
interestsoftheNationalCapital[Section1O(2)(d)].

TheAct at sectionii (2) outlinesthe effect of thePlan on Commonwealthagenciesas

follows:

EffectofPlan

IL (2) TheCommonwealth)a Commonwealthauthority the Territory or a
Territory authority shalt not do any act that is inconsistentwith the
Plan.

ThePlanhasbeenpreparedin accordancewith the actandis beingadministeredby the
NCA. Provisionsof the plan relevant to the proposedretbrbishmentof the Royal
AustralianMint, Canberra,ACT aresetoutbelow.

3. RELEVANT NATIONAL CAPITAL PLAN PROVISIONS

Introduction

The Royal AustralianMint at Deakin, ACT is on National Land locatedoutside the
DesignatedAreasassetout in thePlan. Thesite is subjectto theSpecialRequirementsof
thePlan.

Land use

TheGeneralPolicyPlanof theNational CapitalPlanidentifies theRoyalAustralianMint
(Block 1 Section65 Deakin) aspartof theBroadacreAreaslanduse,Therangeof uses
permittedin theBroadacreAreasincludes:

TheRoyalAustralianMint on its presentsiteonly

SpecialRequirements

TheSpecialRequirementsfor BroadacreAreasincludeprovisionsfor National Land not
includedwithin aDesignatedAreaofthePlan.Section5.3.1 ofthePlannotesthat:

It is in the interestsof the National Capital that all National Land achievea
quality of developmentwhich reflects Canberra~ssigt4ficanceas the National
Capital, and thatproposalsbe assessedin relation to theprovisionsof both the
Territory Plan andtheNational Capital Plan.
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The SpecialRequirementsof the Plan requirethe following mattersto be addressedas
partofany developmentproposedon thesite:

(4) Adverseenvironmentalimpactsfrom on—site developments,on adjacentland and
development,shall beidentifiedandredressedto theextentpracticable.

(ii) Adequateprovisionshouldbemadewhereappropriatefor visitors to sites.
(iii) Functional relationships betweenuseswithin and external to the site shall be

providedfor.
(iv) Consistencyin the external design and site layout of buildings and landscaping

shallbesought
(v) Satisfactoryarrangementsshallbe rnadeforparkingaccommodationandvehicular

accessandegress. Traffic impactsofdevelopmentshallbe takeninto account.

Territory Plan

The developmentproposalfor the Royal AustralianMint hasto be consistentnot only
with theNational CapitalPlanbut also the Territory Plan that is administeredby ACT
Planning and Land Authority (ACTPLA). The refurbishnentproposalwas, therefore,
referredto ACTPLA (in May 2005) for considerationand comment.ACTPLA advised
theNCA on 1$ June2005that it hasno issuesarisingfrom theproposalassubmitted.

EnvironmentandHeritage

The Department of Finance and Administration made a referral on the proposed
refurbishmentworks to the Departmentof the Environmentand Heritage(DELI) under
the EnvironmentProtection and BiodiversityConservationAct 1999. DEli hasmadea
decisionthat theproposedactionto carryour refurbishmentoftheRoyalAustralianMint
is notacontrolledaction.

4. ASSESSMENTOF PROPOSAL

The Departmentof Financeand Administration submittedFinal SketchPlans on the
proposedrefurbishmentof the Royal AustralianMint to the NCA for considerationin
May2005.

The NCA assessedthe proposalagainsttherelevantprovisions of the National Capital
Plan and advisedthe Department(on 8 July 2005) that the proposalas submittedwas
supportedin pnnciple subjectto designresolution of a numberof minor matters.The
NCA hasrequestedthatthesemattersbe addressedanddocumentedin thefinal drawings
to be submittedto the NCA for endorsementrelatingto theproposal’sconsistencywith
theprovisionsof theNational Capital Plan. The NCA is confident that all designissues
will beresolved,
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