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Australian Government

Department ofImmigration and Multicultural and IndigenousAffairs

TheSecretary
ParliamentaryStandingCommitteeonPublicWorks
SuiteRi -119
HouseofRepresentatives
ParliamentHouse
CanberraACT 2600

Attention:VivienneCourto

DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION AND MULTICULTURAL AND INDIGENOUS
AFFAIRS (DIMIA) RESPONSETO PWC SUBMISSION FROM THE ASYLUM

SEEKER RESOURCE CENTRE

1. Thankyou for referringacopyofthe letterreceivedon 9 February2005from the
Asylum SeekerResourceCentreconcerningtheMaribyrnongImmigrationDetention
Centre(MIDC) ExpansionProject.

2. Theletterraisesanumberofissuesregarding:

(i) Immigrationdetentionpolicy,
(ii) Accommodation,
(iii) Socialandrecreationspace,
(iv) Healthandmedicalcare,
(v) Meal facilities andstandardoffood,
(vi) Publicphones,
(vii) Effectsoftransportableson amenityandprivacy,
(viii) Needsof longertermresidents,
(ix) Civil libertiesof residents,accessto outdoorareasandprayerspace,
(x) Effectsofzoningon interaction/socialisationbetweenresidents,
(xi) Standardofcarewithin thecentreandits effectson thedignity and

wellbeingofresidents,and
(xii) Consultationwith relevantstakeholders.

3. TheAsylum SeekerResourceCentreexpressedits oppositionto mandatorydetention
andencouragedDIMIA to explorealternativesto detention. Immigrationdetention
policy issuesareoutsidethescopeofthePWC hearing,thereforeDIMIA has
respondedto theseissues.

4. Theaccommodationbuildinghasbeendesignedto addressthediverserangeofneeds
within thecentre. Theexistingmaleaccommodationdormitorieswould beusedfor
theshortertermresidents,thenewerfacilities would caterfor longertermresidents
andthosespecialneedssuchasfamilieswith children.

5. Theexternalareaswill be re-balanced.Thesinglemenwill nowhavethechoiceof2
outsiderecreationareas.Onefor activeandboisterousactivities,theotherfor passive
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andquietrecreation.Accesswill beenhancedto thesoutherngrassedarea.The
southerngrassedareawill bereducedin areaslightly. Someofthenewconstruction
will bebuilt on thesouthwestcorner.Thefencelineswill bemodified to increase
usableareaon thesoutheastcorner.Thedesignofthe landscapeplanprovidesa
greaterrangeof socialareasforuse. Thelandscapeplanalsoprovidesfor asports
area.Thepassiverecreationcourtyardadjoinsaroomthat canbeusedforprayerand
spiritual contemplation.

6. Theproposedplansdoublethemedicalfacilities andintroducealargersplit dining
arrangement.Thisprovidesoptionsfor separationormixed socialgathering
dependingon thecircumstances.Accessto Public telephoneswill be increasedforthe
largerCentre.Theenhancementsto securityrefer to improvedpersonalsecurityof
residentsandstaffaffordedby thedesignlayout.

7. Theprefabricatedandpartial transportablenatureof somebuilding elementsdoesnot
haveadetrimentaleffecton theamenityorutility oftheCentre. Thetransportable
unitsprovidehigh qualityaccommodationand ablutionsandhavebeensuccessfully
usedin expandingaccommodationat theVillawood ImmigrationDetentionCentre.
Off sitemanufactureallows for fasterinstallationon siteandminimisesthedisruption
to theMIDC operations.

Thearchitectshavedesignedtheaccommodationto meetall Building Codeof
Australiaandlocal statutoryrequirementsandareofsuitablestandard.Thedesignof
theexpandedfacility providesfor a greatervarietyofaccommodationoptions.These
includemotel styleaccommodationfor families andfemales,singlebedroomsuites,2
bedand4 bedensuiterooms.

In theextendedfacility mostsinglemaleswill beaccommodatedin discretebedrooms
withup to 4 personsandaccessto recreationareasandsomeself-catering.

8. Mostresidentsareshortterm.Theexpansionwill provideenhancedfacilities for both
shortandlongterm.Theworksareaboutprovidingimprovedaccommodation
capacity,welfareandsafetyto theresidentsandstaffattheCentrethatmeetthe
Building CodeofAustralia,localauthorityanddisabledaccessstandards.The
additionswill createbenefitsfor all residentsthroughimprovedreception,visitor,
medical,educationandrecreationfacilities.

9. TheDetentionServicesproviderrecognisestheimportanceofseparationfor some
peopleandtheopportunityto socialisefor others.Theprivacyand socialneedsof
individualsdo vary andthedesign.seeksto accommodateasmanyoptionsaspossible.
Theuseandmanagementpracticewill vary from timeto time to respondto theneeds
oftheresidentpopulationatanygiventime.

10. Thestandardofcarewithin thecentreandthedignity andwellbeingofresidentsare
significantmatters.Thetimelycommencementofthis projectprovidesadditional
versatility andflexibility in an expandedCentrethatwill promoteandassistthe
attainmentoftheseobjectives.

11. DIMIA recognisestheimportanceofconsultingtheMaribyrnongCity Council on the
project. DIMIA representativesmetwith theMr PanagakosandMr Matteoofthe
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MaribyrnongCity Council on 15 September2004to discusstheproject. DIMIA
wroteto thethenMayoroftheMaribyrnongCity Council,CrJosephCutri on 31
August2004.We alsowroteto theMaribyrnongCity Council on 14 October2004.

DIMIA haddiscussionswith theownerof theadjoiningfactoryandadvisedtheother
neighbour,Victoria Universityofthe expansion.PWC materialwassentto other
neighboursandotherstateandcommunityauthorities.

Theconsultationprocessis ongoing. DIMIA will continueto consultwith relevant
stakeholdersincludingresidentsattheCentre. Formalconsultationsessionsare
undertakenregularlybetweenthedetentionserviceprovider,DIMIA andresident
representatives.Manysuggestionshavebeenmadeby theresidentsandhavebeen
incorporatedin thecurrentdesign.Theseincludeimprovedselfcateringfacilities,
additionalexternalareas.As theplansdeveloptherewill be additionalconsultation
with residents.

A

DavidDoherty
AssistantSecretary
DetentionContractandInfrastructureBranch
(02) 62642259

February2005


