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Australian Government

DepartmentofImmigration and Multicultural and IndigenousAffairs

TheSecretary
ParliamentaryStandingCommitteeon PublicWorks
SuiteRi -119
HouseofRepresentatives
ParliamentHouse
CanberraACT 2600

Attention: VivienneCourto

DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION AND MULTICULTURAL AND INDIGENOUS
AFFAIRS (DIMIA) RESPONSETO PWC SUBMISSION FROM THE WESTERN

REGION ETHNIC COMMUNITIES COUNCIL

1. Thankyou for referringacopyofthe letterdated9 February2005from theWestern
RegionEthnicCommunitiesCouncil concerningtheMaribyrnongImmigration
DetentionCentre(MIDC) ExpansionProject.

2. Theletterraisesanumberofissuesregarding:
(i) Immigrationdetentionpolicy,
(ii) Thelevel ofconsultation,
(iii) Theuseoftransportables,and
(iv) Theneedfor theworks.

3. TheWesternRegionEthnicCommunitiesCouncilquestionedtheappropriatenessof
detention. Immigrationdetentionpolicy issuesareoutsidethescopeofthe PWC
hearing,thereforeDIMIA hasnotrespondedto theseissues.

4. DIMIA recognisestheimportanceofconsultingtheMaribyrnongCity Council on the
project. DIMIA representativesmetwith theMr PanagakosandMr Matteoofthe
MaribyrnongCity Council on 15 September2004to discusstheproject. DIMIA
wrote to thethenMayoroftheMaribyrnongCity Council, Cr JosephCutri on 31
August2004.DIMIA alsowroteto theMaribyrnongCity Council on 14 October
2004.

DIMIA haddiscussionswith theowneroftheadjoiningfactoryandadvisedtheother
neighbour,Victoria Universityofthe expansion.PWC materialwassentto other
neighboursandotherstateandcommunityauthorities.

Theconsultationprocessis ongoing. DIMIA will continueto consultwith relevant
stakeholdersincludingresidentsat theCentre.

5. Theprefabricatedandpartial transportablenatureofsomebuilding elementsdoesnot
haveadetrimentaleffecton theamenityorutility ofthe Centre. Thetransportable
unitsprovidehighqualityaccommodationandablutionsandhavebeensuccessfully
usedin expandingaccommodationattheVillawood ImmigrationDetentionCentre.
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Off sitemanufactureallows for fasterinstallationon siteandminimisesthedisruption
to theMIDC operations.

6. TheMIDC hasbeenoperatingat capacityfor someyears.Immigrationdetention
residentsrepresentsome0.6%ofshort-termvisitor arrivals.At presentshort-term
visitorsareabout3-3.5million peryear,forecastto riseto 5 million in 2005-06.
Currentpredictionsarethat short-termvisitorswill increaseby 5% peryearfrom
2006-07.The expansionwill provideadditional capacitynot availablein the current
confinesofthebuilding.

In additionto capacity,theexpansionwill alsoprovideinternalseparationzones.The
currentphysicallayout oftheMIDC generallyonly allows for theseparate
managementofsingleadult malesfrom femalesandfamilies. Thebackgroundof
residentshasbeenchanging,andagrowingnumberhavecriminalbackgroundsand/or
haveusedillicit drugs. In orderto protectthewelfareofresidentsand staff,
immediateexpansionof thefacility is highly desirable.

DavidDoherty
AssistantSecretary
DetentionContractandInfrastructureBranch
(02) 62642259
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