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Australian Government

Department ofImmigration and Multicultural and IndigenousAffairs

The Secretary
ParliamentaryStandingCommitteeon PublicWorks
SuiteRI -119
HouseofRepresentatives
ParliamentHouse
CanberraACT 2600

Attention:VivienneCourto

DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION AND MULTICULTURAL AND INDIGENOUS
AFFAIRS (DIMIA) RESPONSETO PWC SUBMISSION FROM THE

MARIBYRNONG CITY COUNCIL

1. Thankyou for referringa copyofthe letterdated10 February2005from the
MaribyrnongCity Council regardingtheMaribyrnongImmigrationDetentionCentre
(MIDC) ExpansionProject.

2. Theletterraisesanumberofissuesregarding:
(i) immigrationdetentionpolicy,
(ii) thecapacityofthe extendedfacility to accommodatean extra50 people,
(iii) theneedfor ahealthor socialimpactstudy,
(iv) planningandamenityissueswhich needto bediscussedwith Council and

developers,and
(v) thelevel ofconsultation.

3. TheMaribyrnongCity Council assertsthat theexpansionmayresultin anincreased
numberof womenandchildrenin detention,andcouldbe interpretedasan expression
of theGovernment’srecentpolicy on detention. Immigrationdetentionpolicy issues
areoutsidethescopeofthePWChearing,thereforeDIMIA hasnotrespondedto this
issue.

4. TheMIDC meetsImmigrationDetentionStandardsandtherelevantbuildingcodes.
TheCentrehasadequatespacefor thecurrentdesigncapacity.TheCentreis in need
ofurgentextensions.Theworksareaboutprovidingimprovedaccommodation
capacity,welfareandsafetyto theresidentsandstaffattheCentrethatmeetthe
Building CodeofAustralia,local authorityanddisabledaccessstandards.The
additionswill createbenefitsfor all residentsthroughimprovedreception,visitor,
medical,educationandrecreationfacilities.

5. DIMIA is currentlycheckingtherequirementfor healthand socialimpactstudies
underStateregulations.TheProjectManagersareunawareofthis requirement.This
is arelativelymodestextensionon adiscreteblockthatis awayfrom public view.

6. DIMIA recognisestheimportanceofconsultingtheMaribyrnongCity Council on the
project. DIMIA representativesmet with theMr PanagakosandMr Matteoofthe
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MaribyrnongCity Council on 15 September2004to discusstheproject. DIMIA
wrote to thethenMayoroftheMaribyrnongCity Council,Cr JosephCutri on 31
August2004.DIMIA alsowroteto theMaribymongCity Council on 14 October
2004andofferedto fully brief theCouncil.

Theinteractionwith thetownplanningrepresentativesofMaribymongCity Council
hasbeenverycordialto date. Preliminaryconsultationconfirmedthatthepreliminary
designwasofahigh standardandwouldhavelittle if any impacton thesurrounding
neighbours.TheDepartmentss representativeshavemadeacommitmentto continue
consultationwith theMCC. Seniormanagersofthedepartmenthavemetwith
Council andcommunityrepresentativeson 28 January2005.A publicmeetingis
plannedfor 17 February2005wheretheDepartmentwill meetwith thecommunity
andpresenttheprojectandanswerquestions.TheDepartmentis responsiveto
Communityviewsandwill considerthemasthedesignprocesscontinues.

DIMIA haddiscussionswith theowneroftheadjoiningfactoryandadvisedtheother
neighbour,Victoria Universityoftheexpansion.PWC materialwassentto other
neighboursandotherstateandcommunityauthorities.

Theconsultationprocessis ongoing. DIMIA will continueto consultwith relevant
stakeholdersincludingresidentsat theCentre.

David Doherty
AssistantSecretary
DetentionContractandInfrastructureBranch
(02) 62642259

February2005


