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Australian Government

Department of Immigration and Multicultural and IndigenousAffairs

TheSecretary
ParliamentaryStandingCommitteeon PublicWorks
SuiteRi -119
HouseofRepresentatives
ParliamentHouse
CanberraACT 2600

Attention:VivienneCourto

DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION AND MULTICULTURAL AND INDIGENOUS
AFFAIRS (DIMIA) RESPONSETO PWC SUBMISSION FROM SUE NASH

1. Thankyou for referringa copyofthe letterreceivedon 9 February2005 from Ms Sue
NashconcerningtheMaribyrnongImmigrationDetentionCentre(MIDC) Expansion
Project.

2. Theletter raisesanumberofimportantissuesregarding:
(i) Immigrationdetentionpolicy,
(ii) Thesizeofrooms,
(iii) Consultationwith stakeholdersandresidents,and
(iv) Whethertheprojectis a gooduseof$7 million.

3. Ms Nashwould like to seethetotal numberofpeoplein detentionreducedand
encouragedDIMIA to explorealternativesto detention. Immigrationdetentionpolicy
issuesareoutsidethescopeofthePWChearing,thereforeDIMIA hasnot responded
to this issue.

4. Theroom sizeshavenotbeenfinalised.Theyarenot2.5x2.5metres.Roomsizeswill
vary to meettheoccupancyrequirementsofeachroomtype. Thearchitectshave
designedtheaccommodationto meetall BCA andlocal statutoryrequirementsand
areofsuitablestandard.Thedesignoftheexpandedfacility providesfor a greater
varietyofaccommodationoptions.Theseincludemotel styleaccommodationfor
familiesandfemales,singlebedroomsuites,2 bedand4 bedensuiterooms.

In theextendedfacilitymostsinglemaleswill beaccommodatedin discretebedrooms
with up to 4 personsand accessto recreationareasandsomeself-catering.

5. Theconsultationprocessis ongoing. DIMIA will continueto consultwith relevant
stakeholdersincludingresidentsattheCentre. Formalconsultationsessionsare
undertakenregnlarlybetweenthedetentionserviceprovider,DIMIA andresident
representatives.Manysuggestionshavebeenmadeby theresidentsandhavebeen
incorporatedin the currentdesign.Theseincludeimprovedselfcateringfacilities,
additionalexternalareas.As theplansdeveloptherewill be additionalconsultation
with residents.
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6. TheMIDC hasbeenoperatingat capacityfor someyears.Immigrationdetention
residentsrepresentsome0.6%of short-termvisitor arrivals.At presentshort-term
visitorsareabout3-3.5million peryear,forecastto rise to 5 million in 2005-06.
Currentpredictionsarethat short-termvisitorswill increaseby 5%peryearfrom
2006-07.Theexpansionwill provideadditional capacitynot availablein the current
confinesofthebuilding. In additionto capacity,theexpansionwill alsoprovide
internal separationzones.Thecurrentphysicallayout oftheMIDC generallyonly
allowsfor theseparatemanagementofsingleadultmalesfrom femalesandfamilies.
Thebackgroundofresidentshasbeenchanging,andagrowingnumberhavecriminal
backgroundsand/orhaveusedillicit drugs. In orderto protectthewelfareofresidents
andstaff, immediateexpansionofthefacility is highly desirable.

Yours sincerely,

DavidDoherty
AssistantSecretary
DetentionContractandInfrastructureBranch
(02) 62642259

17 February2005


