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RESPONSETO SUTHERLANDSHIRECOUNCIL

TheDepartmentof Defencewould like to taketheopportunityto replyto thesubmissionof the
Sutherland Shire Council dated l0~” November 2005 concerning the Relocation of the
I 71~ Aviation Squadron to Holsworthy Barracks. It remains the clear intention of the
DepartmentofDefenceto respectandpreservetheheritageandtheenvironmentofthe local area,
while at the sametime achievingthe objectivesof national security. The role of Holsworthy
Army Basehasnotchangedovertheyears;that is. it exists for nationalDefencepurposes.All of
the works at Holsworthyarepart of the ongoingand essentialmodernisationof the Australian
DefenceForce.

The submission from the Sutherland Shire Council highlights the possible social or
environmental impacts of helicopters operating at the Holsworthy Barracks, adjacent to
SutherlandShire. Defencewill continue to ensurethat all of its activities at Flolsworthy are
environmentallyresponsibleand within the recognisedand legislated standards, including
helicopteroperationswhich haveregularlyoccurredsince1974.

The SutherlandShire Council perceivesa difference betweenthe evidenceprovided to the
Committeefor this proposaland correspondencedirectly with theCouncil concerningpotential
developmentof land adjoining Holsworthy Range. The Austra]ianNoise ExposureForecast
(ANEF) 20 contour is the critical criteria for assessmentof DevelopmentApplications for
Housing, in accordancewith Australia StandardAS 2021-2000,Acoustics— Aircraft noise
intrusion — Building siting and Construction. This ANEF 20 contour doesnot describethe
contour beyond which aircraft can not be heard. The ANEF for the proposedhelicopter
Operationsat Holsworthydoesnot intrudeinto theSutherlandShireat any locationat thecritical
ANEF 20 level.

As a separateissue, Defenceis concernedabouturban encroachmenton a largenumberof its
rangesand encourageslocal govermnentsto generallyrestrictdevelopmentalongtheboundaries.
Thepurposeof theDefencecorrespondenceon

7
th October2005 wasto remindthe Council that

someareasin SutherlandShire arelikely to be subjectto noiseand vibration from a variety of
Defenceactivitiesincludingartillery, aviation,explosives,weaponsandvehicles.
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