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DearMs Courto,

RESPONSETO THAIIAWAL LOCAL ABORIGINAL LAND COUNCIL

The Departmentof Defencewould like to takethe opportunityto reply to the submissionof the
TharawalLocal Aboriginal LandCouncil datedgIh November2005concerningtheRelocationof
the lll~ Aviation Squadronto Holsworthy Barracks. It remainsthe clear intention of the
Departmentof Defenceto respectand preservethe heritageand the environmentof the area,
whileatthesametime achievingtheobjectivesof nationalsecurity.

The submissionfrom theTharawal Local Aboriginal Land Council highlights theimportanceof
theHolsworthyBarracksasan areaofhigh Aboriginal culturalsignificance,namelytheCubbitch
BartaNational EstateArea. Therole ofI-Iolsworthy Army Basehasnot changedover theyears;
that is, it exists tbr nationalDefencepurposes.While the internal organisationof the basemay
changeover time, thefundamentalpurposeofthebasehasnotchanged.The vastmajorityof the
work proposedis on existing developedareasofthebarracksandwill not effect areasofcultura]
significance.

Helicoptershaveregularlyoperatedfrom Holsworthy Barrackssince1974. All ofthe works at
Holsworthyarepartof theongoingandessentialmodernisationoftheAustralianDefenceForce.
Defencerespectstheculturalheritageoftherangeareaandwill adoptproceduresto minimize the
impactoftheaviationsquadron.

TheDepartmentof Defencewill contacttheTharawal Local Aboriginal LandCouncil to discuss
thedetailsoftheRelocationofthe j7jS! Aviation Squadronto Ho]sworthyBarracks.

Yours sincerely,

PM. Hutchinson, nsc
Brigadier
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The Departmentof Defencewill contactMr Mark Cm-Ion of the SutherlandShire Council to
discussthedetailsoftheRelocationofthe 171stAviation Squadronto HolsworthyBarracks.

Yourssincerely.

P.3.Hutchinson, DSC

Brigadier

November2005
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