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Foreword 

 

The committee decided to inquire into enhancing public knowledge of 
parliamentary proceedings following debate in the House about the role of the 
media. The committee has had an interest in promoting access to information 
about proceedings since it commenced its inquiry into community involvement in 
the procedures and practices of the House in 1998. This report continues this 
work.  

This interim report focusses on media access and media coverage of events which 
is one aspect of the wider reference. 
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Terms of reference 

 

 

 

General terms of reference 

To inquire into and report on the practices and procedures of the House generally 
with a view to making recommendations for their improvement or change and for 
the development of new procedures 

 

 

Inquiry terms of reference 

To inquire into and report on all aspects of media coverage of the House 
(including proceedings in the House, Main Committee and committees of the 
House) 
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List of recommendations 

 

Recommendation 1 

The committee recommends that the resolutions of 16 October 1991 
and 1 May 1996 be replaced by an updated resolution which reflects 
current arrangements. In particular, the resolution should 
acknowledge the fact that the Speaker acts on behalf of the House in 
administering and implementing the guidelines relating to television 
broadcasting. 

Recommendation 2 

The committee recommends that the Speaker amend the guidelines for 
still photography in the chamber as follows: delete the words “and 
motor driven cameras” from still photography guideline (j) and delete 
the whole of guideline (l). 

Recommendation 3 

The committee recommends that the Speaker revise guideline (c) of  
the rules for still photography in the chamber to extend automatic 
permission to discussions of Matters of Public Importance, divisions 
and adjournment debates for a trial period of three months. 

Recommendation 4 

The committee recommends that the Speaker write to the television 
bureaus represented in the press gallery to offer them the use of 
isolated feeds produced by Department of Parliamentary Services 
(DPS) Broadcasting staff on request. The Speaker might consider that 
any additional resources required to provide this footage should be 
paid for by the bureau making the request. 

Recommendation 5 

The committee recommends that the DPS install inbuilt cameras in 
House of Representatives committee rooms to allow additional 
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television coverage of committee proceedings. Given cost constraints, it 
may be practical to stagger the installation of such cameras. 


