
BOB MCMULLAN MP

FEDERAL MEMBER FORFRASER

30 October2006

Mrs MargaretMay
Chair
Houseof RepresentativesStandingCommitteeon Procedure
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

-~x1
Dear

you for theopportunityto makesubmissionson therecentcontroversy
concerningtheprocessfor condemnationofmembersandconcerningQuestionTime.

In responsepleasefind attached:
1. An articlewhich I hadpublishedrecentlyin theon-linemagazineNew

2. A briefcommenton possibleamendmentsto therelevantStandingOrdersto
implementtheproposalsin thearticle, and

3. A submissionin responseto thereferenceconcerningcondemnationof
members. ~

Might I suggestthat,whateverotherchangesmaybeconsidered,theCommitteegive
considerationto splittingtheStandingOrderswith regardto writtenandoral
questionsinto discretesectionsto maketheflow ofStandingOrdersmorelogical.

Yours sincerely
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Attachment 2

PossibleAmendmentsto the StandingOrders

98 a) asatpresent
b) asatpresent
c) A questionmustrefer to public matterswith whichtheMinister is
officially connected.
d) delete

99 asat present

100 a) delete
b)asatpresent
c) asatpresent
d) delete
e) delete
t) delete

101 a) asat present
b) delete(replacewith NEW 107 below)
c) asatpresent

102 asat present

103 asat present

104 Option a
All responsesmadeby aMinister in answerto a questionmustbe
relevantto thetaskof answeringthatquestion
OR
Option b
Thereplyto anyquestionmustbeconciseandconfinedto the subject
matterofthequestion.(This is basedonNZ StandingOrder377)

105 asatpresent

New 106 No questionor supplementaryquestionshallbelongerthanoneminute
andno answershallbe longerthanfourminutes.

New 107 TheLeaderoftheOppositionshallhavetheopportunityto ask,or
allocateto othermembersto ask,up to six supplementaryquestionsduringeach
QuestionTime.

New 108 Thereshall beaminimumof 20 questions,plus supplementary
questions,duringeachQuestionTime.




