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Foreword
Pest animals are one of the most serious issues currently facing Australian
farmers. Wild dogs, feral pigs, foxes, rabbits and many other pest species have a
tremendous impact on agricultural industries, both in lost production and control
costs. Pest animals also impact on the environment, competing with native
species, destroying native plants and causing land degradation.
The message from farmers and others in the community in relation to pest animals
is clear. If urgent action is not taken to address these problems, the consequences
for the economy and the environment will be dire. Pastoralists in areas of the
country are already being forced out of sheep by wild dogs – if something is not
done to rid the country of this dangerous predator, more and more families will be
forced to leave their sheep-farming enterprises.
Approaches to managing pest animal problems currently vary across state and
territory jurisdictions, making coordinated cross-border control difficult. A
recurring theme of this inquiry has been the need for a national approach to the
pest animal problem. The committee has addressed this national inequity by
recommending the formation of a National Pest Animals and Weeds Committee,
comprising state and territory government representatives.
The proposed National Committee would be supported by a National Pest
Animals Advisory Committee, akin to the recently-formed National Weeds
Advisory Group. This would include members of local and community pest
animal control groups, conservation and landcare groups, animal welfare
organisations, and representatives of agricultural and pastoral industries.
The need for research into new and improved pest animal control techniques was
also a feature of the inquiry. The committee has recommended that the newlyformed Invasive Animals Cooperative Research Centre play a role in coordinating
research priorities nationally, to ensure that maximum benefit is obtained from the
myriad of uncoordinated initiatives occurring around the country.
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In its report, the committee makes a number of recommendations as to ways of
improving pest animal management. These include increased state and territory
government expenditure directed at on-ground control and eradication, and better
management of pest animal problems on government land. The committee has
also recommended that people be able to harvest pest animals as a resource,
where there is the potential to do so as part of an overall strategy for controlling
pest populations.
This inquiry was commenced by the House of Representatives Standing
Committee on Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry of the 40th Parliament. The
current committee recognised the need for an inquiry such as this one and
continued it into the 41st Parliament. I would like to express, on behalf of the
committee, our thanks to the previous committee for its contribution to this
inquiry. In particular, thank you to the previous Chair, Mrs Kay Elson MP,
Member for Forde.
I would also like to thank the many individuals and organisations who gave
evidence in relation to this inquiry. In particular, the committee would like to
acknowledge the warm hospitality spontaneously given by farmers and
landholders in Tasmania and Western Australia. Their warmth and generosity
were greatly appreciated.
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Terms of reference

The House of Representatives Standing Committee on Agriculture, Fisheries and
Forestry is to inquire into the impact on agriculture of pest animals particularly:
1. To identify nationally significant pest animal issues and consider how existing
Australian and State government processes can be better linked for more
coordinated management of these issues across State boundaries.
2. To consider the approaches to pest animal issues across all relevant
jurisdictions, including:


prevention of new pest animals becoming established;



detection and reporting systems for new and established pest animals;



eradication of infestations (particularly newly established species or
‘sleeper’ populations of species which are considered to be high risk)
where feasible and appropriate; and



reduction of the impact of established pest animal populations.

3. Consider the adequacy of State Government expenditure on pest animal
control in the context of other conservation and natural resource management
priorities, with particular reference to National Parks.
4. Consider the scope for industry groups and R&D Corporations to improve
their response to landholder concerns about pest animals.
5. Consider ways to promote community understanding of and involvement in
pest animals and their management.
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 be provided with funding from the Australian Government to
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 direct the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines
Authority to review the process for registration of chemical pest animal
control methods to ensure that procedures are as simple and as
expeditious as possible; and
 amend the legislative criteria under which the Australian
Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority operates to expressly
include consideration of animal welfare at the time registration is first
considered to avoid separate consideration at a later date.

10 Community education and awareness about pest animals
Recommendation 47 ............................................................................................................. 209
The committee recommends that the proposed National Pest Animals
Advisory Committee:
 develop a national strategy for improving and promoting
community awareness about pest animal issues;
 investigate ways to promote pest animal issues to purchasers of
land and new rural landholders;
 investigate ways to educate urban residents about pest animal
issues;
 examine ways to promote the benefits of sustainable commercial
use of native wildlife to the community; and
 investigate the need for community awareness about controversial
measures of controlling pest animals,
and report to the proposed National Pest Animals and Weeds
Committee.

