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Chairmanof Committeeon Legal & ConstitutionalAffairs
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CANBERRA ACT
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ilL/A—
DearSir,

Re: Mediarelease20 Septemher~

Olderpeoplewill havesimilar problemswith theLaw asmostotherpeople.They
view the law very scepticalasthey can find no justiceasfar asthe law is concerned.

Mostlawsarea lawyer’spicnic andwhenit comesto dealingwith anyaspectof it,
peoplecomeaway disillusioned.

Your committeeintentsto look atsix aspectsin particular:Fraud,Financialabuse.
Generalandenduringpowerofattorneyprovisions.Family agreements,
Discriminationandbarriersto olderAustraliansaccessinglegal services.

You state:“Studieshavesuggestedthatolderpeoplearelesslikely to takelegal action
whereabusehasoccurred”.
May I suggestto you, that peoplein generalarereluctantto takelegal actionasthey
knowthat it is going to costthem,anarmanda leg,andthat in theend theywill not.
receivejusticeatall!

You alsomakereferenceto thefactthatthe legal frameworkis complex.Thatpoints
to thefact that lawsaremadetoo difficult to beunderstoodby meremortalsinsteadof
a simplesetof rulesthatcanbeunderstoodby everybody.
Alsoweneedjudgeswho havenot becomeanaesthetisedandtotally immuneto the
problemsofordinarypeople.

If you cansolvetheseproblemsyou will havecomealong wayin overcomingmany
ofthedifficultieswefacein Australiatoday.

I will behappyto discussthis with youatany time.

With kind regards,

Sincerelyyours,

Jack Backer


