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~2 JUL 2003 TCO/09963- IRB

TheHonJulieBishopMl’
CommitteeChair
JointStandingCommitteeonTreaties
ParliamentofAustralia
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearMs Bishop

I referto yourrecentrequestfor commentsin relationto treatiestabledin
Parliamenton 17 June2003. NSWmakesthefollowing comments~

Agreementon MedicalTreatmentfor TemporaryVj$jtors betweenthe
GovernmentofAustraliaandtheGovernmentoftheKingdomofNorway

NSWhasno specificconcernsin relationto this Agreement,but is
concernedattheimpactonStatesandTerritoriesof ReciprocalHealth
CareAgreements(RHCAs)in general.NSWisparticularlyconcerned
thatStatesandTerritoriesreceivenoadditionalfundingto coverthecost
of healthcareprovidedto overseasvisitors.

NSWnotesthat theCommonwealthundertooka reviewofRHCAs in
2001,includingananalysisof thecostsandbenefits.To assistin the
preparationofmoredetailedadviceto JSCOTonfutureAgreements,
NSWwould appreciateadviceasto theoutcomeof this review.
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Conventionon the Conseroat-jonandManagementofRighlyMigratory
Fish Stocksin the WesternandCentralPacificOcean

NSWsupportsratificationof theConvention.Giventhepotentialimpact
on commercial,recreational,andfisheriesconservationinterests,
however,NSWconsidersthatimplementationof theConventionbythe
Commonwealthmustindudemulti-lateralconsultationon anyproposed
allocationmechanismfor fish stocks.

lkirtherinstrumentsof ratificationarerequiredbeforetheConu-ention
will enterinto force. It is thereforehopedtheCommonwealthwill use
thisperiodto consultwith StatesandTerritoriesoverimplementationof
theConvention.

Thankyou for theopportunityto commenton thesetreaties.If yourofficers
haveanyqueriesin relationto this advice,theymaycontactMs Phaedra
Parkins,SeniorPolicyOfficer, Inter-GovernmentalandRegulatoryReform
Branch,on 02 92283338.

Yourssincerely

LeighSanderson
ActingDirector-General
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