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Agreementbetweenthe Government ofAustralia and the Governmentof the
DemocraticRepublic of Timor-Leste relating to the Unitisation of the Sunriseand

Troubadour Fields

Invitationfrom theJointStandingCommitteeon Treatiesinto theTimor SeaTreatyto
commentfurtheron theaboveagreement

The Sunrise Commission

• Basedon thecrucial importanceof theoil revenueto thefuture of Timor-Leste
(NationalInterestAnalysis,Annex2) it is, thereforealsocrucialthat the
Governmentof Timor-Lestehasanappropriateinput to themanagementof the
SunriseCommission.

• Theproposalto havea two (Australia)one(Timor-Leste)representationon the
Commissionis appropriateif one looks only atthe total financialvalueoftheoil
field to bothcountries.

• It is not appropriatewhentwo otherissuesaretakeninto consideration.First, that
the incomestreamfrom theoil field is crucial to the futureof Timor-Lesteand
second,the inexperienceoftherepresentationfrom Timor-Lestein this matterand
manyothermattersrelatingto internationalpolicy andmanagement.

• If Australiatruly hastheinterestofTimor-Lestein mind (which seemsto be the
public policy) andkeepingin mindthegrowing ‘arc ofinstability’ in ourregion,
it seemsappropriatethatTimor-Lestehasatleastequalrepresentationon the
SunriseCommission.Thiswould allow theirrepresentationmoreflexibility in
termsofskills andday-to-dayoversightoftheoperation.

• Giventhatthis operationwill runmoresmoothlyin an atmosphereoftrustthis
changeto thetreatyseemsappropriateandjust.

I hopethis changecanbemade.

BryanHavenhand
GlobalExchange
P0Box 852
NEWCASTLE2300

BY:

12 June 2003


