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THE HON ALEXANDER DOWNER MP MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

PARLIAMENT HOUSE

CANBERRA ACT 2600

06 FEB 2114

TheHon Dr AndrewSouthcottMP
Chair
Joint StandingCommitteeon Treaties
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearDr Southcott

I refer to Report 56 of the Joint StandingCommittee on Treatieswhich waspresentedto
Parliamenton 1 December2003. The Report consideredfive treaty actions tabled on
8 October2003.

I enclosefor your informationthe Governmentresponseto Report56. The responsewill be
tabledin Parliamentassoonaspracticable.

Yourssincerely

AlexanderDowner
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BY:

GOVERNMENT RESPONSETO

REPORT 56 OF THE

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON TREATIES



Government Responseto Report 56 of the Joint StandingCommitteeon Treaties

Recommendation2

Wheretheprovisionofaccurateinformationon the statusofStateandTerritory
legislativecompliancecannotbeprovidedatthetimeofthepublic hearing,the
Committeemustbeprovidedwith updatedevidenceasit is available,up until
thetablingoftheCommittee’sreport.

TheGovernmentacceptsRecommendation2.

TheCommittee’sinquiry into ratificationofInternationalLabourOrganization
ConventionN0 182: EliminationoftheWorst FormsofChild Labouroccurredin
unusualcircumstances,in thatAustralianlaw wasnot fully compliantwith the
Conventionatthetime oftheinquiry. Thesecircumstancesrepresentan exception
to thestandardpracticeundertheGovernment’streatymakingpolicy pursuantto
which treatiesarenotbroughtbeforetheCommitteeuntil all necessarydomestic
implementinglegislationis in place. TheDepartmentofEmploymentandWorkplace
Relations(DEWR) andtheAttorney-General’sDepartment(AGD) presentedthe
Committeewith themostaccurateinformationon StateandTerritory legislative
complianceavailableat time ofthepublichearing,i.e. 13 October2003.

Subsequently,theAGD completedaformal reviewofthecomplianceof Stateand
Territory legislation(includingWesternAustralia)with theConvention. Thereview
determinedthat, in additionto New SouthWalesandQueensland,WesternAustralia
andSouthAustraliaalsofully compliedwith theConvention. Formaladviceto this
effectwasissuedby theAGD on 26 November2003andmadeavailableto all States
andTerritories(includingWesternAustralia)by DEWRthesameday.

In relationto anyfuture inquiriesby theCommitteethatmaybeconductedunder
similar exceptionalcircumstances,theGovernmentwill endeavourto ensurethat
theCommitteeis providedwith anyupdatedevidenceasit is availablefollowing
thepublichearing,up until thetablingoftheCommittee’sreport.


