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DearDr Southcott

I referto theJointStandingCommitteeonTreaties(JSCOT)hearingof8 May 2006
into Treatiestabledon 28 March2006. This letterprovidesresponsesto those
questionsI took onnoticeduring theproceedingsaswell asprovidingaminor
correctionto theProofCommitteeHansard.

In responseto a questionfrom theHon Dick AdamsMP, regardingthepossible
dumpingof wire cablesaroundAustralia’scoastline,I canadvisethat following
consultationwith stateandterritory authorities,theDepartmentof theEnvironment
andHeritage(DEH) is not awareofanydumpingofwire cablesaroundthecoastline
ofAustralia.

In responseto questionsaskedby you andSenatorWortley regardingthe levelof
consultationon theplasticcoatedwire amendmentI canconfirmthat DEH did consult
with thestatesandterritoriesandenvironmentandindustrystakeholdergroups
throughtheHazardousWasteAct PolicyReferenceGroup (PRG). The list ofPRG
representativeswith whom DEH consultedandtheamendedHansardareprovidedas
attachmentsto this letter.

I havealsoenclosedacopyof thedraftHansardwith correctionsmarked.

Shouldyouhaveanyquestionsregardingthis correspondencepleasedonothesitateto
contactmeon (02)62742604.

Yourssincerely

MaryHarwood
First AssistantSecretary
EnvironmentQualityDivision
23 May 2006
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ATTACHMENT

Membershipofthe Policy ReferenceGroup

At thetimeofconsultation,theHazardousWastePolicy ReferenceGroup(PRG)
consistedofthefollowing representativesfrom eachstateandterritory government:

• EnvironmentACT,
• TheNorthernTerritory DepartmentofNaturalResources,EnvironmentandArts,
• TheQueenslandEnvironmentProtectionAgency,
• TheNew SouthWalesEnvironmentProtectionAuthority,
• TheSouthAustraliaEnvironmentProtectionAuthority,
• The TasmaniaDepartmentofPrimaryIndustryandWater,
• TheVictoria EnvironmentProtectionAuthority,
• TheWesternAustraliaDepartmentofEnvironment;and
• Norfolk IslandGovernment.

ThePRGalsoincludedthefollowing environmentandindustrystakeholdergroupsand
Commonwealthdepartmentsandagencies;

• TheNational OccupationHealthandSafetyCommission,
• AustralianCustomsService,
• TheDepartmentofIndustry,TourismandResources,
• TheDepartmentofForeignAffairs andTrade,
• AttorneyGeneral’sDepartment,
• EnvironmentVictoria,
• FriendsoftheEarth,
• Office ofRegulationReview,
• AustralianRefinedAlloys,
• TelesolutionsPtyLtd,
• MineralsCouncil ofAustralia,
• Pasminco,
• PlasticandChemicalsIndustriesAssociation,
• AustralianConservationFoundation,
• Office ofRegulationReview,
• SmorganSteelRecycling,
• URSCorporation,
• MacquarieUniversity,
• ConservationCouncilof SouthAustralia,
• PowertelLimited (PWT)Australia,
• ExideTechnologies;and
• AustralianAluminium Council.
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