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Joint Standing Committee on Treaties (JSCOT) review ofproposedamendmentsto
Article 3 (RulesofOrigin) ofthe

Australia New Zealand Closer EconomicRelations Trade Agreement(ANZCERTA)
8 May 2006

Question onNotice

OnwhatdatesweretheStatesand Territoriesconsultedonproposedamendmentsto
Article 3 (RulesofOrigin) ofANZCERTA?

TheStandingCommitteeon Treaties(SCOT,comprisedofCommonwealth,Stateand
Territory officers) was first advised of the proposal to amend Article 3 of
ANZCERTA in the March2004 Scheduleof CurrentCommonwealthTreaty Action,
including abriefing paperoutlining therationalefor theproposal.Thesameentrywas
in theSchedulesentto SCOTin September2004.

In 2005 and2006, theScheduleincludedthefollowing informationunderthecolumn
“Past,PresentandProspectiveActivity”.

Jan2005
AustraliaandNew Zealandhave agreedto adopta Changeof Tariff Classification
(CTC) approachto determiningrules oforigin (ROO)underANZCERTA, subjectto
final agreementon sensitivesectors. This will requirea changeto Article 3 of the
Treaty. Consultationsareunderwaywith Australianindustryprior ~tothefinal details
of the tariff scheduleand Treaty changebeingnegotiatedwith New Zealand. It is
anticipatedthat thenegotiationswill be finalised by endMarch 2005, to enablethe
changesto come into effect from 1 January2006. Legislative changeswill be
required.

July-Aug2005
AustraliaandNew Zealandhave agreedto adopta Changeof Tariff Classification
(CTC) approachto determiningrulesoforigin (ROO)underANZCERTA, subjectto
final agreementon sensitivesectors. This will requirea changeto Article 3 of the
Treaty. Consultationsareunderwaywith Australianindustryprior to thefinal details
of the tariff scheduleand Treaty changebeingnegotiatedwith New Zealand. It is
anticipatedthat the negotiationswill be finalisedby end March2005, to enablethe
changesto come into effect from 1 January2006. Legislative changeswill be
required.

Feb2006
AustraliaandNew Zealandhaveagreedto adopta Changeof Tariff Classification
(CTC) approach to determining rules of origin (ROG) under ANZCERTA.
Negotiationson Article 3 text areexpectedto be completedby the end of January
2006. Changesarescheduledto comeinto effectedon 1 January2007. Legislative
changeswill berequired.AustralianlegislativeandParliamentaryprocesses(JSCOT)
arescheduledto commencein theAutumn2006sitting oftheAustralianParliament.

The Scheduleis sentto SCOTrepresentativesbeforetheirmeeting,to give them the
opportunity to seek further information. There were no requests for further
information.


