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Resolution of Appointment 
 

 

The Resolution of Appointment of the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties 
allows it to inquire into and report on: 

a) matters arising from treaties and related National Interest Analyses and 
proposed treaty actions and related Explanatory Statements presented or 
deemed to be presented to the Parliament; 

b) any question relating to a treaty or other international instrument, whether 
or not negotiated to completion, referred to the committee by: 

(i) either House of the Parliament, or 

(ii) a Minister; and 

such other matters as may be referred to the committee by the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and on such conditions as the Minister may prescribe. 
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CITES Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora 

EPBC Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

HSI Humane Society International 

ITTO International Tropical Timber Organisation 

IUCN International Union for Conservation of Nature 

MFN Most Favoured Nation 

NIA National Interest Analysis 

OECD Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

STC Secondary Tax on Companies 
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2 Amendments to Appendices I and II of the Convention on International  
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 

Recommendation 1 

The Committee recommends that the Australian Government monitor 
and assess the impact of trade in freshwater sawfish to determine 
whether the current listing, with annotation, on Appendix II of the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora provides sufficient protection for the species. 

Recommendation 2 

The Committee recommends that the Australian Government review its 
existing policies on the composition of delegations to CITES negotiations 
with a view to minimising conflicts of interest, whether real or perceived. 

Further, the Committee recommends that the Australian Government 
review the policy of allowing the participation in delegations of parties 
with a commercial or other direct interest in negotiations. 

Recommendation 3 

The Committee recommends that the Australian Government undertake 
a consultative and publicly accessible process for the assessment of non-
detriment findings and ambassador agreements, including providing the 
opportunity for public comment by interested stakeholders. 

Recommendation 4 

The Committee recommends that the Australian Government review its 
existing assessment process under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 for CITES listed species to provide for a 
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more formalised process of independent scientific verification of the 
claims made by proponents in non-detriment findings. 

3 International Tropical Timber Agreement 

Recommendation 5 

The Committee recommends that the consultation process undertaken for 
any future agreement on sustainable trade in tropical timber specifically 
includes consultation with environmental groups. 

Recommendation 6 

The Committee supports the International Tropical Timber Agreement 2006 
and recommends that binding treaty action be taken. 

4 Protocol Amending the Agreement between the Government of the Republic  
of South Africa for the Avoidance of Double Taxation 

Recommendation 7 

The Committee supports the Protocol Amending the Agreement between 
the Government of Australia and the Government of South Africa for the 
Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with 
Respect to Taxes on Income of 1999 (the Protocol) and recommends that 
binding treaty action be taken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


