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AustralianGovernment

Attorney-General’sDepartment
SecurityandCritical

TnfrastructureDivision

05/18657

29November2005

Mrs MargaretMayMP
Acting Chair
Joint StandingCommitteeon Treaties
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

BY FACSIMiLE: 62772219

DearMadamActing Chair

Conventionon theMarking ofPlasticExplosivesfor thePurposeofDetection

I referto theCommittee’shearingoftheConventionontheMarkingofPlasticExplosivesforthe [.PurposeofDetection(theConvention)heldon 7November2005.

I noteduring thehearingI undertookto advisetheCommitteeofthecapacityofcurrentequipment
operatedbytheAustralianCustomsService(Customs)to detectexplosives.

I havebeenadvisedbyCustomsthat theycurrentlyhavearangeofequipmentcapableofdetecting
tracesof explosives.Customsalsohasanumberofmachines(selectedionflow tubemass
spectrometers,SIFT-MS)which themanufactureradvisesarecapableofdetectingthechemical
markers,DMNB, o-MNTandp-MNT, whicharetheprescribedmarkersincludedin theTechnical
Annexto theConvention. Thesemachinesarelocatedatcontainerexaminationfa~,i1itiesin eachof
Australia’smajorcities. Customsarecurrentlyinvestigatingtheircapacityto purchaseportable
machinesfordetectionofmarkedplasticexplosives.

I would also like to makeaclarificationto my statementatthehearing(atTR2O — 2nd paragraph)as
follows:

thelegislationcommences12 monthsafter thelegislationgetsroyal assent...

I would like to clarify thatatthis stageit isproposedthatthe legislationcommencesimmediately
uponRoyalAssent.However,thereis aproposedprovisionprovidinga 12 monthdelayfor•
commencementformanufacturersofplasticexplosives.
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ShouldtheCommitteewishto discussthis matter,pleasecontactAnnabelKnott whocanbe
contactedon62505423.

Yours sincerely

Telephone:62505430
Facsimile: 62505485
E-mail: geoffrey.A.mcdonald@ag.gov.au
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