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DearDr Southcott

I refer to my appearancebeforetheJointStandingCommitteeon Treaties’public hearingon
19 June2006, which reviewed the proposed.treaty action: The International Institute for
Democracyand Electoral Assistance(IDEA) Statutes(as amendedat the Extraordinary
Council meetingofInternationalIDEA on 24 January2006).

At the hearing,the Hon Dick AdamsMP requestedmore informationon the activities of the
International Institute for Democracyand Electoral Assistance(IDEA) in Indonesia,in
particularwith respectto Indonesia’s1999elections.Thefollowing addressesthis request.

• After the resignationof PresidentSuharto in 1998, International IDEA advised
Indonesianpolitical partiesand civil societyon the optionsfor, and implicationsof,
electoralsystemchoices. In 1999, InternationalIDEA providedtechnicalassistance
for thedevelopmentof civic educationprogramsandto train womento run for public
office.

• InternationalIDEA facilitatedademocratisationassessmentfor Indonesiain 2000 that
addressedthe challengesand opportunities for strengtheningthe transition to
democracy. In October2001,InternationalIDEA heldaconferencein Jakartaentitled
‘Review of. Constitutional Institutions to Promote SustainableDemocracy and
EffectiveAdministrationin Indonesia.’

• More recently, InternationalIDEA conducteda project in Indonesiasupportingthe
RegionalRepresentativeCouncil (DewanPerwakilanDaerah,or DPD). The project
wascompletedin May2006.

Mr Kim Wilkie MP askedfor someexamplesof thetypesof activities which International
IDEA engagesin. Thefollowing addressesthis request.

• Somerecentexamplesof InternationalIDEA’s work include:

- A ‘State of Democracy’ assessmentmethodology— a tool for nationalactors to

assessthecondition oftheirowndemocracy.
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- The Building Resourcesin Democracy,Governanceand Elections (BRIDGE)
project which has developedcoursecurriculum for adult training of electoral
officiais on election planning and management. The curriculum has been
translatedinto a number of languagesand used in Australia, East Timor,
Indonesia,PapuaNew GuineaandFiji.

- Researchand datacollectionon political partieson a global scale. Researchhas
focussedon theinternalfunctioningofparties.

z~ For example, a joint project with Australia’s Centre for Democratic
Institutions (CDI) and the United Nations University on ‘Political Party
Developuient in Conflict-Prone Societies’. The project examines how
political partiescanbe sustained,drawingon theexperiencesof countriesin
theAsia-Pacificregion.

- Handbookson variousaspectsof democracyassistance

=~ For example,the 1998 Womenin Parliament:BeyondNumberspublication,
that looks at obstaclesto womenenteringparliamentsandlegislativebodies.

• A newfive-year(2006-2011)InternationalIDEA strategywill focusmoreon practical
project-basedwork andless on publications. IDEA is alsoplanning to developmore
expertiseandnew approaches,taking into accounttheparticularneedsof fragmented
societiesandemergingdemocracies.

• Activities supported by International IDEA will remain focused on democracy
building and conflict management;strengtheningelectoral processes;developing
political parties as actors in democracy;and political equality and participation,
includingadvancingtheroleof womenin politics.

I wouldbepleasedto providetheCommitteewith further informationshouldit berequired.

Yours sincerely

(
Neil McFarlane
Director,Africa andMultilateralsSection
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