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AustralianGovernment

DepartmentofVeterans9Affalrs
Office of Auxtralian WarGraves

Refercncc:TREATIES TABLED 10 MAY 2006

JointStandingCommitteeon Treaties
Secretariat
FAX 6277 2219

DearMs Mackay

I referto theAgreementbetweentheGovernmentofthe RepublicofNamibiaandthe
Go~’ernmentsofAustralia, Canada,India, NewZealand,SouthAfrica andthe United
KingdomofGreatBritain andNorthernIrelandconcerningtheTreatmentofWarGravesof
iMembersoftheArmedForcesofthecommonwealthin the Territory oftheRepublicof
Namibiaandtheprooftranscriptofthehearing,19 June2006.

Therewerethreequestionstakenon noticeby MajorGeneralPaul Stevens,boththequestions
andthe responsesareattached.

Further,therewasanerrorin spellingin question1 by theChairon thesecondpagerelating
to thistreaty,contactedshouldbe contracted.

Yourssincerely

Kathy Upton-Mitchell
Deputy Director

28June2006

13 KELTIB ST
PHILLIP ACT 2606

P0BOX 21
WODEN ACT 2606

TELEPHONE: (02) 62896297
FACSIMILE: (02) 62894861
INTERIqET: http://wwwAva~govau

EMAIL: ka!hy.upton-mitchell@dva.gov.au
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Agreementbetweenthe~ ~ ~, ~~blic ofWamibiaandtheGovernmentsof
Australia,Canada,India, NewZealand,SouthAfricaandthe UnitedKingdomofGreat
Britain andNorthernIrelandconcerningtheTreatmentofWarGrapesofAfembersofthe
ArmedForcesoftheCommonwealthin theTerritory ofthe RepublicofNamit’ia

Questionson notice,Major GeneralPaulStevensAO (Retd)— Monday19 Junc2006

1. Is it truethat thetaskofmaintaining Commonwealthgravesin Namibiais beingcontacted

out to aprivatecompany,KriegsgraberFursorgeNamibia?
The CWGCareandwill remainresponsibleJ6r thecareandmaintenanceofall CWGC
gravesandco-locatedGermangravesfrom WWL As hasbeenthecustomsomeofthe
physicalmaintenancetaskyarecontractedoutsuchas:

a. themaintenanceofthe crossofsacraicesite in Windhoekand thecontractoris a
Mr I Knocizea local resident.

b. TheNamibianbranchqfthe GermanorganisationKriegsgraberji4rsorgereceivesa
yearlyfinancial contributionfromtheSouthAfrican Agency(theCWGCoffice in
SouthAfrica) to supportthe~f,fortsin maintainingtheGermangravesfrom WWL

c. From timeto timelocal contractorsareappointedto carryout neededmaintenance
and repairs.

2. Do you know whetherthis companyis going to continueto havetheresponsibilityfor

maintainingCommonwealthgraves?

Theabovearrangementswill continue.

3. Whatis the statusofNamihia - asthis treatywasin operationuntil 1990,presumably- as

South-WestAfrica wasa territoxyofSouthAfrica?
WhenNamihiawasunderSouthAfrican controltheSouthAfricanAgencycarriedout the
work undertheauthority andprotectionoftheInstrumentofAgency.

AfterNamibianindependenceandprior to theMOU theworkcontinuedto becarried out
althoughno formalagreementsexisted. During this limetherewasno contactwith the
Warnibian officials but therewasalso no interferencefrom them.
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