
The Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia

��������	

Treaties tabled on 18 and 25 June 2002

Joint Standing Committee on Treaties

August  2002



© Commonwealth of Australia 2002

ISBN



��������

Membership of the Committee..............................................................................................................vi

Resolution of Appointment................................................................................................................... vii

List of recommendations..................................................................................................................... viii

1 Introduction...........................................................................................................1

Purpose of the report ................................................................................................................. 1

Availability of documents.......................................................................................................... 2

Conduct of the Committee’s review ......................................................................................... 3

2 Two Air Services Agreements .............................................................................5

Background................................................................................................................................. 5

Proposed treaty actions ............................................................................................................ 6

Agreement with Chile ................................................................................................................... 6

Agreement with the Cook Islands................................................................................................. 6

Evidence presented and issues arising................................................................................... 7

Agreement with Chile ................................................................................................................... 7

Agreement with the Cook Islands................................................................................................. 8

Conclusions and recommendations ........................................................................................ 8

3 Agreement between Australia and the United States of America for the
enforcement of maintenance (support) obligations........................................11

Background............................................................................................................................... 11

Proposed treaty action............................................................................................................. 12

Evidence presented and issues arising................................................................................. 13

Certainty of enforcement of support obligations in the United States by individual states......... 13



iv

Right to challenge decisions....................................................................................................... 14

Costs.......................................................................................................................................... 15

Conclusions and recommendations ...................................................................................... 15

4 Two declarations by Australia...........................................................................17

Background............................................................................................................................... 17

Treaty actions ........................................................................................................................... 18

The UNCLOS Declaration .......................................................................................................... 18

The ICJ Declaration.................................................................................................................... 19

Evidence presented and issues raised .................................................................................. 20

UNCLOS declaration.................................................................................................................. 21

ICJ declaration............................................................................................................................ 22

Conclusions .............................................................................................................................. 24

5 Convention for the suppression of the financing of terrorism ......................27

Background............................................................................................................................... 27

Proposed treaty actions .......................................................................................................... 28

Evidence presented and issues arising................................................................................. 30

Definition of terms....................................................................................................................... 30

Civil liberties and criminal intentions .......................................................................................... 30

Reporting suspicious transactions.............................................................................................. 31

Conclusions and recommendations ...................................................................................... 32

6 An amendment to the convention on the prohibition and restriction of
certain conventional weapons ..........................................................................35

Background............................................................................................................................... 35

Proposed treaty action............................................................................................................. 36

Evidence presented and issues arising................................................................................. 36

Conclusions and recommendations ...................................................................................... 37

7 Agreement to promote compliance with international conservation and
management measures by fishing vessels on the high seas ........................39

Background............................................................................................................................... 39

Proposed treaty action............................................................................................................. 40



v

Evidence presented and issues raised .................................................................................. 43

Conclusions and recommendation ........................................................................................ 45

8 Agreement establishing the International Organisation of Vine and Wine...47

Background............................................................................................................................... 47

Proposed treaty actions .......................................................................................................... 48

Evidence presented and issues arising................................................................................. 49

Decision making and dispute resolution mechanisms ............................................................... 49

Advantages of membership........................................................................................................ 49

Conclusions and recommendations ...................................................................................... 50

Appendix A – Submissions.......................................................................................53

Individuals and agencies who made written submissions on treaties

tabled in June 2002 .................................................................................................................. 53

Appendix B – Witnesses at hearings.......................................................................55

Friday, 12 July 2002 – Canberra.............................................................................................. 55



���	�
��������������������

Chair  Ms Julie Bishop MP

Deputy Chair Mr Kim Wilkie MP

Members The Hon Dick Adams MP Senator Guy Barnett

Mr Greg Hunt MP Senator Andrew Bartlett

Mr Kerry Bartlett MP Senator Linda Kirk

Mr Steven Ciobo MP Senator Brett Mason

Mr Martyn Evans MP Senator Gavin Marshall

Mr Peter King MP Senator Ursula Stephens

The Hon Bruce Scott MP Senator Tsebin Tchen

�������������
���
���

Secretary Paul McMahon (to 12 July 2002)

Gillian Gould (from 12 July 2002)

Inquiry Secretary Shelley McInnis

Researchers Glenn Worthington
Bob Morris

Administrative Officer Carly Rogers



�����������������������

The Resolution of Appointment of the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties
allows it to inquire into and report on:

a) matters arising from treaties and related National Interest Analyses and
proposed treaty actions presented or deemed to be presented to the
Parliament;

b) any question relating to a treaty or other international instrument, whether or
not negotiated to completion, referred to the Committee by:

(i) either House of the Parliament, or

(ii) a Minister; and

c) such other matters as may be referred to the Committee by the Minister for
Foreign Affairs and on such conditions as the Minister may prescribe.
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Two Air Services Agreements

Recommendation 1

The Committee supports the Air Services Agreement with Chile and
recommends that binding treaty action be taken. (Paragraph 2.19)

Recommendation 2

The Committee supports the Air Services Agreement with the Cook Islands
and recommends that binding treaty action be taken. (Paragraph 2.20)

Agreement between Australia and the United States of America for the
enforcement of maintenance (support) obligations

Recommendation 3

The Committee supports the Agreement between the Government of
Australia and the Government of the United States of America for the
enforcement of maintenance (support) obligations and recommends that
binding treaty action be taken. (Paragraph 3.22)

Convention for the suppression of the financing of terrorism

Recommendation 4

The Committee supports the Convention on the Suppression of the Financing
of Terrorism and recommends that binding treaty action be taken.
(Paragraph 5.23)
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An amendment to the convention on the prohibitions or restrictions of certain
conventional weapons

Recommendation 5

The Committee supports the Amendment to the Convention on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons which
may be deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to have Indiscriminate Effects and
recommends that binding treaty action be taken. (Paragraph 6.14)

Agreement to promote compliance with international conservation and
management measures by fishing vessels on the high seas

Recommendation 6

The Committee supports the Agreement to promote compliance with
international conservation and management measures by fishing vessels on the
high seas and recommends that binding treaty action be taken.
(Paragraph 7.29)

Agreement establishing the International Organisation of Vine and Wine

Recommendation 7

In line with Article 1 of the Agreement establishing the International
Organisation of Vine and Wine, which replaces the Office with the new
Organisation, the Committee supports the withdrawal of Australia from
the International Vine and Wine Office. (Paragraph 8.18)

Recommendation 8

The Committee supports the Agreement establishing the International
Organisation of Vine and Wine and recommends that binding treaty action
be taken. (Paragraph 8.19)






