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DearMs Edson

Inquiry into Australia’sAid Programin thePacific

Thankyou for yourletterof 30 June2006,inviting commentsfrom theHumanRights
andEqualOpportunityCommission(BREOC)on theparliamentaryinquiryinto
Australia’saidprogramin thePacific. TheCommissionwelcomestheopportunityto
contributeto this importantinquiry.

Theinquiryhasthepotentialto encourageamoreconcertedapplicationof human
fights principlesin thedeliveryof Australianaid in thePacificregion.This would
clearlybe a positivedevelopment.Given thathumanrights issuesinvariablyhavea
disproportionatelylargeimpacton themosteconomicallyandsociallydisadvantaged
membersof societies,afocuson humanrights assiststhe broaderdevelopmentaims
oftheaid program.

1{REOC doesnothaveextensiveexperiencein mattersrelateddirectlyto Australia’s
aid programin thePacific. Forthat reason,1 do not proposeproviding detailed
commentsoneachofthetennsofreferencefor this inquiry. However,I would like to
submittwo documentswhichI hopewill assisttheSub-Committeein its
deliberations.

Enclosedis thetextof aspeech‘PromotingHumanRights,GoodGovernance,the
RuleofLaw andDemocracy’,which I presentedat thePacificJudicialConferencein
Vanuatuin July 2005. in that speechI describedtheevolutionofefforts in recent
yearsto encouragegreatercooperationon humanfights in thePacificregion,
includingthroughthePacific IslandsForum.Thespeechcanvasseda varietyof
initiatives for enhancingprotectionandpromotionofhumanrights in thePacific
region.Theyincludeddevelopmentof regionalhumanrights machinery,
establishmentandstrengtheningofnationalhumanrights institutions,public
educationprogramsand measuresto increaseaccessto justice.In relationto accessto
justice,I emphasisedinparticulartheimportanceof arobust andaccountablelegal
profession,an independentjudiciaryandawell-resom7cedlegal aidsystem.These
continueto beareasofhigh needwhich warrantconsiderationin detenniningfuture
directionsfor Australia’saidprogramin thePacific.
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Alsoenclosedis abriefingpaperdescribingaprogramof technicalcooperationthat
maybeof someinterest,albeit indirect,to this inquiry. TheChina-AustraliaHuman
RightsTechnicalCooperationProgram(HRTC),establishedundertheChina-
AustraliaHumanRightsDialogue,is fundedby theAustralianAgencyfor
InternationalDevelopment(AusAID) andmanagedby theHumanRightsandEqual
OpportunityCommission. HRTC activitiesfocuson threemainthemeareas,u) legal
reformii) womenandchildren’srights andiii) ethnicandminority rights. Each
activity is designedandimplementedthoughacooperativeventurebetweenHREOC
andparticularChineseorganisation.Cooperatingorganisationson theChineseside
includetheMinistry ofForeignAffairs (theleadcounterpartorganisation),the
SupremePeople’sProcuratorate,theSupremePeople’sCourt, theNationalJudges
College,the StateEthnic Affairs Commission,theMinistry of Justice,theMinistryof
PublicSecurity,theAll-China Women’sFederation,theUnitedNationsAssociation
ofChinaandtheNationalPopulationandFamily PlanningCommission.

While thereareobviouslymajordifferencesbetweenthecircumstancesof Chinaand
otherPacificnations,this papermaybeofinterestto the inquiry in highlightingthe
benefitsofbilateraltechnicalcooperationprogramsin encouraginghumannghts
reform.Thepaperincludesinformationon themethodologiesappliedto activitiesin
theHRTC Program,someofwhichmaybe usefulin consideringsuchactivitieswith
Pacificneighbours.TheHRTC Programdemonstrates,amongotherthings,the
concreteresultsthat canbe achievedthoughtechnicalcooperationactivitiesthathave
apracticalemphasis,bringtogetherAustralianandoverseasprofessionalsworkingin
similar fields andfocuson areasin which Australianexpertiseis relevantto theneeds
andprioritiesoftherecipientorganisations.

I trustthat thesedocumentswill beofassistanceto theSub-CommitteeandI look
forwardto hearingofthe inquiry’s outcomesin duecourse.

Yours sincerely

Johnvon Doussa,QC
President
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